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insideColby.com
ins i deCo lby.com
TOP 5 STORIES OF 2011
Being First

Spring Break In the Classroom

Being a first-generation college student “might mean being
more academically independent, finding a high school mentor to inspire the pursuit of a top-tier college, or having to
work several jobs in order to pay for a college education,” the
story reads. “But despite these challenges—or maybe because
of them—these students often have the drive and ambition to
find the support they need, and they may ultimately find their
path all the more rewarding. As Daniel Sunderland ’14 put it,
‘Once you find the resources to help you, once you’re in … it
just opens up everything. You find that you’re no different from
anyone else.’”

“This March I was one of nine
Colby students to participate in the
fourth annual WBBC Spring Break
practicum—a collaboration among
the Wabanaki tribes of Maine and
Bowdoin, Bates, and Colby. Our
job: to prepare an hour-long lesson
for fourth through eighth graders that would serve as an example
of what a Colby class might be
like while also giving the Native
American students opportunities
to ask questions about other aspects of college life. Our goal: to
raise aspirations and get the kids excited about the prospect of
going to college.”

By Jenny Chen ’12

By Lindsay Roberts ’13

Redefining Manhood
By Cody McKinney ’11

“What does it take to embody the
characteristics of the ideal male college
student in 21st-century America? Popular culture and social norms suggest he
is an athlete … He is stoic. … He gets a
lot of women. … But, as I’ve come to see,
that ‘ideal’ male is ignorant, too—ignorant of the damage he is doing … by using offensive language, treating women
as objects, and masking his true personality. … The society we
live in values hyper-masculinity by idolizing athletes and pop
culture icons … [who] help create an image of the ideal man
that far too many kids aspire to achieve. It is time to change
this ideal, and the best place to start is here. Now.”

Looking for Answers ... and Questions
By Tendai Mutunhire ’13
“Splitting time between field and laboratory, biology major
Sarah Flanagan ’11 is on a remarkable scientific journey of
discovery. From Maine to Zanzibar she went from analyzing
butterfly DNA and studying the mating selection of lizards to
exploring the migratory behavior of birds and investigating the
lives of elephant shrews. ‘I love coming up with questions and
then answering them, or trying to,’ Flanagan said. ‘Or asking
questions and coming up with more questions.’”

2

Final Frontier

By Dustin Hickey ’11
“When the first person landed
on the moon 42 years ago, it
ushered in a new age. … Now, 38
years since the last moon voyage, there has been insufficient
motivation to go back. Even
worse, it’s not just the moon—
we haven’t gone anywhere. The
year 2011 is more than just
the year I will graduate from
college with a major in physics
and a focus in astronomy. It is also
the year that NASA plans to end the space shuttle program.
… I think ending the space shuttle program is an immense
mistake. Further, even though current NASA priorities favor
telescope programs that will support the areas of astronomy I
am passionate about, I would prefer to see resources dedicated
to sending people to the moon and beyond.”

Keep up with the latest stories, videos, blogs, and
photos: www.facebook.com/insidecolby
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t seemed an unlikely place for a convergence of coincidental Colby connections, but
that’s what happened on Fourth Floor East, at the Walter Reed National Military Medical
Center, AKA “the Wounded Warriors Floor.”
As described in the feature story, “The Road From Marja” (P. 14), this unit at the Bethesda,
Md., hospital is where the most critically wounded U.S. combat personnel are treated. Last August Captain Erik Quist ’99, USMC, arrived there after being severely wounded in Afghanistan.
His room was packed with medical equipment and festooned with a Marine Corps flag. A Colby
banner was hung at some point—but only after Colby connections surfaced.
There was Nancy Nasse, who helps Fourth Floor East patients and families cope with the overwhelming logistics for the
wounded and their families. Nasse was chatting with Quist’s
wife, Liz Czernicki Quist ’98, when Liz Quist mentioned going to
college in Maine. “What school?” Nasse recalled asking. Turns
out her husband, David Nasse ’99, is a lawyer and a Marine
Corps major. “He’s in Kabul right now,” she said.
Joining the Colby circle was John Maddox ’99, a U.S. Navy
surgeon who met Quist early in his stay. Maddox came into the
hospital room, saw Liz Quist and said, “Didn’t you go to Colby?”
One year they lived in the same dorm, Foss Hall.
We chatted about this in the hospital corridor while one of the many medical teams
tended to Quist in his room. It was one of those “small world” conversations—connections
worth noting as a diversion from the plight of the patients all around us.
I bring it up here for that reason and for another. The military isn’t a typical Colby career
track. When, in 2010, we set out to do a story on Colbians on active duty in the armed
forces, they turned up only in the dozens, a very small minority in the alumni body of
25,000. (Sixty years ago, this was not the case.)
For that reason this story about the selfless service and continuing travails of a wounded
Marine in Colby is unusual. Given Quist’s ordeal, that’s a good thing. But I ask you to read
it and consider Erik Quist’s sense of duty and his courage and that of his wife, Liz. Then
multiply it by thousands.
This war has been fought largely out of sight but too often out of mind, as well. The allvolunteer military has allowed us the luxury of wars fought by someone else, someone who
most likely comes from a background that doesn’t include a Colby degree.
Quist didn’t leap at the chance to tell his story. But in the end he decided he should
allow the Colby community to share his experience, not because it is extraordinary, but
because it is not.
							Gerry Boyle ’78, P’06
							Managing Editor

Contributors
Lucy Dotson ’13J (“Love
Story,” P. 68), is from New
York City and majors in
English with a concentration in creative writing and
minors in studio art. She
will be working on her senior
honors thesis, a collection
of poetry, during the 2012
spring semester.

Neil Genzlinger (“The
Apple of His Ire,” P. 20) is a
television critic at the New
York Times. Before going
to the Times in 1994 he
worked at the Washington
Post, the Hartford Courant,
and the Central Maine
Morning Sentinel. He and
his wife Donna Dee ’78 live
in New Jersey.

Pat Sims (Q&A, Gregory
White Smith ’73 and Van
Gogh, P. 34) is a Mainebased freelance writer. She
is also an editor for the
literary journal Conjunctions.
She received a master’s
degree from Columbia journalism school. She lives in
Waterville.

Colby / winter 2012

CM_01-13_Ed-News.indd 3

3

1/11/12 9:12 AM

A Tabloid Fellowship?
While reading the admiring article on alumnus
and press baron Kevin Convey’s arguably scalawag
empire (“Ink In His Veins,” fall 2011 Colby), I
found my natural satisfaction on reading
about a fellow grad who’s found the tenacity
and ingenuity to achieve his vision mingled
with a strange unease. As near as I can
define that unease it consisted of wondering
if Mr. Convey, in gratitude for his recognition by Colby, should offer us money for
a fellowship modeled after, say, the Oak
Fellowship, but in this case to hire a tabloid
crusader or maybe a visiting poet of tabloid
“haiku,” whether we would find our own vision compromised.
I also wondered if Mr. Convey ever
considered hiring a repentant English major
from his old school and, if so, whether he
would consider yours truly.
James Foritano ’65
Cambridge, Mass.

On Botswana, advertising and the liberal arts
As an anthropology and biology double major turned marketer, I welcomed reading President William D. Adams’s essay, “On the Liberal Arts and the Lesson of
Steve Jobs,” (fall 2011 Colby). While its critics may see it as unfocused and impractical, as the president points out, one of the values of a liberal arts education is in the
exploration itself. Through exploration, students develop “basic intellectual capacities,” which they can then use to excel in any field. For instance, one of the most
important things I learned at Colby wasn’t a particular skillset, but rather the skill
of how to learn—something I have been able to consistently apply as I teach myself
the world of marketing. Yet perhaps a less recognized but equally deserving value of a
liberal arts education is how the seemingly unrelated knowledge accumulated during
a student’s “exploration” can directly impact one’s future career. For instance, who
would have guessed that Jobs’ calligraphy course would influence his design of the
Mac, or that I would discover my love of advertising in a public health clinic during
my Botswana study abroad? During economic times that may cause many to doubt
the value of a liberal arts education, I’m thankful for President Adams’ reminder
of the benefits of an education like Colby’s (some of which we many not even consciously be aware of), and for pushing us to keep exploring.
Darcy Taylor ’08
Redding, Conn.

Corrections
A news article in the summer 2011 issue of Colby included a report on the granting of an honorary degree to Adelaide Cromwell, who directed the African
Studies program at Boston University. The article incorrectly reported Cromwell’s age. She is 92. We regret the error.
Due to an editing error, the title of Euripides’ Electra, by Francis F. Bartlett and
Ruth K. Bartlett Professor of Classics Hanna M. Roisman was misspelled in
the spring 2011 issue. Colby regrets the error.

4

From Colby’s Facebook Page
Post: President William D. Adams told
midyear graduates that their post-Colby
lives will surprise them. Has yours?
In the almost five short years that I’ve been
out of college, I have worked for Make-AWish, freelanced as a Spanish interpreter,
freelanced as a writer/editor, taught child
development classes on the side to children in the Midwest, and am currently on
the marketing team of a non-profit providing transitional housing and social services
to families with children fleeing domestic
violence and homelessness. I used to think
I was scattered and had too many interests
to settle down and pick one path. Now I
know that I am blessed with an incredible
skill set and the tools I need to live out
each and every one of my dreams no matter how big or small they may seem. Colby
kept my spark for living and DOING alive
and continues to do so as I make connections and hear about the amazing things
my classmates are accomplishing.

Mariah Buckley ’07
I entered Colby knowing what I wanted to
do for a career. I left Colby and worked in
the Human Services field. I never followed
the career that I had desired (I wanted
to join the Foreign Service), but I learned
how to learn while at Colby. The twists of
life have brought me a wonderful son (who
wants to go to Colby!!!) and my working
hard at my MBA.

Steven Witherell ’91
I graduated from Colby with a major in
Religion/Philosophy with intent to become
an Episcopal priest. However, my father, a
Maine superintendent of schools, suggested that I take education courses in
order to support myself until I went to
Seminary. I ended up spending 40 years in
education, 29 years as superintendent in
Fairhaven, MA. At the same time I served
62 years as a lay Eucharistic Minister in
the Dioceses of Maine and Massachusetts.

Lynwood Harriman ’49
Keep up with Colby on Facebook and Twitter
facebook.com/colbycollege
twitter.com/colbycollege
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Something to Munch On
William Kalasky ’15 does more with the white
board on his door than leave messages. Kalasky
turns his door into art, here “covering” Edvard
Munch’s “The Scream.” Photo by Jesse Goldman ’12
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Megalomaniac?
Megumi Sasada ’12 takes a solo turn during
the Megalomaniacs end-of-semester a cappella
concert in Lorimer Chapel.
Photo by Julianna Haubner ’14

CM_01-13_Ed-News.indd 6

1/11/12 9:12 AM

Modeling Clean Energy

photo by JEFF POULAND

er plant, and Colby meets those criteria, according to Whitney. One major factor is that Colby’s
plant is producing heat, which is more efficient
than producing electricity with biomass.
Another key factor is that Colby’s biomass—
low-grade wood chips and forest waste including bark and treetops that would otherwise be
left on the forest floor—is coming from sustainable forestry operations within a 50-mile radius,
keeping trucking to a minimum.
Colby’s plant uses advanced technology,
including a gasification combustion system,
to create cleaner emissions. “It’s a two stage
burn—you burn the gas [along with] burning
the wood—so it’s cleaner and more efficient,”
said Whitney. Cyclonic dust collectors and a
$480,000 electrostatic precipitator minimize
pollutants entering the atmosphere.
The plant itself has been built to LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) specifications and is expected
to receive at least LEED silver certification from the U.S. Green
Building Council.
In burning approximately 22,000 tons of wood instead of
1 million gallons of oil, the College estimates a reduction of
more than 9,500 tons of carbon annually. The plant is a major
component in Colby achieving its goal of carbon neutrality by
2015. —Ruth Jacobs

O

ne million. That’s the number of gallons of oil Colby
will no longer be burning annually. It’s also a conservative estimate of the number of dollars Colby will
save annually.
But the new biomass facility, which became operational in
January, is a boon to Colby for more reasons than that. A number
of factors make Colby’s $11.25-million facility a model for green
energy. “We’ve gone above the minimum requirements to try
and have the cleanest emissions we can,” said Director of Physical
Plant Patricia Whitney.
Biomass has recently been criticized for not being as cleanburning as was previously thought. A 2010 report by researchers
at the Manomet Center for Conservation Sciences cast doubt on

photo by JEFF POULAND

“We’ve gone above the minimum
requirements to try and have the
cleanest emissions we can.”

Patricia Whitney
director of physical plant

biomass as a carbon-neutral fuel and sparked a media blitz. The
New York Times reported on plans for multiple biomass facilities
being dropped because of public disapproval.
But proponents of biomass point to factors that make for a clean-

The holding area for biomass fuel, which includes twigs and branches that
would have been left on the forest floor.
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A New Home Sweet Home
As director of the Colby Volunteer Center,
Dana Roberts ’12 had three goals for November: improve appreciation of the dormitories

Architects’ rendering of the new Mid-Maine
Homeless Shelter center in Waterville.

Colby students call home, increase awareness
about local homelessness, and raise $10,000.
She accomplished all three. On Nov. 30,
the CVC announced it had exceeded its goal of
raising $10,000 for the Mid-Maine Homeless
Shelter’s “Rebuilding Lives” campaign to build
a new shelter and homelessness prevention
center in Waterville. The student-run CVC collaborated with several organizations both on
and off campus and had raised $15,888 by
the time classes ended on Dec. 9.
The CVC’s effort to educate students consisted of an art display in the student center,

a special edition of the student newspaper,
the Echo, featuring stories of shelter guests,
a panel discussion of local experts on youth
homelessness, and a collaborative campaign
with hall staff to address a recent increase in
dorm damage. “This is our home, and many
people don’t have that,” Roberts said. “If
we’re at Colby, we’ve been blessed.”
The new Waterville facility—which will
sleep 40 guests at a time and will replace the
existing shelter that sleeps 18—is expected
to open in November 2012.
—Jennifer Stephens ’12

Opening a Dialogue

photo by kyle wehner ’14

procedural information and discussed
Allegations of sexual misconduct
how to better reach students. Associthis fall prompted the first of a series
ate Dean of Students and Director of
of community conversations about
Campus Life Jed Wartman encoursexual conduct and sexual assault on
aged students to share ideas on how
campus. On Nov. 15 more than 500
to “get more creative” about sharing
students, faculty, and staff convened in
Colby’s policies.
Page Commons for a two-hour discusOne reply—“A great way to dission moderated by professors Adam
seminate this information would be
Howard (education) and Lisa Arellano
a gender resource center”—was fol(American studies and women’s, genlowed by thunderous applause. Profesder, and sexuality studies).
sor of Education Lyn Mikel Brown
The volume of questions made it
and Berol Dewdney ’12 proposed a
clear that this discussion would only
gender and sexuality diversity rebegin to address the community’s
source center last year, and discussions
concerns about sexual assault at Colby Professors Adam Howard and Lisa Arellano moderate the
are ongoing. A proposal for a full-time
and the larger cultural issues that feed November 15 community conversation about sexual conduct.
position will go to the Board of Trustees in February, according
behaviors. Questions ranged from the specific (What is Colby’s
to Brown. A resource center, advocates say, would create a place
procedure when an assault is reported? What resources exist for
for ongoing discussion of this and other related issues.
students?) to the more broad (What can we do to make people feel
Issues of consent came up repeatedly—from what qualifies as
safer on campus? How does silence contribute to the problem?).
consent to creating a culture in which “enthusiastic consent” is
In response to calls for more education about Colby’s policies
the only acceptable form. Students in the group Male Athletes
and the procedures around reporting sexual assault, Director of
Against Violence talked about how men can contribute to change.
Counseling Services Patti Newmen discussed the process from
And students began to discuss action steps—not what the College
the counseling perspective. “Whether it happens with a student
could do, but what they could do. “If you don’t know some of the
coming in weeks, months, even years after the event, or within
ways in which communities have taken care of themselves and each
minutes of the event, we’re available to help them through the
other, you owe it to yourselves to learn those things,” said moderasteps,” she said.
tor Arellano. “I am just suggesting that you don’t want to entirely
Senior Associate Dean of Students Paul Johnston shared the
concede your power to take care of yourself to somebody else.”
procedure for filing a complaint—from working with the Colby
Students’ ideas flowed. Think about the language you use and how
administration to filing criminal charges, if a victim so chooses.
it may disrespect others. Pass community standards to freshmen. Know
Knowing how difficult these conversations can be, Johnston said,
what consent is. Don’t use alcohol as an excuse. Hold everyone to a high
“Don’t feel like you have to come alone, and don’t feel like you have
standard. Model respect. Said one student, “We’re here because we’ve
to bear that by yourself.” The Dean of Students Office, he said,
been used to meeting high expectations in all areas of our lives,
supports victims in whatever course of action they choose to take.
and I don’t think this should be any different.” —R.J.
Students criticized the use of a student handbook to disseminate
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When Nick Tucker ’10 and Sam Rouleau ’10
set out to walk across the country, volunteering along the way, the distance seemed vast.
But they’re measuring the trip not in miles but
in the parade of people they meet. The founders of Making Strides left Maine in August
and have stayed with Colby alumni along the
way. In late December they were in Dallas,
Tex., with the families of Katherine Roberts
’93 and Katherine
Tagtmeier ’92.
Tucker and Rouleau bid their hosts
goodbye with the
prospect that their
Colby connection
may lead them to
meet again. Not
so for many of the
p eop le t he p air
has met along
their trek, including
Sam Rouleau, ready for
the children in an
volunteer duty in Texas.
AIDS center where
Tucker and Rouleau built a brick walkway and,
as a reward, played with the kids.
“They seemed happy,” Tucker wrote on the
pair’s blog. “That is until we had to leave and
Reginald started to cry. Sam and I had a hard
time walking out that door. Usually people
could say ‘it’s ok, i’ll be back.’ But that’s not
necessarily the case with us.”
The Making Strides site has blog posts,
a map showing the walkers’ location, news
coverage of their journey, and contact information. —Gerry Boyle ’78

New Affiliation with Columbia
A new agreement with Columbia University
gives Colby students another opportunity to earn a dual degree in engineering. Colby has offered a similar program
with Dartmouth for many years, but the
Columbia program offers specialized degrees, such as electrical engineering, said
Associate Professor of Computer Science
Bruce Maxwell, advisor to the program.
Students apply during their senior year
and spend two years after graduation at
Columbia. According to Columbia’s materials, admission is guaranteed to students
from affiliated liberal arts colleges who
meet the requirements.

Delayed Reaction, Strong Occupation
Afterwards, said Renzo Moyano
Occupy Wall Street began Sept. 17.
’14, the movement became part of
By late October, some students and
conversations across campus—from
faculty were wondering why it seemed
the classroom to the dinner table and
no one was reacting at Colby. So they
on the Community Digest of Civil
took action and organized two events
Discourse, an all-campus e-mail list.
to engage students, faculty, and staff in
“To me that in itself
discussions about
was a huge victory,”
the issues brought
said the New York
forth by the Occupy
City native.
movement and isA second event,
sues at Colby that
on Nov. 10, which
participants thought
included visitors
should be addressed.
from the Occupy
A post on a
August movement,
campus-wide e-mail
focused on specific
list by Associate
Professor Walter
Renzo Moyano ’14 issues at Colby: pesticide use, income
Hatch (government)
disparity, and safety, to name three. Sturead: “We fill Ostrove to hear repredents broke into discussion groups and
sentatives from Wall Street talk about
reconvened with action items, some of
the virtues of ‘The Private Sector,’ and
which, like transparency in Colby’s inyet we do not participate in any of the
vestments, are currently being pursued.
‘Occupy Maine’ events. What’s up with
Back in New York for winter break,
that? If you are as curious as I am by the
an enthusiastic Moyano spent a day at
silence at Colby, join me in the Diamond
Occupy Wall Street. “I hope that more
Atrium at 3:45 on Tuesday.”
people become involved and I hope
About 70 people did, including about
that there is even more discussion on
20 professors, and the small-group concampus,” he said. Whether people agree
versations that followed seemed more
with the movement or not, he sees it as
like seminar discussions than activist
inspiring individual thought. “Because
meetings. Topics included definitions
once you think for yourself, you’re no
of success, fear, and social class. “It was
longer thinking within a set structure
successful beyond my wildest imaginaanymore. You’re questioning things and
tion,” said Hatch of the Oct. 25 event.
you use common sense.” —R.J
“It was just a level of creative thinking
that I appreciated.”
Hannah DeAngelis
’12, who said she thought
Colby’s silence was related
to a lack of identification with the movement
among students, agreed.
She spoke of the egalitarian nature of the
discussions—faculty participating with everyone
else, and no clear leader—
and the “solidarity” she
saw at the event. “It felt
like it was real, and other
As part of Occupy Colby, this public art display hung on the walls
people cared,” she said.
of the Diamond Building to provide a space for creative exchange.

“I hope that more
people become
involved and I hope
that there is even
more discussion
on campus.”

photo by dhokela yzeiraj ’13

Walking in Someone
Else’s Shoes
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Same Place, Different Mission
was awarded a Fulbright
or most of the time doesn’t
to teach and consult with
make decisions—maybe
the government regardthat’ll be useful,” he said
ing school reform, teacher
two weeks prior to leaving.
preparation, and leaderAmerican studies
ship development.
programs in Vietnam,
The Mackenzies applied
he said, will be different
for Fulbrights together.
from those in America.
Because Cal Mackenzie
“To them American
had served as a Fulbright
studies probably doesn’t
in China in 2005, his
mean deeply delving into
candidacy was prioritized
American literature,” he
Professor of Government
below
those who had never
said, but rather trainG. Calvin Mackenzie
received a Fulbright. Sally
ing people on how to do
Mackenzie received her award first, and
business with Americans. “I think their
the Colby professor was made an altergovernment understands if you’re going
nate. “I was actually looking forward to
to have a modern economy you’ve got to
being the trailing spouse,” he said. But
staff it with well-trained people.”
alas, a month later, Mackenzie got the
Based in Hanoi, Mackenzie plans
news that his services, too, were needed.
to travel throughout Southeast Asia on
“We both had interesting things to do
Fulbright-related assignments with his
there,” he said. “I think that’s what made
wife, Sarah (Sally) Mackenzie ’70. A
this happen.” —R.J.
professor at University of Maine, she
photo by fred field

G. Calvin Mackenzie sees the irony.
Forty years ago the Goldfarb Family
Distinguished Professor of Government
was in the U.S. Army, fighting against
a communist Vietnamese government.
This semester, as a Fulbright scholar,
he is working for the government of
Vietnam, helping to set up American
studies programs.
Mackenzie, author or editor of more
than 15 books on American government and politics, is looking forward to
returning with a different mission. “It’s a
beautiful country,” he said. “The people
are lovely and the economy is thriving.”
Through the Vietnamese Academy of
Social Sciences in Hanoi, Mackenzie will
work on developing curricula, training
and gathering resources for faculty, and
likely conducting seminars or lectures for
scholars studying America. “If I can help
them understand some things about how
American government makes decisions—

Giving Marriage a
New Ring
Kate Bolick ’95 started her magazine journalism career as an
editorial assistant at The Atlantic magazine. Several stops later—
including freelance assignments for Colby—the New York-based
freelance writer wrote the cover story—and made the cover.
Bolick’s full-page photo graced the cover of the November issue along with the headline for her story, “What, Me
Marry?” The story, about the ways men’s diminished prospects
and achievement have significantly narrowed options for single
women, describes a cultural sea change. Women are marrying
later and less often and increasingly choosing to have children
without a husband. “Foremost among the reasons for all these
changes in family structure are the gains of the women’s movement,” Bolick writes. “Over the past half-century, women have
steadily gained on—and are in some ways surpassing—men in
education and employment.”
It’s a wide-ranging article—historical, sociological, and cultural. And though the facts that support its premise are all around
us, the story hit with a bang. Bolick appeared on the television talk
shows, was interviewed far and wide, and saw her story optioned
by Sony Television for a television series. If you didn’t see the story
the first time around, you may see it coming to your home. —G.B.
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Twitterfeed
A selection of tweets from @colbycollege.
To see links, catch up on tweets, or sign up,
click the Twitter icon on the Colby homepage.
Waterville to get $50K from
@MaineArts Commission. Colby
Museum Dir. Corwin: City is “poised to
become a destination for arts.”
Dec. 16
Fri. @ 1, @MPBNews Speaking In
Maine: Maria Fenwick ’03 on young
teachers and urban school reform
@TeachPlus #education
Dec. 16
Walk. Bike. Telecommute. Other.
Ezra Dyer ’99 talks to @ColbyCollege
classmate @NFallat about
@UnDriving @NYTimes
Dec. 14
RT @emmaloupearson: First
day of finals @colbycollege
#playedhardworkingharder | Time
for all that hard work to pay off.
Good luck to all
Dec. 14

Microcosm of a Small World
Of 7 billion individuals now on Earth, a mere 25 million are native speakers of Amharic. So it
was a long shot when Olivia Kefauver and Thomas Kimball, senior environmental policy majors,
posted an e-mail announcement to the campus community Nov. 28 headed “ES493 class seeks
Amharic speaker,” looking for translation help.
“I didn’t know there was someone doing something on Ethiopia,” said Abebu Kassie ’14, from
Bahir Dar, Ethiopia, after she responded to the query. “I was really surprised. And really pleased
at the same time.” She was even more surprised to find that Matthew Cheever ’12, another environmental policy major in the class, was studying Lake Tana, the source of the Blue Nile. “He is
doing [research about] where I come from,” she said. “The lake he is studying? I’m from that spot!”
The ES493: Environmental Policy Practicum class presented its
research—six focused studies of key environmental issues in Ethiopia—Dec. 7, showing PowerPoint presentations featuring data-rich
GIS maps and graphics. In January Assistant Professor Travis W.
Reynolds, who taught the course, will travel to Ethiopia, where he
worked as a graduate student.
Of particular interest to the NGOs, said Reynolds, will be Kefauver’s research on how public institutions help or constrain the
activities of environmental NGOs in Ethiopia. He was
visibly eager to present his students’ research to
university scholars in Ethiopia, confident the findings
and large GIS maps layered with information about the
anthropogenic drivers of water quality in the Lake Awasa
watershed, for example, would prove valuable.
—Stephen Collins ’74

This GIS map developed by Thomas Kimball ’12 titled “Land Use and Elevation Emphasizing Agriculture
Areas Bordering Forests” was slated to be part of a presentation to Ethiopian NGOs in January.

RT @elisa_anne: Love this
@insideColby post: “Never pass up
opportunity to learn.” Easy to forget,
but so important
Dec. 12
Reid Farrington ’99’s production of A
Christmas Carol is on the cover of @
TCG’s American Theatre mag. #theater
Dec. 5

photo by julianna Haubner ’14

RT @inthecac: Definition of the Day:
Dana Sauce
Dec. 5
3 Mule teams played Bowdoin 12/3:
men’s hockey won after trailing,
women’s hockey won in OT, women’s
b-ball won by 15
Dec. 5
Prof. Catherine Besteman’s studentproduced immigration exhibit wins
national museum award | Sun Journal
Dec. 2

Trading Places
How would life at Colby be different if you were of the opposite gender? Students in the
course Girls and Activism asked that of their peers, then took photos of them with their
responses. The resulting exhibition hung in the Diamond Building in November. To read some
of the responses, search for “Trading Places” at www.insideColby.com.
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Going Home: Far and Near
Home is where one starts from. As we grow older
The world becomes stranger, the pattern more complicated
Of dead and living. Not the intense moment
Isolated, with no before and after,
But a lifetime burning in every moment…
				T.S. Eliot, Four Quartets
When I started teaching at Colby in 1986, I chose to live in an
apartment complex off West River Road. Having lived in dorms
for many years, its spacious rooms with balconies where the birds
chirped was just what I wanted. But once I moved in I was horribly
ill at home. For the first time I felt a foreigner in America. I
missed the open and welcoming spirit I experienced on campus.
So that January when a faculty apartment opened up, I quickly
shifted, and Colby became my home, and has been ever since.
My Taylor apartment was a hop away from my office in
Lovejoy, so the personal and the professional elements got richly
fused. Some of the students with whom I ate meals, shopped,
cooked, watched movies and plays, did aerobics, rehearsed for
Divali celebrations, and chatted late into the night also happened
to be in my classroom. Those outside friendships generated
informal currents within the classroom, making our discussions
fun and dynamic. Annually, students from Religions of India
class adapted the epic Ramayana into their modern syntax and
produced splendid performances that drew large audiences. The
actors playing the role of Rama, Sita, Laxmana, Ravana are deeply
imprinted in my mind.
It was with students that I first met my future husband; it was
with students I shared my grief about my mother’s sudden death; it
was students who first saw my daughter as we brought her from the
hospital. Those five years in Taylor are memorable indeed.
And I had my home in India, too. Across the miles I derived
my sustenance from its soil. I would visit my parents over the
summers, and they would visit me here. My father even led one of
my seminars on Sikhism in the Taylor apartment, and my mother

12

cooked us a Punjabi lunch. The two parts of my life were perfectly
synchronized. However, with my father’s death in 1998 my home
in India was gone. With it, my past. My life was ruptured. Issues of
identity and belonging hit me as never before. For years I did not
go back to the Punjab. I could not face that loss. My host parents
from my undergraduate days at Wellesley urged me to make a visit
to Patiala, and with them I did—though we steered away from “the
house” as far as possible.
Last year I finally faced going home. That was a transformative
moment. The Punjabi University honored me with a fellowship
and invited me for a lecture. To be welcomed as the “daughter of
the university” made it even more precious.
The Punjabi University, from its very inception in the early
sixties, had been my home. My father served as the membersecretary of the commission that led to the creation of the
university in Patiala in 1962. The university was set up in
postcolonial Punjab for the advancement of Punjabi language,
literature, and culture (the Hebrew University in Israel perhaps
is the only other university founded on language as such). The
Punjabi language popularly spoken by Muslims, Hindus, and Sikhs
alike in precolonial Punjab was severely marginalized during the
British Raj, and the linguistic divisions fomented by the colonial
state led to the violent Partition of India in 1947. The founders of
the Punjabi University knew well that human language does not
simply mirror reality, it also has the power to transform reality,
and so language was to be the resource for understanding both the
heritage of the Punjab as well as its entry into future horizons.
The headquarters of the university were lodged on the first
floor of the main guesthouse in the beautiful Baradari Palace,
and my family lived on its upper floor. From the balcony in its
haloed senate hall with elegant chandeliers, my friends and I
would watch lectures being delivered. Layers of history enriched
this site, for once upon a time it was from here that the royal
women in purdah watched affairs of state—without being seen.
Of course we were not interested in the happenings below. Mere
kids full of pranks, all we wanted was to distract a few sets of
eyes from the lecturer towards us, and for our success we got into
terrible trouble.
My parents spent a year at the Center for World Religions
at Harvard, and upon his return my father became the chair of
the first academic department of religious studies in India. The

photo by Maddie Bergier ’12

By Nikky-Guninder K. Singh
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Crawford Family Professor of Religion Nikky Singh, standing, hosts students from her seminar on South Asian women in her house for a home-cooked Indian meal.

department launched the Journal of Religious Studies and hosted
many international conferences bringing distinguished scholars
to the campus to foster understanding and peace amongst people
of different religions and nationalities. My father also traveled
extensively, lecturing on different facets of Sikhism in Japan,
Belgium, Holland, England, and the United States. He was an
active member of the World Conference on Religion and Peace,
and joined the International Consultation in Search of NonViolent Alternatives in Derry, Northern Ireland. Through his
scholarship, travels, and warmth of personality he developed
many lifelong friendships. Since there were barely any hotels in
Patiala those days, we often had dear friends from afar, youngsters
then but now distinguished professors, stay in our home. Local
friends and relatives would drop in, and our house would resound
with animated discussions on Sikh politics and history. My larger
home was the vibrant university campus where I was exposed to
the social and cultural side of the Punjab during its many events
and celebrations. There were poetry symposiums and theater
productions. It was from here that I left for America in the 1970s.
That at-homeness I felt on the Punjabi University campus carried
on, for I invariably lived on U.S. campuses as a student in high
school, college, graduate school, and as a faculty member at Colby.
Just as it provided great joy and freedom, coming home to the
Punjabi University invested me with responsibility too: I must

work harder to create arabesques of understanding between East
and West. I must take up new scholarly projects, which would join
the two spheres into one home. I must intimately familiarize my
students at Colby with Asian spiritualities so instead of merely
producing technological webs in this global market they create
meaningful connections and a real sense of home. As Martin Luther
King Jr. said decades ago, “We have inherited a large house, a great
‘world house’ in which we have to live together—black and white,
Easterner and Westerner, Gentile and Jew, Catholic and Protestant,
Moslem and Hindu—a family unduly separated in ideas, culture,
and interest, who, because we can never again live apart, must learn
somehow to live with each other in peace.”
My wish for my Colby students is to build us something even
more than a large house: in the Maine winter, it should be a warm
and cozy home where we can be individual with our unique talents
and interests and yet enjoy enduring connections. The shawl I
received that December morning in Patiala keeps me snug here.
The words that greeted me charge me to take up my “daughterly”
duty, and they reveal the phenomenal force of language. Yes,
“home is where one starts from.” Now I always look forward to
homecoming, in the Punjab and on Mayflower Hill.
Nikky-Guninder K. Singh is Crawford Family Professor of Religion
and chair of the Department of Religious Studies

Colby / winter 2012

CM_01-13_Ed-News.indd 13

13

1/11/12 9:13 AM

The Road
Story Gerry Boyle ’78

Photography Nick Cardillicchio
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T

he convoy rolled out of the U.S. Marines’ camp on the morning
of Aug. 5. For Captain Erik Quist ’99, a month into a deploy-

ment to the rugged and restive area north of Marja in Afghanistan’s
Helmand Province, it was a first chance to visit eight outlying bases
manned by the 220 newly installed Marines under his command.
“See my Marines and say, ‘Hey, how are we doing?’” Quist said.
“Make sure they were doing all the right things.”
He never got there.

from Marja
Wounded in Afghanistan, Capt. Erik Quist ’99, USMC, sees another side of combat
On a road through the Helmand Province farmland, Quist’s armored vehicle was hit by a roadside bomb packed with more than
60 pounds of explosives. The bomb was detonated by someone
pulling a wire trigger, the explosion ripping through the truck’s
steel-plate floor.
The driver was slightly injured. The gunner was seriously injured.
The Navy corpsman riding in the rear seat was severely injured.
Quist, in the front passenger seat, was the most badly hurt, with
seven fractured vertebrae, from his tailbone to his neck, broken
heel bones in both feet, his left leg broken where it attaches to
the ankle.
The heat from the explosion spattered his left foot with secondand third-degree burns. An artery in his neck was separated, the
lining of the artery blown loose.
Quist was pulled from the wreckage, treated at the scene, and
medevaced to Camp Bastion, the NATO hospital in Helmand. Five
days later, after a stop for treatment at a military hospital in Germany, he was delivered, along with his injured corpsman, to the
Walter Reed National Military Center in Bethesda, Md., where an
entire floor is dedicated to treatment of servicemen and women
severely injured in combat.
“Everybody asks me how I am,” Quist said, in his hospital bed, a
cervical collar clamped around his injured neck, both feet in casts,
pain medication flowing through an intravenous tube. “My first word
is ‘lucky.’”
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“I don’t have that answer,”
He knows full well that
he said.
he came close to death, but he
But Quist does understand
also knows he was spared the
exactly why a 20-year-old Maeven more severe injuries sufrine with one leg would want
fered by those all around him
to go back into combat. Quist
on Fourth Floor East.
knows because he intends to do
The “Wounded Warriors
the same thing, when and if he
Floor,” as it is known, brings a
can. “My roommate from colvisitor face to face with some of
lege keeps saying, ‘How many
the consequences of the Afghan
more times do you have to go
war. A young man with both
over there?’” Quist said.
feet amputated sits in a wheelHe doesn’t have to go. He
chair by the elevator. There are
never
did. Quist went to Matwo young men on the ward
Erik Quist ’99, then an assistant operations officer, left, with fellow
rine
Corps
Officer Candidate
who have lost both legs below
officers in Barwanah, Iraq, in December 2006. (contributed photo)
School, was commissioned,
the waist. They transport themthen served two tours in Iraq. He survived the fighting around
selves along the tile-floored corridors on wheeled platforms, like
Ramadi and the Haditha Triangle, but some of the Marines unskateboarders. Double amputees, triple amputees. Quist knows
der his command did not. And yet he didn’t hesitate to fight in
because soon after he arrived, he began making the rounds.
Afghanistan, won’t hesitate to return to Helmand Province.
At the time, Quist, 34, was one of two officers on the floor.
“Don’t get me wrong. I hate being away from Liz,” he said, as
This is typical because the Afghan war is what Marines call “a
his wife, Liz Czernicki Quist ’98, stood by his bedside. “I don’t
squad leader’s fight,” fought by enlisted Marines rather than
like being away from Mom and Dad. Certainly, I love what I have
the officers.
in the United States. But when you go there and you see what’s
going on and you see the improvements that are being made. …”

“They want to talk to somebody else who was on
the ground, in the same fight, eating the same
dirt. When they get that in an officer form, they’ll
ask a lot of questions. And the first question usually is, ‘Once I get my prosthetic legs put on, can I
get back to the fight?’” —Erik Quist

“A sergeant,” Quist said. “Twenty-one, twenty-two, twenty-three. They’re out there and they’re making the hard decisions as to whether the guy who just got injured needs to be
medevaced right now. Or two hours from now. They’re the guys
making the decision whether they need artillery or an air strike.
Right now. They’re the guys making the decision what key leaders need to be visited and, once they’re visited, do we help them
out? They’re making some huge decisions at a very young age.
“They’re the ones putting in all the work. It’s the young enlisted guys, unfortunately, who end up here.”
It took the hospital staff 45 minutes to ready Quist
for his wheelchair. It was an arduous process, one that required
Quist to give himself a few extra jolts of painkiller. But he felt it
was his responsibility to continue to lead his Marines. In effect,
a new squad had formed on Fourth Floor East.
“They want to talk to somebody else who was on the ground,
in the same fight, eating the same dirt,” Quist said. “When they
get that in an officer form, they’ll ask a lot of questions. And the
first question usually is, ‘Once I get my prosthetic legs put on, can
I get back to the fight?’”
He paused.

Before he was Capt. Erik Quist, USMC, he was Erik Quist,
Colby economics major and business administration and sociology minor. One of his teachers, Herbert E. Wadsworth Professor
of Economics James Meehan, remembers Quist as a smart and
interesting student—and knows him now as a smart and interesting Marine officer. “He’s clearly a very thoughtful guy,” said
Meehan, who visited Quist at the Bethesda hospital. “He’s not
just somebody sent over there with a gun.”

Pins protrude from Marine Corps Capt. Erik Quist’s left heel, shattered
in a bomb blast in Afghanistan in August.
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Quist describes his Colby self as entrepreneurial, “not really
Gordon Gecko,” he said. “I wanted to go out and make money.”
He did just that.
Quist lived in Virginia and worked for tech companies as that
industry was booming. He was 23, driving a BMW, and liked his
job. And yet something was missing, he said.
Liz Quist remembers the first signs. “We were still dating at
the time,” she said. “He kept coming back to … my apartment
and saying, ‘You know, I don’t feel like I’ve done anything today
for God or country.’ I looked at him like, ‘What does that mean?’
“He said, ‘I love what I’m doing. I love the money I’m making, but it’s just not the same.’”
The same as what?
Erik Quist’s father, Burton Quist, was a career Marine Corps
officer, fought in Vietnam. Both his grandfathers served in the
Marines in World War II, both fighting on Guadalcanal. But
growing up, Erik Quist and his brother Carl were just regular
guys. Erik Quist said his parents never pushed them toward the
Marine Corps and his mother, Catherine Quist, says she doesn’t
recall the boys even talking about it.
But Burton Quist had a saying, his son said. “He’d come
home from work and he’d say, ‘So what did you do for God and
country today?’ It was his way of engaging me in, ‘What did you
do today?’ But I think a little bit was to remind me, ‘You’re having fun, it’s okay, but just remember there are bigger things out
there, bigger needs.’ We would kind of laugh about it.”
But by 2002—in the wake of 9/11—Quist wasn’t laughing.
“It started to build a little bit, a little bit more, and at the end
I said, ‘I’m adding to somebody else’s bottom line.’ So I started
to rethink where I wanted to go.”
At 24 Quist decided to join the Marine Corps and applied to
Officer Candidate School. Meehan, his economics professor at
Colby, wrote his recommendation.
Five years later, Carl Quist also joined the Marine Corps. He

Captain Erik Quist ’99 does exercises under the direction of a physical
therapist at Holmes McGuire VA Medical Center in Richmond, Virginia.

now is a lieutenant serving in Afghanistan. When Erik Quist was
wounded, his young brother was flown to the hospital in Helmand
to see him. Carl Quist talked to his parents by satellite phone and
reassured them. “He said, ‘He’s sitting in bed eating a piece of pizza. He’s banged up but he’s going to be okay,’” Liz Quist recalled.
Perhaps only in the Marine Corps could the injured Quist be
described as “banged up.”
a RECENT Tuesday morning began for Quist before 5 a.m.
when medical teams arrived at his bedside. “He’s got a pain management team, a neurosurgery team, an orthopedic team, occupational therapy, physical therapy,” Liz Quist said. “You name it.”
That morning, Quist was holding an electrical device over
his left temple. There were other pads attached to his back and
shoulders. A machine shot electrical charges into areas to dampen the spasms caused by his spine injuries.
The medical teams had concluded that Quist was ready to
be moved from Bethesda to what is known as a “poly-trauma”
rehab unit at a Veterans Administration hospital. There is one
in Richmond, Va., but the other possibilities are in Minnesota,
Florida, and California.
But Liz Quist explained that she’s a certified public accountant and has her own business. She is also a town councilor in the
couple’s hometown of Occoquan and has responsibilities there.
She’s been going home once a week, driving in the middle of the
night to avoid traffic, and bringing work back to the hospital.
Quist’s mother, Catherine, hadn’t left Bethesda since arriving at
the hospital Aug. 10, a month earlier, from Rhode Island. His
dad had to return to work but continued to visit.
“If you’re talking about Tampa or Palo Alto,” Liz Quist said,
“I don’t know how that’s going to work out.”
When it comes to navigating the bureaucracy that
surrounds wounded warriors, the Quists are lucky as well.

Above, boots protect his severely injured feet and ankles, shattered by the
force of the bomb set off under his armored vehicle.
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by the conflict in AfghaniDuring Erik Quist’s first
stan is an ongoing process,
tour in Iraq, one of their close
he said, and the military’s
friends died in combat. Liz
methods have advanced since
Quist joined with other Mahe fought in Iraq. The Comrine Corps wives to start the
bat Op Center in Ramadi in
Semper Fi Fund, a nonprofit
2004 consisted of a couple of
that assists family members
laptops. In Afghanistan the
of wounded Marines.
equivalent center has “live
In 18 months the group
UAV feeds, flat panel televiraised $10 million. “We
sions, bunch of computers all
opened ten thousand pieces
tracking different stuff on
of mail in my kitchen and my
battlefield, five or six differliving room while he was deent radios.”
ployed,” Liz Quist said.
Captain Erik Quist ’99 visits with his wife, Liz Czernicki Quist ’98 and his
But all of that technol“I got home [from Iraq in
mother-in-law, Mary Beth Czernicki, during a break from rehab exercises.
ogy can result in informa2004] and I go on mail-opention overload unless considerable analytical skills are brought to
ing duty,” Quist said. “Here’s a ten-dollar check, a five-dollar
bear. “The first step is problem framing,” Quist said. “Frame out
check, a few quarters that a five-year-old put in an envelope.”
issues within that problem.
The Semper Fi fund has disbursed millions to the families of
“How much firepower the enemy brings to the fight, what are
wounded Marines, helping pay for travel, housing, lost income.
the NGOs we can deal with. Who are the power brokers, where
Liz Quist said she had a very hard time walking into hospital
are the local schools, what tribe is this. ... You have to bring all
rooms and talking to the Marines, their families. “Now to be
of that into the problem or the mission at hand and apply it to
back here as one of those families—it’s bizarre,” she said.
the problem set.”
Through her work with the Semper Fi Fund and the Bob
Quist said he applies critical-thinking skills he learned at
Woodruff Foundation, for traumatic brain injury, Liz Quist is
Colby to the problems he faces in Helmand Province. “Being at
familiar with the world of the wounded and their families. But
Colby,” he said, “[Liz and I] obviously have run into some pretty
it’s a new experience for her husband. “Liz understood this asbrilliant minds. In fact Professor Meehan owes me the solution
pect of it,” he said. “I didn’t. The Marines I had who were into a sustainable economy structure for Afghanistan.”
jured or killed, I never saw them again.”
He smiled, his face pinched by the collar. “He promised me
that he would provide that.”
“... seeing kids go back to school. That’s a huge step.
But Quist says some of the smartest people he’s met have been
Seeing the local markets open up again. To see the
in the Marine Corps. “Being able to build recognition primed
activity. Gas pumps that haven’t been working in,
decision-making [a military term], where you can take in vast
you know, years. And now they’re up and running
amounts of information and be able to quickly make a decision.
And then quickly reanalyze the action of that decision and make
again. ... The question is, how can we further that
further decisions and adjustments,” he said.
success with the time available?” —Erik Quist
All of that takes place in a part of Afghanistan where there
are daily “engagements,” though the battles are shorter than
the battles Quist saw in Iraq in 2004. In Afghanistan, he said,
Now Quist sees it every day. In between the medical treatthere is more opportunity to create relationships with the local
ments there are the visitors. Family friends and Colby friends.
people. And it isn’t only officers learning the culture.
Representatives of veterans’ groups. And also Marines and sol“It’s amazing what some of the younger Marines—eighdiers who once were wounded warriors themselves.
teen, nineteen, twenty—are doing. ... They’ll read books upon
Quist said he had a visit from a Marine, a former staff serbooks—Afghan culture, Taliban culture, Taliban history, Afgeant who lost one leg below the knee. “He was in here with his
ghan history. They will dive into language. Rosetta Stone. Some
daughter,” he said. “Instead of going to the movies or whatever,
of them outpace me.”
they come here.”
Just as Erik Quist visits the enlisted Marines on the floor,
They are using these skills in the area north of Marja, an
senior officers come to visit him. The assistant commandant of
area that has been a Taliban stronghold. U.S. Marines, Afghan
the Marine Corps, Gen. Joseph Dunford, came to his room to
soldiers, and British troops invaded Marja in February 2010,
personally award a Purple Heart and has visited several times.
driving insurgents out. Quist’s 1st Battalion, 6th Marines, (1/6
A staffer for the national security advisor stopped and talked to
in military shorthand) was then sent north of the town to what
him about the situation in Afghanistan. “So what do you think?”
he describes as the insurgency’s last foothold in the area. Since
Quist recalled. “What have you seen?”
then, the Marines have been fighting to push out the Taliban or
The evaluation and understanding of the problems posed
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every day, three or four key-leader engagements,” he said. “And
eliminate them in place. Across the region, and in Quist’s area
[at each one] I would have a key leader or three key leaders or
of operation—rugged countryside around the towns of Karezjust local power brokers sitting in front of me. I would not be
e-sayyidi and Badula Qulp—the Taliban have fought back.
surprised if one, two, three of them were the enemy. And I don’t
“The reason is because it’s right on the edge,” Quist said.
know it, but that’s the arena in which I have to operate.”
“The enemy knows that the people don’t want them there anyAnd would those leaders regret that the Marine captain with
more. The enemy knows that we are making advances. … They
whom they’d been having tea had been seriously wounded? “For
know that their time there is limited. They are trying desperthose that are friendly, I’m sure that the note they took was that,
ately to hold onto this because it’s the last piece of area that they
hey, the guy in charge was just hit,” Quist said. “If the guy in
can really hold on to.”
charge was hit, what does that mean?”
Insurgents continue to murder civilians, he said, and the TalSo what does it mean? For Quist, it’s months of medical treatiban has stepped up attacks on U.S. and Afghan forces.
ment and rehab, maybe a change in the direction of his career in
“And they’re losing,” Quist said. “So this is becoming desthe Marine Corps. For his wife and his family, it means a change
peration hour now. … That’s where you get back to the test of
in life as they knew it. For the mission in Afghanistan, he said,
wills. Who has more will and who is more willing to maintain
it means very little.
and continue the fight longer.”
“I fully expect that we’re going to continue to do what the
The cost is apparent. Quist, through a Marine liaison on
company before us did, and the company before them did, which
the hospital staff, gets regular reports from his company. “Unwas continuously build a cumufortunately, I’ve received more
lative effect that continues to
than my fair share of casualty
make the locals understand why
reports,” he said, his voice lowwe’re here, what we’re doing,
ered. “We’ve had a few KIA and
how it benefits them both in the
several WIA.”
short and the long run. Once
But Quist is adamant that
they see that, and once they unprogress is being made.
derstand that, they’re a hundred
“Seeing kids go back to
percent more than willing to
school. That’s a huge step. Seejump on board and not help us
ing the local markets open up
but help themselves.”
again. To see the activity. Gas
pumps that haven’t been working in years, now they’re up and
running. Schools that haven’t
EPILOGUE
been used because the Taliban
Almost three months after the
told them they couldn’t use
explosion that changed his life, Erik
Quist listens as the condition of his left ankle and foot is assessed.
them are now open.
Quist was faced with another deci“The question is, how can we further that success with the
sion that could be life-changing. Wait for his left foot to heal enough
time available?”
for fusion surgery, and work through recovery that could take years, or
Quist is aware of the political realities surrounding the Afelect for amputation, which would leave him with a more certain future.
ghan war, both at home and in the villages and towns where his
That was the situation in late November, when Quist and his wife Liz
Marines operate.
Quist met with his medical team.
In Helmand Province that means offering people a better
They told him that his left foot is “off the charts” in terms of severalternative to life under the Taliban. And a better life is tied to
ity of damage. They said they will try the fusion, if possible. But the
economic opportunity and safety.
foot hasn’t healed enough for surgery yet, and the longer that tissue
“At least a semipermanent economic growth,” Quist said.
healing takes, the more the bones deteriorate. “It is a Catch-22,” Quist
The path to that is convincing locals that they can rely on
wrote in an e-mail from the hospital in Richmond, Virginia.
their own security forces, backed by the Marines. The tactics
The other option? “After much prodding, the doctor recommended
and technology used by the United States there have limited
that I consider amputation of the left foot,” Quist wrote.
collateral damage, he said. “The unit that was there before us,
As of this writing, Nov. 30, the Quists had decided to press on with
they had no civilian casualties for their time there. … We’re able
treatment, despite the daunting odds and the prospect of a long and
to do that, plus, as we grow a relationship with the local elders,
arduous recovery.
we help them improve their villages, gain security in their vil“At the beginning of this journey the doctors were concerned about
lages. They are much more willing to provide us information
infection in, and amputation of, the right foot at Camp Bastion. I beat
that allows us to be a bit better at what we do.”
it,” Erik Quist wrote. “Then, at Bethesda, the docs were concerned
And he knows the reality of that relationship, too.
about the tissue damage and dying tissue on the left foot which would
Quist said he was building relationships with local elders but
have required amputation. I beat that. The current situation? Who
knows to take expressions of friendship with caution. “I’ve had,
knows, but Liz and I expect to go three for three.”
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The Apple of His Ire
For monologist Mike Daisey, the death of Steve Jobs was another defining moment in a remarkable career

20
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The guy certainly has timing.
Mike Daisey ’96 was a day away from beginning technical
rehearsals for the run of his latest show at the Public Theater in
New York when he heard the news that Steve Jobs, cofounder of
Apple, had died. Which was of particular interest to him because
Jobs is the subject of that show. And it’s no hagiography.
“The Agony and the Ecstasy of Steve Jobs,” the piece is called.
In it Daisey, who in the last decade has become the country’s
leading monologist, starts by confessing his love of Apple
products but works his way around to a scathing condemnation
of the way they’re made: with cheap Chinese labor working in
wretched conditions. He calls out Jobs for not using his standing
in the computer business and American society to change this.
But if you’re thinking Daisey experienced a twinge of glee at
Jobs’s death, you’re wrong. “I felt terrible,” he said, recalling the
moment over a long lunch at Frankies 457, a cozy Italian restaurant near his home in Carroll Gardens, Brooklyn. He knew the
man was ill, of course—indeed, he knew more than most people,
because he had been performing “Agony and Ecstasy” for a year
around the country, and people with connections to Apple who
had seen it would pass him tidbits of information.
“But I didn’t make any preparations,” he said. “It’s like dealing
with someone who’s dying in your family. In an abstract way
you’re like, ‘Well, one day they’ll die, but that one day is solidly in
the future; no matter where we are, it’s in the future.’ So it’s still
shocking when they actually die.”
Daisey was in his living room October 5 when the news came
over the wires. He took a few quiet moments to reflect before
going to tell his wife, Jean-Michele Gregory, who is also his
director, so they could begin figuring out what the death meant
for their show. Then, within 15 minutes, the New York Times was
calling asking him to write an oped piece about Jobs, which he
did (annoying the Apple faithful, since the article was not the
worshipful mush everyone else was writing in those first days
after Jobs’s passing). “In a way, I was grateful to be busy,” he said.

Story Neil Genzlinger
Photos Stan Barouh
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That Daisey was in a position to have this highprofile theatrical moment was a result of another
instance of serendipitous timing. Ten years earlier in
Seattle, Daisey, still largely unknown, began sending
out publicity for a new monologue he was about
to unveil about his relatively brief tenure as an employee at amazon.com.
“The day after I sent out the press releases,”
he said, “phones started ringing, and it just
never stopped.”
It was the bursting of the dot-com bubble, and
that show, “21 Dog Years: Doing Time @ amazon.
com,” captured the moment perfectly. It ended up
playing all over the world, including at the Cherry
Lane Theater in New York. “He frequently seems

the monologist’s friend. “If I ever don’t feel any terror
before a show at all,” he said, “then that’s a very good
sign that I’m about to have a really bad performance.”
When Daisey first arrived at Colby in the fall of
1991, poetry, not performing, was the main thing on
his mind. He had grown up in Fort Kent, in Aroostook County, but the family had moved to Newport,
in central Maine, just as he was starting high school.
Dennis Gilbert ’72, a teacher in a regional gifted-andtalented program, encouraged his writing, which
was mostly poetry, and since Gilbert had gone to
Colby, Daisey applied there. He was accepted. His
vision of his future as he started college was nothing
like the future that actually came about.
“I thought the sexiest thing that could happen

“It was really charged; it was like there was a thunderstorm in the room,
or there was about to be one. It made for a difficult launch. It really was
like a weather system—six days after his death was different than doing
it seven days after his death, was different than doing it eight days. Each
night the level of tension and dislocation was different.”
to have wandered way wide of his narrative path,”
Bruce Weber, reviewing the show for the Times in
2002, wrote of Daisey’s style, “only to swing satisfyingly back to it through an unexpected door.” The
show and a subsequent book also earned him an
appearance on The David Letterman Show.
Daisey’s monologues are remarkable feats of
extemporaneous speaking. The Steve Jobs piece
runs about two hours, no break: just Daisey in a chair
talking, with some minimal lighting effects helping
him out. And no script.
“There’s definitely an element of feeling like
you’re falling off a cliff,” he said of this type of
performance. “There’s a real terror to it.” But terror is

22

to me was, I’ll be an English professor,” he said. “One
day I’ll be wearing those jackets, and I’ll be walking
across the campus, and I’ll be teaching.”
He fashioned his own major, in aesthetics, and,
continuing an interest he had developed in high
school, took a lot of theater courses and participated in stage productions of all kinds: full stage
shows and one-acts; Shakespeare, Brecht, Beckett,
Restoration comedies. For many theater students,
a standard college career consists of three years of
working backstage and playing small parts, then
one or two big roles just before graduation. At Colby
Daisey was on stage far more, playing roles of significance throughout.

“One of the things that’s a problem with the
American theater today is that performance is a lot
like flying,” he said, and learning to fly involves a
little instruction and a lot of hours in the air. “People
don’t get enough flight time. The only flight time
that actually counts is on a stage in front of a paying
audience. Colby gave me a tremendous amount of
flight time.”
Daisey made the Colby theater program a central
part of “How Theater Failed America,” a monologue
that features a riotous description of Emeritus Professor Dick Sewell, then adjunct associate professor
of theater and dance. (“Recalling his college days at
what he calls a micro-Ivy in New England,” Caryn
James wrote in her Times review in 2008, “he combines a sense of the ridiculous—an inspiring acting
teacher resembled Gollum in ‘Lord of the Rings’—
with an unsappy yet powerful sense of the wonder
of theater.”) All that stage time and the tutelage
of Sewell and others, he said, gave him something
many people trying to fashion careers in the theater
these days lack.
“It’s a wonderful experience to live all those
lives,” he said. “I didn’t realize how far outside the
norm it was. It really made me the performer I am
now.” And if you think a monologist isn’t performing,
but merely talking, you haven’t seen Mike Daisey
work. With gestures, variations in his voice (this guy
can be very loud), the well-timed pause, he conjures
characters and creates momentum as well as any
show with a large cast and budget.
Colby had other lessons to teach Daisey, who
is from a family of modest means. “Not everything
about Colby was positive, and the nonpositive parts
were also very influential,” he said. “I had not truly
realized what privilege was until I went to Colby. And
the experience of being around people with money,
real money, was shocking and startling for me.”
That made for a certain tension—wishing he
too had that wealth, but simultaneously being ap-
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palled by it—that is often reflected in his monologues. In “Agony and Ecstasy,” for instance, he
confesses to loving Apple products—the “wealth,”
as it were—but is infuriated that they are made
through exploitation.
After Colby, Daisey made his way to Seattle,
“primarily because it was very far away from Maine,”
and made an effort to shed the performing bug. “I
tried not to write and I tried not to do theater,” he
said. “And I failed at both. I really did conceptualize it
that way. I saw it as falling off the wagon.”
It’s an apt analogy, because the leap to his current career occurred at a bar.
“During that period I would go to bars after
shows,” he recalled. “And people would say, ‘Where
are you from?’ I’d say Maine, and they would say,
‘Maine? That’s a long way from Seattle. What
brought you here?’ And I would say, ‘Well, blaaaawwwg,’” making a sound as if disgorging everything
from his brain.
“I would tell the entire story,” he said. “It was like
‘The Rime of the Ancient Mariner.’ I would fix them
with my hoary eye, and they’d be trapped there,
those poor people at the bar, until I released them, a
painfully long time later.”
Acquaintances started suggesting he try the
same thing on stage, so he rented a small theater,
booking a late-night time slot. Then he sat down
to write his show. Nothing came. A friend, though,
helped him around that roadblock.
“He just said, ‘Maybe you don’t want to write it,
maybe you want to tell it,’” Daisey said. “It sounds
ridiculous, but it was like bells going off.”
So that’s what he did—and it seemed to work.
“The show was very successful, that first monologue,” he said, adding, “Let’s be clear: it was very
successful in the context of late-night garage theater
in Seattle. That means, namely, that we were pulling
in, sometimes, as many as twenty-five people.”
The crowds have grown—the “Agony and

Ecstasy” run at the Public, one of New York’s most
prestigious theaters, has been a tough ticket and was
extended—but the way he works hasn’t changed.
“The pattern from that very first monologue
has remained substantially the same,” he said. “I
like to think that I’m better at it now, but the core is
the same. I wrote nothing, not a single word, but I
thought about it endlessly, until about twenty-four
hours before the first performance. And then I made
an outline. And then, opening night, the lights came
up. I had no idea what I was going to say, truly, but
began to speak, and I performed the show.”
That there is no script means his shows are different each night. It also means he has the luxury
of learning from reviews and making adjustments
based on them. That was something he had to learn;
a negative review of an early monologue drove him
from performing for three years (and, fortuitously,
led him to take the job at amazon.com).
“The same way that a critic maintains a critical
distance when they write the reviews, it’s so important to maintain a critical distance when you read
your reviews,” he said. “They’ll eat you alive, in every
direction. If they’re positive, they’ll destroy you. If
they’re negative, they’ll destroy you.”
“One thing that has come out of that distance,”
he added, “is that I think we”—he and his wife—“are
the people in the American theater who have the
highest track record of making changes in our work
based on critics’ feedback, because there is no playwright; everyone’s integrated. If we read reviews that
actually touch us, changes tend to happen.”
More important in the shaping of a piece, though,
is that mysterious inner voice that creative people
have. The subconscious, Daisey calls it. The monologues may not be scripted, but they do have a
structure. Yet each time they’re performed, the shape
changes because an element or a phrase that he
didn’t realize was there makes its presence known.
“Sometimes something will be consciously built

as a framework to get somewhere,” he said, “but
then something new will flower in a performance.
The things that flower tend to stay. The things that
were built tend to be superstructure, and they get
removed as other parts get stronger, until there’s almost nothing in it that’s not from my subconscious.
Because generally my subconscious is better at
being spontaneous and inventive than I am. I’m not
bad, but my subconscious is much better.”
And so he found himself, on Oct. 11, six days after
Jobs’s death, giving the first performance of “Agony
and Ecstasy” at the Public. And yet another element
that can change a show was felt, dramatically.
“It was really charged; it was like there was a
thunderstorm in the room, or there was about to be
one,” he said of that first performance. “It made for a
difficult launch. It really was like a weather system—
six days after his death was different than doing it
seven days after his death, was different than doing
it eight days. Each night the level of tension and
dislocation was different.”
Daisey sees a parallel between his years at
Colby—entering as a poet with visions of being an
English professor; emerging as something completely different—and the evolution of his monologues.
“You change more, you find out who you are
more, when you’re young,” he said, and so do the
monologues. “It’s very similar to that arc we have, in
that when we’re young we don’t know who we are,
we don’t know what story it is we want to tell. Shows
change twenty percent, twenty-five percent, from
performance to performance. But then you start to
figure out what it is you want to say. It gets to the
point where it’s a fully mature adult monologue. It’s
still changing, but now it’s changing very little.”
“Agony and Ecstasy,” he believes, reached its
adulthood in those days after Jobs’s death.
“I didn’t have the insight to know this ahead of
time,” he said, “but until he passed away, the show
was not done.” ∏
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Uncorking
the Mommy

Market

Phenomenal Facebook following
has Marilé Borden contemplating the
future of Moms Who Need Wine
Story by Ruth Jacobs

Photos by Mary Schwalm ’99

S

ometimes clicking “Like” on Facebook is the most engagement a busy person can muster.
But there’s a chance that at the other end of that
news feed a business-minded marketing professional is
carefully crafting messages to increase engagement and
boost the value of her Facebook audience. Those likes or
comments—from a strong base of Facebook followers who
pay attention to posts—have value. Or do they?
Some people, like Marilé (pronounced mare-ih-LAY)
Borden ’94, are banking on the belief that they must. At
the forefront of the bold new frontier where there is profit
to be made from Facebook pages, Borden is the founder of
Moms Who Need Wine, a page that, at press time, had the
interest of 425,000 people (formerly called fans).
What started as a fun experiment for an advertising professional quickly became an opportunity as the likes poured
in. Almost three years later, Borden has appeared on the
Gayle King Show and in the Huffington Post, among other
places. Although MWNW has yet to turn much profit, she
is optimistic. “I have a lot of ears and a lot of eyeballs—and
that’s valuable to somebody,” she said from her living room
in suburban Northborough, Mass., where she lives with her
husband and two children, Jack, 8 and Lia, 5.
Much of Borden’s day is spent on her leather couch, laptop on lap, fireplace to the right, kitchen to the left. She

has a home office but it’s in the basement and going there
makes work feel too much like work, she says. She is surrounded by photos of the six-month world tour she took
with her husband before they had children—a trip born of
the same “why not” attitude that inspired MWNW. “We
have people say to us, ‘Gosh, I wish I could do that,’” she
said. “It’s like ‘Well, you can. Just do it.’”
Her foray into the “mommy market” began when she
was adopting her daughter from China. She started reading
adoption blogs and “was fascinated by this sort of subculture of the mommy blog world,” she said. “It was like ‘Gosh,
I’m not the only one who just fed my kids Oreo cookies for
breakfast and tried to justify it as a food group.” She saw
an opportunity and began strategizing based on having
watched DailyCandy, a daily e-mail feed, sell to Comcast
for $125 million.
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Moms Who Need Wine founder Marilé Borden ’94, pictured with her daughter, Lia, and son, Jack, at the kitchen counter where she conducts much of
her business as a social marketing entrepreneur and owner of an advertising business. Right: Moms Who Need Wine on Facebook has more than 425,000
“Likes” and a loyal group of followers who consider the page their community.
In 2009 Borden saw that “moms were flocking to Facebook,” so she
decided to start a fan page to see what happened. She knew the name
was critical to attracting fans.
“I literally launched Moms Who Need Wine on a whim,” she said.
At the crux are the notions that moms are busy, that they prefer reading bite-sized bits, and that many long for a community of like-minded
people. Though much of the media attention paid to MWNW has
been related to marketing alcohol to mothers, Borden says it’s not about
that. Moms “are admitting it’s a tough job, and are looking for validation,” she said. “It’s about moms who need moms.” Or, as one Facebook
mom wrote in response to a query, “It’s a community of bright modern
women who balance work, kids, and life’s challenges and then raise a
glass to celebrate making it through another day.” (See sidebar.)
Another wrote: “Good wine recommendations, funny blogs, excellent stories from moms just like me who aren’t the apron-wearing
perfect June Cleaver-esque type.” While the Facebook page sees the
most activity, MWNW is also a website with blogs from handpicked
mom bloggers who tell stories about things like 3-year-olds wetting
their pants and tricking kids to be well-behaved by making them
think they’re being defiant.
The site includes wine reviews as well as information about the
California Wine Club’s Wine Mom Series, which was created for
MWNW and includes recipe cards for pairings. Still, despite this robust site, the majority of MWNW’s activity happens on Facebook.
“It’s become this sort of one-stop-shop for moms,” Borden said, “like,
‘I can get great deals on Facebook because I’m linked to all my favorite
brands, I can connect to my friends, I can pass some time, I can feel
connected when I’m sitting home.’”
Borden has amassed a huge audience of financial decision-makers.
So why aren’t companies breaking down her door? “It’s like where the
mommy blog was five years ago,” said Borden. “On a blog most people
sell banners, and they sell impressions. ... And everybody’s looking for
results, which you can’t get until you have people that are willing to
take the chance.
“The challenge is convincing marketers that this is a valid
model,” she said.
26

Borden’s vision involves integrating companies into the
MWNW conversation—“without being obnoxious,” she said.
There is some, but not much, precedent. Colby trustee Betsy
Morgan ’90, president of the website The Blaze, points to celebrity Kim Kardashian being paid to include brands in her
tweets. But on Facebook? “I don’t think anybody’s written the
playbook or the guidebook on how to do it,” Morgan said.
Borden, who spends about a third of her workweek on this venture
(she runs a small advertising firm, Metal Creative, which she calls her
“lifeblood”), doesn’t know of anyone who is making money in this way
on Facebook. Similar entities—Facebook pages that are essentially
brands in themselves, such as Fans of Being a Mom and Positively
Positive—are also still trying to figure it out. “We definitely want to
utilize Facebook as a way to monetize it,” said Positively Positive co-

“People are like, ‘You’re so successful,’ and I’m like,
‘Yes, I do have a lot of fans.’ ... But I still haven’t quite
figured out what to do with them.”
Marilé Borden ’94
founder Eric Handler, “but we’re just exploring right now.” Positively
Positive is one of a handful of pages similar to MWNW with a large
audience base (1.1 million) and no product, per se, aside from a website. “It’s definitely uncharted territory, but we’re going with a leap of
faith and with the number of people, and we’re going to sail the ship
and see what happens.”
One of the challenges, according to Borden and Fans of Being a
Mom publisher Meredith Tedford, is that Facebook restricts what
page owners can and can’t do—and keeps changing the rules. There’s
a rule against selling status updates, Borden said. And against hosting a brand’s application tab. “It’s going to become harder and harder
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Loyal Moms
So what’s the appeal? When, for the sake of this
article, Moms Who Need Wine founder Marilé
Borden ’94 asked that of her audience, the post
received 135 comments within a few hours. Here’s
a sampling, as they appeared.

Oh it’s just nice to know that there are others who don’t
have it all together also.
In a world where everyone trying to be ‘perfect’ ; the perfect size, the perfect parent, the perfect cook, teacher, has
become the ‘norm’ it’s comforting and reassuring to know
that being imperfect is much more common. And getting
to share in everyone’s manic crazy hair pulling days and
stories makes me feel like part of a larger much happier
group of perfectly Happy being imperfect ppl!
MWNW taught me that needing a little “mommy juice”
every now and then doesn’t make me a bad mommy :)
The humor from all over the world - always good to have
a giggle and realize you aren’t the only one going through
crazy kid times.
We are moms. And we all know what that really means.
Just in a typical day, we are: short order cooks, maids, sock
finders, nurses, dog walkers, ATMs, chauffeurs, homework
checkers, ring leaders (how many fights have you broken
up just in the last 5 minutes?), managers of the pantry
(someone has to throw out the empty boxes of cereal!),
personal shoppers, therapists, and MY personal favorite~
hostess. Over all, over worked and wayyyy under paid. How
the heck do you expect to make it through the day without
the thought of wine?
Raising kids is not easy and it’s nice to know we’re not
alone! And it’s good to laugh and see the lighter side of
being a parent!
I love MWNW because it is a blessing to feel ok about a
little chill out glass, share amongst lovely other Mums who
also need a little relaxation and not feel guilty as of course
motherhood brings enough guilt as it is! Xxx
MWNW are dead on about everything! No sugar coating the
life of a real mama!
Therapy in a glass..... Who needs a shrink!!!!!
I thnk the thing I most enjoy at MWNW is the when we
share a thread about the lies we’ve told our children or
the things we done in order to keep our sanity, I know that
not only am I ‘normal’, but that there are hundreds more
just like me out there who wonder if they’re scarring thier
offspring for life, or just really trying to pick their battles.
And coming together over a glass of wine, even through a
thread, is always a wonderful time.

and harder to bring third-party advertising into our pages,” said Borden. And yet, since it hosts the primary audience, “You’re sort of at the
mercy of Facebook.”
“I’m having to reevaluate where the potential is,” she said. Constantly.
But Borden continues to come up with new ways of bringing other
brands into her page. Just prior to the holidays she hosted her second
“Mom’s Night In” event, in which she and two other moms connected
via live chat with Facebook moms to talk, relax, and taste wines. “Think
of it as MWNW meets The View (only without the fancy camera crew),”
Borden wrote in a promo. Windsor Vineyards, which sells design-yourown custom labeled wines (read: holiday gifts), sponsored the event.
She also promoted Windsor in status updates, with a special deal for
MWNW fans.
On a smaller scale she sells some logo merchandise on the website
CafePress.com, and she is considering selling wine glasses through a
fulfillment house (“I am not going to spend my life packaging up wine
glasses,” she said). She has experimented with a group deal concept—like
a smaller, targeted Groupon—but so far that hasn’t taken off. Other revenue possibilities come through the website (momswhoneedwine.com),
with links from the Facebook page to the specific blog post.
Key to building and maintaining a successful page is keeping readers
engaged and interested. For Borden that means coming up with fun, clever things to post, in addition to links to momswhoneedwine.com. The
more likes and comments, the better. Posting simple questions that don’t
require thoughtful responses has proven successful, Borden says. Perhaps
the best so far? “Sweet or salty?” Nothing to do with wine—just a fun
question on which most people have an opinion. Recently Wednesdays
became confession days. One favorite: “My husband likes to wear a shirt/
pant combo that I find appalling ... so I make sure that the two items are
never clean at the same time.”
But neither the initiatives nor the loyal readers have yet to bring in the
kind of revenue that would allow Borden to give up her other day job. “It’s
so funny,” she said. “People are like, ‘You’re so successful,’ and I’m like,
‘Yes, I do have a lot of fans.’” She laughs. “But I still haven’t quite figured
out what to do with them.”
Still, her new expertise has allowed her to broaden her advertising
business, and she’s open to—and eager for—new opportunities. “I’m segueing the ad business more into the mommy market and more into social
media, which has been fun.”
Ultimately fun is what has kept MWNW alive. Moms have fun posting wine jokes on the Facebook page and reading humorous blog posts
about the challenges of motherhood. Borden has fun fostering this community and showing up in the spotlight from time to time. When her
name and quote appeared next to Jack Kerouac’s and Princess Diana’s in
Forbes magazine’s “Thoughts on the Business of Motherhood” in May,
Borden enjoyed sharing the news. “A couple of my brothers are very successful businessmen,” she said. “So I wrote to them and I was like, ‘Okay,
sure you just sold your company
for sixty-three-million dollars—but have you ever
been quoted in Forbes?”

So much nicer than discussing politics!
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Making It Official
Colby and KIPP charter schools form partnership

The ninth-graders were hard at work at KIPP
Academy Lynn Collegiate in temporary classrooms—on the second floor of a nondescript
brick office building in working-class Lynn,
Mass. But when KIPP administrator Caleb Dolan
’96 looked around him, he saw a small, rigorous, and supportive educational community.
A lot like Colby.
“You can’t get lost on campus,” Dolan said.
“It’s a really warm place. It has that culture and
environment. There are people who want to support our kids.”
The connection between KIPP (the Knowledge Is Power Program) and Colby is now more
than the affinity of the many alumni who work in
the growing national network of charter schools.
In November Colby became a KIPP partner,
agreeing to encourage the organization’s lowincome students to apply to the College and,
once they are enrolled, to provide support systems to help them succeed.
Colby joins Tulane University and the University of Houston as a KIPP partner, hoping that
the College’s support will help more of the students (50,000 to be enrolled by 2015) to earn
a college degree—and bring high-achieving students to Colby.
Ninety-five percent of KIPP students are
African Americans or Hispanic/Latino, and
85 percent of the students are eligible for the
federal free or reduced-price meals program.
Since its founding in Houston in 1994, KIPP,
which emphasizes academic rigor and parental involvement, has expanded to include 109
schools in 20 states.
According to Dolan, 85 percent of the first
waves of KIPP graduates entered college, but
only 33 percent of those students graduated—
four times the national average for low-income
students but still far short of the schools’ goals.
“We made all these promises to families, and
it’s not thirty-three percent,” he said.
Dolan, who cofounded Gaston College Prep
in North Carolina and is now the KIPP founda-
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GERRY BOYLE ’78 STORY

Ismael Perez ’13, of Houston, left, and Joseph Whitfield ’15, of Helena, Ark., attended KIPP schools.
tion’s principal development programs director,
said school leaders are considering academic
readiness, cultural issues, financial pressures,
and lack of general “college knowledge” as reasons students drop out of college.
They are also looking at helping KIPP students find the right fit in a college or university,
and, with the partnerships, they are developing relationships with colleges that will support
KIPP students once they’re enrolled.
“One of the things we’re trying to do is almost
like Posse,” Dolan said, referring to the Posse
Foundation program that enrolls students at
Colby and other schools in “posses” of 10 to 12
students. Similarly, KIPP is trying “to cluster our
kids in schools that will support them.”
Andrea DeAngelo ’03, principal of KIPP
Academy Lynn Collegiate, was a head resident

at Colby and recalls the first Posse students
arriving—and the support systems that were in
place for them and for all first-years. “When I
was a sophomore at Colby, I was a peer mentor
and worked with a group of freshmen,” DeAngelo said. “Just seeing the different connections
and groups that kids can become a part of—I
feel like that’s huge.”
The experience of KIPP students now at
Colby (there are three) bears that out, two
of them said. Ismael Perez ’13 attended a
KIPP school in Houston, went on to Loomis
Chaffee School in Connecticut (his Houston
school offered grades five through eight), and
now is a mathematics major with minors in
physics and Chinese. Perez studied abroad in
India and plans to study in Beijing later this
year. In addition he is on the Pugh Community
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Colby alumni at KIPP Academy Lynn, in Massachusetts, include, from left, Kate Riley ’07, Andrea DeAngelo ’03, Ben Desmond ’11, and Caleb Dolan ’96.
Board, which does programming for multicultural events, and he sings in the Colby Eight
and the Colby Chorale.
While Maine and Colby aren’t familiar to
many Houston students, Perez said he found
Maine to be “a community-oriented state” and
Colby to be a close-knit community. “It’s that
atmosphere of everyone working together,” he
said. “That’s something that resonates with a
lot of KIPP students.”
Another “KIPPster,” Joseph Whitfield ’15, of
Helena, Ark., said the director of KIPP Delta Collegiate schools there, Scott Shirey ’98, talked
up Colby, as did the school’s principal Todd
Dixon ’06, and Whitfield’s cross-country coach,
Brian Hurley ’03. “All they talked about was
Colby, Colby, Colby,” Whitfield said. “I was like,
‘What is there in Maine to do?’”

“It’s that atmosphere of everyone
working together. ... That’s
something that resonates with a lot
of KIPP students.”
Ismael Perez ’13
It was Colby’s academics that convinced
him to apply, he said, and he was nervous
through orientation, worried that he wouldn’t

measure up in the classroom. It turned out
that KIPP prepared him well academically,
in terms of study skills, time management,
note taking, and speaking in class. Whitfield
said he may major in anthropology (“the light
bulb went on last week”) and perhaps join the
Peace Corps. In terms of the social transition
at college, he said he’s watched older Posse
Scholars mentor younger Posse students “like
a big brother, big sister.”
He’d do the same for any KIPP students
who come to Colby in the future, Whitfield
said. His message: “There’s always a support
group for you.”
Whitfield may offer a support group of his
own with some special credibility. He and his
roommate were elected co-presidents of the
Class of 2015.
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Visiting Assistant Professor of Geology Bruce Rueger, standing, in the lab with students doing the Jan Plan on the geology of Bermuda.

A Half Century of Jan Plan
A bold experiment in 1962, it remains a “defining characteristic” of Colby
Stephen Collins ’74 STORY  Dhokela yzeiraj ’13 Photos

Dateline, Waterville—Jan Plan 1962. It was a cold and lonely outpost
on the frontier of innovative education.
“A month of the college year devoted to independent study by the
whole student body, on a diversity of subjects, creates a new outlook on
learning.” That’s how the journal Liberal Education summed up President
Robert E.L. Strider’s 1962 article about the inaugural year of Colby’s pioneering experiment.
Much has changed in a half century, perhaps most notably the global
reach of Jan Plan. Last year three dozen students did international internships for credit in 25 different countries. Many more did independent
study or research abroad, and among scores of courses offered during

30

the month, 10 incorporated an international travel component.
Now in its 50th anniversary year, the January Program endures as
a “defining characteristic of the undergraduate experience at Colby,” a
2009 faculty review of the program concluded. “Students are overwhelmingly positive about Jan Plan. None want to eliminate it and few have suggestions for improvements,” according to an analysis by then Associate
Professor Alec Campbell (sociology).
Colby led the charge up Jan Plan mountain, but it wasn’t lonely at the
top for long. Soon more than 400 colleges and universities had some
version of the short-term schedule, according to the review. Today 120
schools in the Higher Education Directory claim a 4-1-4 (describing the

Colby / WINTER 2012

CM_28-40_FTH.indd 30

1/11/12 9:36 AM

Students dive to coral reefs during a geology Jan Plan in Bermuda.
typical course loads in each term) calendar. That doesn’t include variations like Bates’s 4-4-1 “short term” in the spring.
Obscured by 50 years of history is that Jan Plan was proposed as a
solution to a nagging scheduling complaint. Professors and students were
annoyed that courses in the fall semester were interrupted by end-ofyear holidays, which created a couple of disconnected classes in January
followed by first-semester exams. “It was a bit of an awkward, listless
stretch,” recalls Pugh Family Professor of Economics Emeritus Hank Gemery, who started at Colby in 1961.
The 4-1-4 calendar remedied the situation at Colby. Subsequently,
particularly in years of oil embargoes and energy crises, other colleges
adopted calendars that end first semester before the holidays and then
simply stay closed until the last week of January.
But alumni who were on campus at the time recall the thrill of trying something new and so different. “I just remember there was a lot of
excitement about it,” said Paulette French ’63, a student for two years
before and two years after Jan Plan started. “We were really thrilled at this
opportunity to do independent work.”
French spent January 1962 reading and researching works by Albert
Camus. She was so energized that she proposed a Senior Scholars project on French literature. Her thesis, “The Insatiable Seeker: A study of the
concept of individual freedom in the works of André Gide,” won a literary
prize in France, which led to a year abroad, which led to a master’s degree, which led to a Ph.D. in comparative literature. She traces it to the
first-ever Jan Plan. “It led me into academic life more seriously.”
Faculty and administration reviews also were positive. After the inaugural term Strider wrote in Liberal Education that “faculty reaction ranged
from mild approval to vigorous enthusiasm.” He quoted a professor who
said, “The atmosphere was charged with excitement.” A student referendum endorsed the experiment six to one despite students’ propensities,
Strider wrote, to vote “‘no’ on any administration or faculty proposal simply on principle.”
Part of the faculty’s enthusiasm was for the flexibility, Gemery said.
“There was real pressure on a new professor,” trying to balance teaching

with finishing a Ph.D. dissertation and developing new courses. Initially
professors were expected to be on one year and off the next. Faculty
members became more research-oriented in ensuing decades, “and Jan
Plan is a time for doing a fair bit of that,” he said.
A 1972 article in the Journal of Higher Education cited Colby and Florida
Presbyterian (Florida Presbyterian, now Eckerd, opened its doors in 196061 with a 4-1-4 calendar; Colby was first to adapt its existing calendar)
as early adopters. Joan Stark of Goucher College wrote, “The task of describing the current national trends among schools which have adopted
the 4-1-4 academic calendar is quite like Charles Darwin’s attempt to
describe the many varieties of finches which adaptively evolved on the
Galapagos Islands.”
It’s just a coincidence, but last year Leslie Brainerd Arey Professor of
Biology Herb Wilson took the Ecological Field Study Jan Plan to the Galapagos to see those finches, among other flora and fauna. This year the
Sundance Film Festival, Costa Rica, Russia, Belize, and Italy are among
destinations for Jan Plan courses.
On-campus courses not for academic credit that are perennially popular include blacksmithing, woodworking, and an Emergency Medical Technician course that leads to Basic-EMT certification. Premed Academy,
which includes shadowing area physicians, was introduced last year.
The opportunity for January internships is a big advantage for students, who increasingly need that experience on their résumés when they
hit the job market after graduation, said Terry Cowdrey, vice president and
dean of admissions and financial aid. Jan Plan is a distinction for Colby,
she said. “It’s something we talk about a lot.”
Anecdotal evidence in 50-year-old memories conforms with written accounts from Strider and Stark: students loved Jan Plan from the get-go.
“My friends all bought into it wholeheartedly,” said John Chapman ’62, a
senior that first year. The business administration major spent the month
studying Calvinist and Protestant foundations of capitalism, meeting once
a week with Professor Walter Zukowski. Both Stark and French still have
copies of their first Jan Plan papers.
Five decades later, the College’s study of Jan Plan found that a significant cohort of students now take courses for credit in January to
fulfill graduation requirements. It fits with the seriousness of many highachieving Colby students who want to get ahead early. Jordan Lorenz
’15 for example.
Lorenz said Jan Plan was “one of the deciding factors” when he was
choosing where to attend. With many schools touting exploration and creativity, Lorenz was impressed that Colby was “willing to set aside a whole
month for something I want to study,” whether or not it relates to major
or future career.
He initially signed up to take a philosophy course, thinking it might
move him along toward a double major in philosophy. Then, after his mother inquired about his January plans, she asked, “But isn’t Jan Plan about
doing something different?”
This January Lorenz is in a theater and dance course instead: Solo Performance Workshop: From Folktale to Your Tale, on Stage. He will develop
a solo piece and eventually perform it.
Happy golden anniversary, Jan Plan.

For details on Jan Plan courses and reports from interns, bloggers, and
researchers see www.colby.edu/JanPlan
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Author Uncovered
Raffael Scheck traces POW narrative to key African figure
Stephen Collins ’74 STORY

History Professor Raffael Scheck’s 2006
book, Hitler’s African Victims, opened old
wounds in Europe and Africa when it revealed
that the German army massacred thousands
of black African soldiers rather than take them
prisoner during World War II. Now he’s spawned
a new round of news stories, interviews—and
controversy—throughout the francophone
world with a serendipitous discovery he made
doing follow-up research last year. He identified
a report on German prison camps written by
the most famous successful African statesman
of the 20th century.
While working in the French National
Archives in Paris in summer 2010, Scheck
discovered an anonymous report written by a
prisoner of war from Senegal describing life
in a German prison camp. Months later he
determined, and laboriously verified, that the
narrative was written by Léopold Senghor, an
intellectual and political giant of French letters
and African politics during the 20th century.
Senghor survived the war and gained acclaim as a poet and as the first African in the
Académie Française. He became one of the
leading intellectuals and philosophers of the
20th century. A cultural theorist even before
the war, he was one of three students who
developed Négritude, a literary and ideological movement that finds solidarity and pride in
black identity and rejects European colonialism
and racism in favor of traditional African values
and culture.
Senghor was the first president of Senegal
when it gained independence, he wrote the
Senegalese national anthem still in use, and
he is revered as a father of democracy in Africa, both for his leadership of Senegal and for
the unusual move of stepping down voluntarily
from the presidency in an African nation. “He is
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Documents, above, that Professor Raffael Scheck discovered in French archives. At left, the previously
anonymous report about conditions at a German prison camp. Scheck determined that the writer was
Léopold Senghor, who would go on to become a renowned writer and statesman.
considered an African Gandhi,” Scheck said.
Scheck’s latest research has been featured
in Le Monde, as the cover story of the independent newspaper El Watan in Algeria, and
in radio interviews in Europe and francophone
North and West Africa. And, again, his findings
are stoking old and simmering hostilities.
Scheck uses the French archives to study
original documents from World War II as he
researches the plight of French colonial soldiers brought in from Africa to defend France
from the Germans. He’s allowed to examine
10 boxes of documents per day and will spend

two or three weeks at a stretch going through
his maximum allotment each day. But last year,
one seven-page typed report arrested his attention for three or four days.
In the document Scheck discovered, Senghor
writes about conditions in two Nazi prison
camps where he was interned. He dwells on an
extensive Nazi propaganda campaign directed
at recruiting Arabs in the Middle East and North
Africa, and he is critical of North Africans whom
he characterizes as collaborators with the Nazis.
Algerians commenting on the Le Monde and
El Watan stories take great offense at being
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Raffael Scheck in the French National Archives with documents including the anonymous POW’s report he later proved was written by Léopold Senghor.
cast as Nazi collaborators by a West African,
particularly because they remember the role
of West African troops used by the French to
repress Algerians during the revolution there
(1954-62), Scheck explained. After the story
came out in Algeria last summer, bloggers and
comments online objected to what Senghor
had written. Recalling the West African troops
as tools of the colonialists, Algerians described
those black soldiers as “terribly frightening,”
“abusive,” and “brutal,” Scheck said. “They go
so far as to say, ‘The evils of French colonialism in Algeria were much worse even than the
Holocaust,’” Scheck said. “Some extremely
troubling comments.”
Most African soldiers in the camps were
illiterate, Scheck said, so finding an account
written by a highly literate black soldier was of
great interest. Where most such documents
are written in very poor French and complain
about conditions, racial tensions, and corruption in the camps, the seven-page typed report
Scheck found was different.
When he read that the author had a prestigious French teaching certificate, it was a
strong tip that Senghor, the first African so
credentialed, might be the author. But confirm-

ing it took longer. “It was a very complicated
process. I also read his poetry and I found very
close correspondence between some of his
most famous poems and what he describes in
the captivity report.” Now there is no doubt.
The regional and racial tensions stirred by
Scheck’s discovery aren’t the only controversies
the document brought to the surface. There are
contradictions between Senghor’s description of
his life in the camps and the image he curated
later as a “resistor of the first hour,” who worked
to facilitate escapes. “This report casts doubt
on that,” Scheck said.
The Négritude movement as it exists today
was heavily influenced by Senghor’s experiences in those camps, said Assistant Professor of
French Mouhamedoul Niang, who was born in
Senegal, studies francophone literature, postcolonial theory, and African philosophy, and
has taught at Colby since 2009. And Négritude
remains influential still, with ethnographers,
anthropologists, and sociologists as well as in
literary criticism, Niang said.
Though the boxes of documents in the
archives are labeled, Scheck says he’s never
sure what he’ll find. He ordered one expecting
records about POWs and instead found blue-

prints annotated by French police showing the
names and locations of all Jews living in Paris
before they were sent to concentration camps.
Scheck, who learned French as a German
schoolboy in Switzerland, reads the original
documents and does media interviews in
French, English, or German. He’s working on a
book about French colonial prisoners of war, and
the Senghor document is a key piece of that.
“I think it [the discovered material] will
change how people see him,” Scheck said. The
report shows how Senghor’s relationships with
guards and commanders, and his readings of
German literature ranging from Nazi propaganda to Cosmopolitan authors like Goethe,
revealed the divergent views, attitudes, and
beliefs among the Germans. That diversity,
Scheck said, “is crucially embedded in this
shift that he made away from a very exclusive
and somewhat supremacist concept of Négritude toward a much more inclusive concept.”
“This encounter with very different types of
Germans, that’s very important for this new concept of Négritude that’s much less stereotyping,”
Scheck said. The newly discovered document
“fills in the context of what he really experienced
that triggered a lot of these changes.”

Colby / WINTER 2012

CM_28-40_FTH.indd 33

33

1/11/12 9:36 AM

Q&A
Gregory White Smith ’73 discusses challenges of Van Gogh: The Life, Including the effort to get
readers “inside [Van Gogh’s] skin” and the disadvantages of not speaking Dutch
Pat Sims INTERVIEW

After a decade of research and writing, Gregory White Smith ’73 and
Steven Naifeh recently published Van Gogh: The Life, a biography of one
of the world’s most renowned creative geniuses. Described as “magisterial”
by the New York Times, the 900-plus-page volume charts the emotionally
disturbed painter’s 37-year lifetime, during which he produced a dazzling
body of work yet never gained fame, was widely ridiculed, cut off a portion
of his ear, and agonized over “the empty stupidity and the pointless torture
of life.”

“We had done Pollock feeling artists had not been given the
full-out biographies others had—military figures, politicians.
We thought, who else is out there? How important was their

The book posits a new theory—that Van Gogh did not commit suicide but
was accidentally killed. Smith and Naifeh, who met at Harvard Law School
and are life partners as well as writing collaborators, have worked together
on a number of books; their 1989 Jackson Pollock: An American Saga
won the Pulitzer Prize for biography. Smith recently spoke to arts writer Pat
Sims about the new work.

art? They had to have made a major contribution. The first

How did you decide to write about Van Gogh?
We came off the Pulitzer for Pollock in 1991 and knew we wanted to do
another biography of an artist. We had done Pollock feeling artists had
not been given the full-out biographies others had—military figures, politicians. We thought, who else is out there? How important was their art?
They had to have made a major contribution. The first person we thought
of was Van Gogh. What’s not to be interested in? The art is phenomenal,
he’s the most-loved artist in the history of Western art with the bestknown art. People know the sunflowers, the starry night, all these images
they hang on their walls and in college dorms; he’s really ubiquitous. So
we decided he’s the guy.

What were some of the obstacles you encountered?
Neither of us spoke Dutch. Vincent wrote mostly in Dutch, and that was
the big stumbling block. We spent most of the ten years consumed
with getting around that and hired eleven Dutch translators. We were
tremendously aided by the Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam. We also
had French and German translators. Steve and I both read a little French,
but Vincent was extremely knowledgeable and read German, English,
Dutch, and French, so that presented another research problem. We
really needed to understand his imaginative world. He read thousands
of books—they’re mentioned in his letters—all of Zola, Dickens, all the
great canon of Western Europe; he loved Beecher Stowe. He committed
whole swaths of poetry to memory. In those days people didn’t have ways
of keeping images, but he had phenomenal memory; he could remember
paintings he had seen twenty years earlier—the way the light struck the
clouds—in photographic detail. The other thing that struck us was what
a sad life he led. People know the broad outlines, they know he wanted
to be a parson, they know the ear incident—all those things suggest he
had a terribly sad life, and that was one of the great attractions, one of
the reasons his art continues to exert such appeal. People know he was
unhappy, tormented, but his works are so incredibly joyful, positive, so
full of life. I think it’s kind of consoling, knowing someone could live that
life and create such incredible work.
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person we thought of was Van Gogh.”
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ed for a National Book Award for two authors. You get so deeply involved in
the tiniest detail, you care deeply whether he was in Antwerp in January or
February 1881. If you were alone and swimming in this morass of details,
no spouse would be able to summon up the interest required for that kind
of obsession, whereas with both, you can bounce information off each
other. You can get a genuine conversation going that no one else would
talk about. The miracle is that anyone writes this kind of book alone.

Did you ever feel overwhelmed?
Like from day one. Absolutely. We had no idea what we were getting into.
We spent eight years on Pollock. We weren’t able to calculate working
in multiple languages, and there were almost a thousand letters that
Vincent wrote and another thousand his family wrote about Vincent—a
huge body of literature. About half had been translated, and we had to
translate the other half. It was far more challenging and a taller mountain than we had expected.
How did you divide the work that had to be done?
For most of our joint writing career, and certainly for both Pollock and Van
Gogh, Steve has undertaken the considerable research duties and I have
undertaken the writing. But I have to add: There is no such thing as good
writing without good thinking, and the thinking is entirely jointly done.
What’s it like working with your life partner?
I don’t know how people do it alone. It’s sort of funny—when we went to
the National Book Award for Pollock [a 1990 finalist], the first question
was, ‘How did you two write a book?’ But when we went to the Pulitzers,
they didn’t ask; they knew Woodward and Bernstein and the way they
worked cooperatively. But we were the first people who had been nominat-

Did your legal background help with the research you did on Van
Gogh’s death?
I think it probably did. Law school does teach you a way to think that
has to do with reasoning from the facts and a sort of Sherlock Holmesian way of seeing inconsistencies you wouldn’t normally see, picking
out things that don’t fit together, evidentiary things. We were two-thirds
into the book and started looking at information and sources, and what
kicked in was just general skepticism, which I think is great for any writer
to have. Where did they get this information? Did the person just spout
something someone else told them? Who is the eyewitness, someone
who just thought this might make a nice story? We were able to show
many ways in which the old story was unsupported and found new information that did a better job of explaining all the inconsistencies. There
was confirmation from a little-known source we came across from digging
deep and going to some obscure sources based on our investigation.
Vincent was not murdered, he was shot accidentally by local teenagers.
Vincent himself had railed so often against suicide, so it never felt right
after all the things he had been through—why would he go out and shoot
himself? But people like their myths.
Reading this book made me feel at times that I was really inside Van
Gogh’s head. Was that an effect you intended?
I didn’t think people would sit still for nine hundred pages about a
painter, many of them concerning his religious beliefs, his wandering and
frustrated sexual life, bad relations with his parents. The challenge from
the beginning was to make him a sympathetic enough character to make
people care. It helped tremendously that he was Vincent Van Gogh. They
knew Starry Night was coming, Sunflowers was coming, these great icons
of Western civilization were coming, but you needed more than that to
get people caught up, to care that he has to ask his brother for money
and that completely humiliates him. There was a sense that there had
to be an armature, an emotional story, in order to have people stay interested. When you’re talking about things that don’t set people’s hair on
fire, you have to understand [things like] why religion was so important to
him; it was incredibly important to his later artistic posture, where his art
came from, and what he was trying to do. That was the challenge. You
need to get the reader inside his skin.
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Nation Builder
An important period in America’s history, illuminated through the life of key but
overlooked player Joseph Holt

Lincoln’s Forgotten Ally
Elizabeth D. Leonard
(history)
The University of North
Carolina Press (2011)

Gibson Professor of History Elizabeth Leonard’s new
book raises all kinds of questions about the period of
American history surrounding the Civil War, including this
one: How could this be the first full-scale biography of
Joseph Holt?
Holt, Lincoln’s Kentucky-bred judge advocate general,
was a pivotal player in the run-up to the Civil War, the
implementer of changes put in place during the war, and a
ferocious—if not entirely successful—opponent of those
who sought to water down those changes during postwar
Reconstruction. Holt’s was a long and dutiful career, as
he served in the administrations of four presidents. But
it was as the nation’s top prosecutor that Holt became
known as the tenacious pursuer of the conspirators who
plotted to kill Lincoln.
And yet somehow Holt’s life escaped the exhaustive
scrutiny of historians and biographers—their loss and
Leonard’s gain, as she perused Holt’s collected letters in
the Library of Congress and other locations. The resulting
biography is a portal through which readers can witness
almost firsthand the simmering forces that boiled over
in the Civil War and the political scramble that followed.
Leonard, a meticulous and exhaustive researcher, uses
Holt’s letters to construct a fascinating and detailed account of Holt’s life and the ways it reflected this tumultuous period of the 19th century.
We see Holt, the privileged son of a prospering Kentucky family, heading off to college with his family’s high

expectations trailing him. Intensely bookish and no sufferer of fools (his grandfather urged him to get some
exercise, saying his marathon study sessions would kill
him), Holt became a successful lawyer in Kentucky and a
political mover and shaker. Though he owned slaves, he
early on questioned the morality of slavery and would later
lament that President Andrew Johnson’s concessions to
the former Confederate states were undoing the achievements of the Emancipation Proclamation.
But it was his decision to uphold the execution order for
Mary Surratt that caused him to be painted as vengeful and
bloodthirsty. Leonard’s research shows that he reviewed
many postwar pleas for clemency with compassion.
That nuance was lost to many Americans at the time.
They read broadsides fired at Holt by ex-President Johnson and rebuttals by Holt in newspapers. The prosecutor
was seen by many as a hard-liner, one who would neither
forgive nor forget.
Writes Leonard, “… they distilled Holt’s eighty-seven
years of life and his nearly twenty years of service to the
federal government down to his supposedly essential malice toward his native south and its earnest defenders.”
Ultimately, though, the man Leonard portrays is complex, often conflicted, proud of his Kentucky heritage, and
protective of his extended family there, proslavery though
they may have been. But Holt’s overriding loyalty, Leonard
shows, was to the then-young nation and the achievement
and potential it represented.—Gerry Boyle ’78

A Small-Town Tale, Affectionately Told

The Dam Committee
Earl H. Smith
North Country Press (2011)
36

There is something special about a small town, and
a little extra something about a small town in Maine. At
least that’s the way Mainers think of it, including Earl
Smith, whose first comic-mystery novel, The Dam Committee, affectionately portrays the lakefront community of
Belfry, Maine, with its many quirks and foibles.
Smith, College historian and emeritus Colby dean,
has fashioned an endearing tale of small-town life, albeit
one centered around a murder and a suitcase full of purloined cash. The central characters, cronies Harry and
Nibber (and an anthropomorphic golden retriever named
Winston), find the loot in a snowbank and proceed to
surreptitiously and anonymously donate to worthy Belfry
causes. This causes an uproar as townspeople speculate
about who might be the secret benefactor—and as Harry
schemes to unmask the real murderer.
The mystery coexists with the town’s regular doings,

which are related with understated charm. There’s the
dam committee of the title, a political entity that controls
the level of the lake, with all of its ramifications. There
is the annual town meeting, where the cemetery sexton
pessimistically reports that too many people are dying,
and the cemeteries may soon be full. And the orchard
owner who indignantly asks that the deer-crossing signs
be moved from his property. “I think I’ve done my duty and
I want the town to move the signs and let somebody else
deal with the damned deer.”
As the plot twists and turns, it’s clear that Smith, a
resident of Belgrade, knows these characters well and is
fond of them. As he said in a recent appearance at Colby,
“You can’t make this stuff up.” Sure you can. And Smith
has done just that, allowing readers a visit to the place
he calls home and to the fictional world he has created
from it. —G.B.
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recent releases
Kafka’s Jewish Languages: The Hidden Openness of Tradition
David Suchoff (English)
University of Pennsylvania Press (2012)
After Franz Kafka died, in 1924, his novels and
short stories were published in ways that downplayed both his roots in Prague and his engagement
with Jewish tradition and language, so as to secure
their place in the German literary canon. Now, nearly
a century after Kafka began to write fiction, Germany, Israel, and the Czech Republic lay claim to the
writer’s legacy. In Kafka’s Jewish Languages David
Suchoff brings Kafka’s stature as a specifically Jewish author into focus.
Suchoff explores the Yiddish and modern Hebrew
that inspired Kafka’s vision of tradition. Citing the
Jewish sources crucial to the development of Kafka’s
style, the book demonstrates the intimate relationship between the author’s Jewish modes of expression and the larger literary significance of his works.
Suchoff shows how “The Judgment” evokes Yiddish
as a language of comic curse and examines how Yiddish, African-American, and culturally Zionist voices
appear in the unfinished novel, Amerika. Reading
The Trial Suchoff highlights the black humor Kafka
learned from the Yiddish theater, and he interprets
The Castle in light of Kafka’s involvement with the
renewal of the Hebrew language. Finally, Suchoff
uncovers the Yiddish and Hebrew meanings behind
Kafka’s “Josephine the Singer, or the Mouse-Folk,”
and he considers the recent law case in Tel Aviv over
the possession of Kafka’s missing manuscripts as a
parable of the transnational meanings of his writing.
This new work, says Yale’s Henry Sussman, is
“diligent, innovative, and supremely intelligent,”
and adds significantly to Kafka scholarship and
Judaic studies.
Ancient Greece from Homer to Alexander: The Evidence
Joseph Roisman (classics), translations by J.C.
Yardley
Wiley-Blackwell (2011)
Roisman has published an inclusive and integrated view of Greek history from Homer to Alexander the Great as part of Wiley-Blackwell’s “Historical
Sources in Translation” series. The volume incorporates fresh translations of original Greek and Roman
texts, and it draws on a range of sources to link the
political, military, and social history of the Greeks
to their intellectual accomplishments. “If you want a
thorough and expert introduction to the evidence of
ancient Greek history—in other words, to the building blocks of western civilization—read this book,”
wrote Cornell Professor Barry Strauss.

Foreigners and Their Food: Constructing Otherness in
Jewish, Christian, and Islamic Law
David M. Freidenreich
University of California Press (2011)
David Freidenreich begins this book with Robert
Frost’s poem, “Mending Walls,” with its oft-repeated
adage, “Good fences make good neighbors.” In
religion, those fences historically have been made
of food, food preparation, and mandates relating
to both. In these ways, among others, the world’s
religions used food to define “otherness,” to identify
“us” and “them.”
In Foreigners and Their Food, Freidenreich, Pulver
Family Assistant Professor of Jewish Studies, explores how Jews, Christians, and Muslims establish
rules about the preparation of food and the act of
eating. Early on, food becomes a way to differentiate
and sometimes link religions. From Judean heroes
to the teachings of Augustine to consideration of
Muslim hunters using non-Muslim’s dogs, the ways
ancient and medieval scholars use food restrictions
to think about the other are carefully traced.
It is a common theme, from the Old Testament to
the Torah to the Qur’an, but Freidenreich breaks new
ground as he traces these practices through history.
The Immaculate Conception Mothers’ Club
David Surette ’79
Koenisha Publications (2011)
David Surette’s work might be your best childhood
friend’s, if you grew up on the streets among the
characters of a working-class neighborhood and your
buddy became a poet.
He writes about love and marriage and growing
old, all in a voice that is authentic and honest, like a
longtime friend confiding quietly over a beer.
This latest collection recalls bachelor uncles,
tradesman dads with their names on their shirts, rock
and roll, the streets of Malden, Mass., turning 50, his
long-absentee bookmaker grandfather. “We didn’t go
to the wake or funeral,/and we go to everyone’s./We
figured the over and under of whether/it would make
my mother happy or sad/and skipped it.”
On every page is a poem, a line, a phrase so
keenly real you can’t help smiling. “I was a willing
kid,/asked to go somewhere, I said, yes,/like a dog
on a ride, head out the window.”
Ultimately these are the musings of a regular—
and observant—guy. In one poem, “Weekend Workshop,” Surette writes: “I read my poem./The famous
poet/lifted her nose like I had farted and/asked if I
was putting on that accent.”
He isn’t putting on his Boston accent, or anything
else, in a collection that is at once decidedly unliterary and literary as hell. —G.B.
Colby / WINTER 2012 37

CM_28-40_FTH.indd 37

1/11/12 9:37 AM

38

Colby / WINTER 2012

CM_28-40_FTH.indd 38

1/11/12 9:37 AM

Getting Centered, Finding Strength
Male athletes turn to yoga for a competitive edge
Dash Wasserman ’12 STORY  JEFF POULAND PHOTO

Hockey player Thomas Kader ’14 works out in the weight room. He
pushes himself hard in daily on-ice workouts. But when the six-foot-one,
195-pound defensemen wanted more from his body, he turned to—
Yoga.
“After hockey season my body’s worn down, and I soon found out
there were a lot of things I could work on,” Kader said, “Yoga opens up a
whole new spectrum of what your body can do.”
Originating in ancient India as a male-only spiritual practice, yoga
became popular in the United States as a form practiced mostly by
women. But in recent years on Mayflower Hill, the practice has become
popular with male athletes who want to supplement their work on the
ice, court, or field. And some find there are both physical and mental
benefits. “Most people come to it for the physical exercise and then, lo
and behold, they realize there’s something more to it,” said yoga instructor Laura Meader.
Meader, an assistant director of alumni relations who teaches yoga
at the athletic center and downtown, has seen more male athletes—including the entire men’s squash team—in her classes. “Male athletes
push themselves,” Meader said. “They’re rock strong and they just can’t
let go. And if you’re tense all the time, you’re not focusing.”
Kader said he’s benefited from the mind-body connection that he has
realized through yoga. “It’s about making unconscious, fluid movements
to the point where it’s second nature,” he said. “Now I do yoga on my
own—in my room or outside by the pond. I feel like I’m comfortable now
with how I do it, that I don’t need a class anymore. When I do yoga, I’m
alone. It’s my time.”
While Kader has incorporated solitude and yoga into his experience,
Meader talks about the benefits of communal practice, like when a
whole team is involved: “Being in a group helps you in positive ways. You
have shared energy—moving and flowing together—yet still are on the
mat,” she said.
Among Meader’s mixed-gender classes specifically for the squash
teams, she has noticed that guys tend to be more receptive to yoga.
“I think stereotypes are starting to get broken down,” she said. “Male
athletes aren’t held back.”
Squash coach Sakhi Khan said his players have been doing yoga as
part of their training for three years, prompted by a suggestion from a
few members of the women’s team a few years ago. “You get a good
stretch in, your balance is tested, and you feel energized at the end of
it,” Khan said.
He said with yoga his players are more fluid and balanced on the
court. “There’s a calming effect,” Khan said, “and it may even translate
to their schoolwork.”
Like Kader, basketball guard Kareem Kalil ’13 of Southborough,
Mass., became interested in yoga when a few former players on the
team recommended he give it a try. “I go because I want to be better at

Kareem Kalil ’13, a basketball player, at yoga class. Kalil is among a
growing number of men who see yoga as a way to compete and live better.
my sport, and through that I’ve started to enjoy it,” said Kalil. Following
a yoga session, “I always felt mobile on the court the next day—I’m a lot
more able to stay low and stay mobile.”
“I’m by far the least flexible person on the team, so I’ve got a lot of
catching up to do,” he said. “It’s about being more conscious about
stress levels—just being more self-aware.”
Kalil says yoga helped him learn to breathe properly, improved his
muscle stability, and taught him to carry his weight in space. As Meader
put it, “Structurally you’re more aligned—it helps you everywhere. You
can just let yourself go and enjoy something.”
There’s just one catch for Kalil and other athletes: with training,
games, and a full course load, schedules are jam-packed. “It’s just
difficult because there’s limited time [in season],” he said. Yet, with
balance he learns in yoga, Kalil manages to attend yoga class once or
twice a week. Kader also has found new balance in his life. “I’m doing
this because it’s helping me. I’m seeing differences that I’ve never seen
before,” said Kader, “My thought process started to change. School
became different—I had energy in class and sound sleeping [at night].”
With yoga, the ultimate discipline is to conquer oneself, but players
find they also come away ready to take on their opponents. “My favorite
pose is the warrior because, well, the name explains it. When you’re on
the ice, you want that mindset,” Kader said, “You want to be a warrior.
You can’t be beat.”
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Runner EVA LAUER ’15 finished in 26th place
as WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY placed ninth
among 51 scoring teams at the NCAA New England Region Qualifier Championships on Nov.
12 at Bowdoin. Lauer was fourth among firstyear runners with a time of 22:06.45. BEROL
DEWDNEY ’13 finished 31st in 22:12.94,
while CLAIRE DUNN ’13 clocked a 22:51.24
to take 53rd place. LAYNE SCHWAB ’13
(59th), KATE CONNOLLY ’14 (73rd,), CLAIRE
CANNON ’13 (85th), and SOPHIE WEAVER
’14 (91st) were Colby’s other runners. Dewdney finished sixth at the NESCAC meet at Amherst Oct. 29, helping the Mules finish fifth
of 11 teams. Her strong season earned her
a place on the All-NESCAC First Team. ABBY
CHERUIYOT ’12 placed 26th at the ECAC Division III Women’s Cross Country Championships at Williams Nov. 5. Colby finished fourth
out of 40 teams. ... With four first-years in the
top 100, MEN’S CROSS-COUNTRY jumped to
14th place in the NCAA New England Region
Championships at Bowdoin Nov. 12. The results, an improvement over last year’s 18thplace finish, bode well for the future. Colby
placed six runners in the top 100, including
BEN LESTER ’15 at 77th, CHARLIE COFFMAN ’15 at 81st, BRIAN DESMOND ’13 at
93rd, WILL MCCARTHY ’15 at 94th, MATTHIEU NADEAU ’12 at 97th, and JEFF HALE
’15 at 98th. COREY PARK ’12 was close behind at 106th. ... WOMEN’S SOCCER made
the playoffs, falling to Middlebury 2-0 in the
NESCAC quarterfinal round at Middlebury Oct.
29. The Mules, the seventh seed in the tournament, ended the season at 7-7-1. The team
was backed by goalkeeper EMILY BROOK ’15,

PHOTO BY Jeff Williams

SPORTS SHORTS

Berol Dewdney ’13, center, and Eva Lauer ’15 match strides at a meet at Bowdoin Sept. 17.
who brought a 1.47 goals against average into
the playoffs. Brook had seven shutouts in
the season, including wins against Hamilton
and Bates, and a close 2-1 loss to Williams.
Colby clinched its playoff spot with a 1-0 win
on ALEX YORKE ’14’s goal over Bates in the
regular-season finale. NIKKI PICKERING ’12
led the team with four goals and an assist

Football coach Ed Mestieri announced
Dec. 3 that he was resigning, and a
national search was launched to have
a new head coach in place for the 2012
season. Mestieri was head coach of the
team for the past eight seasons and spent
23 years in all at Colby, including time
as offensive coordinator, offensive line
coach, and recruiting coordinator. “I felt
it was time for a change, for me and for
the football program,” Mestieri said.
Ed Mestieri

40

PHOTO BY Dustin Satloff ‘15

Mestieri
Moves On

during the regular season. CAMI NOTARO ’15
had three goals, while KATE LAXSON ’13 had
a team-high three assists. ... MEN’S SOCCER
also advanced to the NESCAC playoffs, falling to Amherst in the quarterfinals. The Mules
finished the regular season strong, with a 1-1
tie with Hamilton and a tough 1-0 loss to Williams. ERIC BARTHOLD ’12 led the Mules
in scoring with five goals and an assist, with
midfielder ANDREW MEISEL ’13 leading in
assists. Meisel’s offense—two game-winning
goals and a two-for-two penalty-kick record—
led to a place on the All-NESCAC Second Team
and All-New England North First Team. Keeper
BEN JOSLIN ’12 had a 1.09 goals against average. ... FIELD HOCKEY ended its season
with a tough 1-0 loss to Bates, as goaltender
MICHELLE BURT ’14 finished the year with
108 saves. Colby was 4-10 overall and 1-9 in
the league. ... FOOTBALL recovered from an
0-4 start with a three-game winning streak
only to lose to Bowdoin in the season finale,
20-10. The result was a three-way tie for the
Colby-Bates-Bowdoin title. CONOR SULLIVAN
’12 passed for 102 yards and rushed for another 23, and CHRISTIAN ROMANO ’14 had
11 tackles. HENRY NELSON ’15, who had
seven stops along with KALU KALU ’14, led
the Mules with 59 tackles for the season.
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Students dive to coral reefs during a geology Jan Plan in Bermuda.
typical course loads in each term) calendar. That doesn’t include variations like Bates’s 4-4-1 “short term” in the spring.
Obscured by 50 years of history is that Jan Plan was proposed as a
solution to a nagging scheduling complaint. Professors and students were
annoyed that courses in the fall semester were interrupted by end-ofyear holidays, which created a couple of disconnected classes in January
followed by first-semester exams. “It was a bit of an awkward, listless
stretch,” recalls Pugh Family Professor of Economics Emeritus Hank Gemery, who started at Colby in 1961.
The 4-1-4 calendar remedied the situation at Colby. Subsequently,
particularly in years of oil embargoes and energy crises, other colleges
adopted calendars that end first semester before the holidays and then
simply stay closed until the last week of January.
But alumni who were on campus at the time recall the thrill of trying something new and so different. “I just remember there was a lot of
excitement about it,” said Paulette French ’63, a student for two years
before and two years after Jan Plan started. “We were really thrilled at this
opportunity to do independent work.”
French spent January 1962 reading and researching works by Albert
Camus. She was so energized that she proposed a Senior Scholars project on French literature. Her thesis, “The Insatiable Seeker: A study of the
concept of individual freedom in the works of André Gide,” won a literary
prize in France, which led to a year abroad, which led to a master’s degree, which led to a Ph.D. in comparative literature. She traces it to the
first-ever Jan Plan. “It led me into academic life more seriously.”
Faculty and administration reviews also were positive. After the inaugural term Strider wrote in Liberal Education that “faculty reaction ranged
from mild approval to vigorous enthusiasm.” He quoted a professor who
said, “The atmosphere was charged with excitement.” A student referendum endorsed the experiment six to one despite students’ propensities,
Strider wrote, to vote “‘no’ on any administration or faculty proposal simply on principle.”
Part of the faculty’s enthusiasm was for the flexibility, Gemery said.
“There was real pressure on a new professor,” trying to balance teaching

with finishing a Ph.D. dissertation and developing new courses. Initially
professors were expected to be on one year and off the next. Faculty
members became more research-oriented in ensuing decades, “and Jan
Plan is a time for doing a fair bit of that,” he said.
A 1972 article in the Journal of Higher Education cited Colby and Florida
Presbyterian (Florida Presbyterian, now Eckerd, opened its doors in 196061 with a 4-1-4 calendar; Colby was first to adapt its existing calendar)
as early adopters. Joan Stark of Goucher College wrote, “The task of describing the current national trends among schools which have adopted
the 4-1-4 academic calendar is quite like Charles Darwin’s attempt to
describe the many varieties of finches which adaptively evolved on the
Galapagos Islands.”
It’s just a coincidence, but last year Leslie Brainerd Arey Professor of
Biology Herb Wilson took the Ecological Field Study Jan Plan to the Galapagos to see those finches, among other flora and fauna. This year the
Sundance Film Festival, Costa Rica, Russia, Belize, and Italy are among
destinations for Jan Plan courses.
On-campus courses not for academic credit that are perennially popular include blacksmithing, woodworking, and an Emergency Medical Technician course that leads to Basic-EMT certification. Premed Academy,
which includes shadowing area physicians, was introduced last year.
The opportunity for January internships is a big advantage for students, who increasingly need that experience on their résumés when they
hit the job market after graduation, said Terry Cowdrey, vice president and
dean of admissions and financial aid. Jan Plan is a distinction for Colby,
she said. “It’s something we talk about a lot.”
Anecdotal evidence in 50-year-old memories conforms with written accounts from Strider and Stark: students loved Jan Plan from the get-go.
“My friends all bought into it wholeheartedly,” said John Chapman ’62, a
senior that first year. The business administration major spent the month
studying Calvinist and Protestant foundations of capitalism, meeting once
a week with Professor Walter Zukowski. Both Stark and French still have
copies of their first Jan Plan papers.
Five decades later, the College’s study of Jan Plan found that a significant cohort of students now take courses for credit in January to
fulfill graduation requirements. It fits with the seriousness of many highachieving Colby students who want to get ahead early. Jordan Lorenz
’15 for example.
Lorenz said Jan Plan was “one of the deciding factors” when he was
choosing where to attend. With many schools touting exploration and creativity, Lorenz was impressed that Colby was “willing to set aside a whole
month for something I want to study,” whether or not it relates to major
or future career.
He initially signed up to take a philosophy course, thinking it might
move him along toward a double major in philosophy. Then, after his mother inquired about his January plans, she asked, “But isn’t Jan Plan about
doing something different?”
This January Lorenz is in a theater and dance course instead: Solo Performance Workshop: From Folktale to Your Tale, on Stage. He will develop
a solo piece and eventually perform it.
Happy golden anniversary, Jan Plan.

For details on Jan Plan courses and reports from interns, bloggers, and
researchers see www.colby.edu/janplan
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Boland ’83 and Buck ’78 Nominated To Be Alumni Trustees
Susan Boland ’83 and Alexander
“Sandy” Buck ’78 have been nominated to
serve three-year terms on Colby’s Board of
Trustees as alumni trustees.
Boland is a part-time graduate student at New York University, where she is
pursuing her Ph.D. in classics. She was a
managing director and portfolio manager
at Chilton Investment Company, where she
specialized in European equities. Earlier
she was a portfolio manager at Credit
Suisse Asset Management, a director and
portfolio manager at Barron & Partners
Ltd., a partner and portfolio manager at
Teton Partners, and a portfolio manager
and research analyst at Fidelity Management & Research Co. At Colby Boland majored in classics, was elected to Phi Beta
Kappa, and graduated summa cum laude
with distinction in the major. She earned a
master’s degree in classics from Harvard
in 1985. As a Colby overseer from 2003 to

2011 she served on the visiting committee for international studies and chaired
the visiting committees for classics and for
French and Italian. Boland lives in Manhattan with her partner, Kelly Granat, and their
daughter, Alexandra.
Since 1996 Buck has served as
president of the Horizon Foundation, an
education- and conservation-oriented
family foundation in Portland, Maine, that
makes grants in the fields of art, environment, history, and leadership development.
He earned a master’s degree in teaching
history at Stanford and worked at Pingree
School as history department chair and
director of admissions; Applewild School,
where he chaired the history department
and led the upper school; and Shore
Country Day School where he taught fifth
grade. He lives in Cumberland Foreside
with his wife Sissy. They have a daughter
and a son, both married. Buck served nine

years as chair of the board of Camp Kieve,
a nonprofit educational institution and boys’
camp in Nobleboro. He is a past chair of
the Maine Audubon Society, serves on the
Trust for Public Land Maine advisory board,
is a founding trustee and chair of the Essex
County Community Foundation, helped
found and chaired the Maine Environmental
Funders Network, and served on the boards
of Massachusetts Audubon, Shore Country
Day School, and Pingree School. A Colby
overseer, he was on an environmental studies visiting committee, and he has been an
admissions volunteer.
According to alumni association bylaws,
other nominations may be made by petition
to the executive secretary of the Alumni
Council with signatures of one percent of
the members of the association. If there are
no nominations before May 1, Boland and
Buck will be declared elected by the chair of
the Alumni Council.
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Colby Colllege
Office of Alumni Relations
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Josephine Pitts McAlary
classnews1944@alum.colby.edu

Meg Bernier Boyd
classnews1947@alum.colby.edu

Time is taking its toll on the Class of 1944. The
good news first. Betty Wood Reed celebrated
her 90th birthday on Halloween. Her family
suggested a card shower for a celebration, so
I took it upon myself to send a card from the
Class of 1944. Hope that’s okay with everyone. Congratulations to Betty! Y Judy Jones
Zimmerman sent an early Christmas card.
She and Fred moved from South Burlington,
Vt., to Essex Junction, Vt. She mentioned
that she now gets around in a four-wheeler.
Y On Aug. 6 we lost Gabe (Gabriel) Hikel.
He had a massive heart attack on his way to
Sunday mass. His widow, Zanie, is a sister
of Harold Joseph’s wife. Y I find being 88
quite surprising! I’ve now lived longer than
my mother, who died in 1977. She was Colby
1913. My most recent trip was a five-day sail in
June on the Victory Chimes, the three-masted
windjammer that is on the Maine quarter. The
captain of that ship was one of my students
in junior high school, many years ago. He still
insists in calling me Mrs. McAlary.

Bob Madison couldn’t believe what he
found in his attic when he cleaned out his
home in Stamford, Conn., where he lived
since 1960. Bob recently sold his house and
relocated to Mamaroneck, N.Y. He hopes to
attend his 65th reunion at Colby in June.

1940
Ernest C. Marriner Jr.
classnews1940@alum.colby.edu

1941
Meg Bernier Boyd
classnews1941@alum.colby.edu

1942
Meg Bernier Boyd
classnews1942@alum.colby.edu
Margaret Campbell Timberlake writes
from Portland, Maine, that she spends many
mornings at the mall feeding a sparrow that
has made its home there for more than two
years. Mall workers can’t get it to leave. Y
Williamsburg, Va., resident Harry Hicks
says he’s lucky to be alive after 50 years
of heavy smoking. He’s on oxygen part
time and tries to play golf twice a week,
although he skips a few holes each round.
At 91 he’s still driving his car.

1943
Meg Bernier Boyd
classnews1943@alum.colby.edu

1945
Meg Bernier Boyd
classnews1945@alum.colby.edu

1946
Meg Bernier Boyd
classnews1946@alum.colby.edu

1948
David and Dorothy Marson
classnews1948@alum.colby.edu
Elizabeth Coombs Myers is delighted to
report that her Colby granddaughter, Lauren
Corke ’10, is a Peace Corps volunteer in
Ghana teaching art to deaf children as
well as computer skills to others. She’s
thoroughly enjoying the experience and
the new friends she’s making. Since this
has been Lauren’s dream for a long time,
Elizabeth is very happy for her and proud
too. Elizabeth was delighted to have lunch
and a wonderful afternoon visit in Chatham,
Mass., with Nancy Semonian Newlove ’49 in
August. She wrote, “It’s good to be in touch
with Ali-Rie March Miller, Jan McKenney
Murphy, and Deanie Whitcomb Wolf ’49.
How I do miss New England!” Y Selma and
Ronnie Farkas took a 12-day cruise down
the Baja, leaving from and returning to San
Diego. They’re considering a barge trip on
the Columbia River in Oregon next fall. It’s

been a good year for them: illness-free
and hope to stay that way. They now live
full time in La Jolla, Calif. Y Dot Worthley
Cleaver still lives by the beautiful Kennebec River, even after her husband, Chuck,
passed on last year. She takes good care
of the house, boat, canoes, fishing gear,
truck, and snowmobiles. She can’t ski
anymore because of a dropped foot but
enjoys seeing children and grandchildren
using all of the above. She writes poetry
and books for her grandchildren, paints a
little, and takes part in politics. She writes,
“I’m thankful for the blessings of Colby and
retired life in Maine and especially for 60
wonderful years with Chuck. He wrote me an
amazing letter before he died, so I’m doing
what he hoped I would do and am neither
lonely nor sad. Aren’t you all glad we lived
when we did?” Y Aaron Sandler lives in
Chicago now. His son, Matthew, made the
arrangements. He lives at The Hallmark,
a nice retirement building on North Lake
Shore Drive. He’s on the 28th floor with a
great view of the lake, marina, and all the
boats. He writes, “I’m feeling well and hope
it continues. Guess I’ll have to get used to
the weather. It is going to be different from
Florida.” Y Carol Stoll Baker plans to be
at Singer Island in Florida this winter. Last
winter we had dinner with Carol and Frannie Hyde Stephan as they treated us to a
celebration of our 60th anniversary. It was
good to see them so vibrant and beautiful.
There was much conversation about our
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alumni at large
classmates. Y Howell Clement says he
has snow, but it’s not deep yet. He notes
that our aches and pains are the price we
pay for a long life. It takes him about 30
minutes to get things loosened up every
morning. Y Our granddaughter, Jessica
McNulty ’07, will run in the Boston Marathon
in the Dana-Farber Marathon Challenge.
She’s busy training and soliciting donations
for this most worthy cause. Jessica is the
daughter of our daughter, Deborah Marson
’75. We keep busy in Jupiter with visits
from the family, golf, and socializing with
members of our club and our Colby friends
who winter in Florida. Dorothy is active in
representing our community in Jupiter by
being the chair of the government liaison
committee.

1949
Anne Hagar Eustis
classnews1949@alum.colby.edu
Not much news to pass on to you this time
around. I did hear from Martha Loughman
Shepard, who sends in some news of a different nature—a rave review for “rock and
tone” athletic shoes. They “are the magic
words for me. Pain-and-cane have been
my lot for several years following multiple
back surgeries. Then last spring I discovered
these shoes and they turned my life around.
Not only have they greatly reduced the pain,
they’ve improved my sense of balance so
that I no longer have to look at my feet
when I walk. Last summer I walked over
five floating docks without a cane or an
arm to support me! Then I followed that
by a tramp in the woods with only a stick
for support. Hooray!” Martha reports that
she went off to Ireland in April to trace her
roots and had a great time. Y Well, that’s
it for this column. I do hope some of you
will send me your news, however small it
seems to you, for our next column.

1950
Betsy (Dudie) Jennings Maley
classnews1950@alum.colby.edu
I had a nice talk with Bud Everts and his
wife, Ellie. They have two granddaughters
and five grandsons. The two oldest have
graduated from college, one from Ithaca
and the other from Elon. Their granddaughter Brooke works at an orphanage in
Tanzania and is very happy with her work.
Grandson Harrison, who goes to Gettysburg
College, is in Copenhagen. Bud has given
up tennis, (as have I) but still plays golf. Y
Alice Jennings Castelli talked with Barbara
Hill Millett. Barbara hopes to go to London
in the spring to visit her grandson, who is
studying there. Y Dick and Connie Leonard
Hayes have their condo on the market with
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plans to move to a retirement community.
At this point they’re looking in Wolfeboro
and Concord, N.H., and Falmouth, Maine.
Connie and Dick have grandchildren at the
Coast Guard Academy, George Washington
University, Whitman, Hamilton, and Trinity
and a high school senior who just finished
submitting 13 college applications! Connie
commented how great it is to turn to the
1950 column in the magazine and see news
about our classmates. I think many of us
feel the same. It would be so nice to hear
from you and know how and what you’re
doing. Use one of the following to get in
touch with me at any time: betsymaley@
yahoo.com; 479 Ridgeview Road, Orange,
CT 06477; or 203-795-4207.

1951
Chet Harrington
classnews1951@alum.colby.edu
To all the great classmates of “the greatest
class of Colby history.” At least someone
gave us that title. I guess it was because of
the time in Colby’s history that we survived
the transition to Mayflower Hill from the
outdated campus in the center of town.
We’re more than survivors, we were the
settlers of the finest campus in northeast
America. Y As for class news, we need more
responses. Everyone seems to be moving
to other places, but the interest in Colby
should still be our favorite collegiate topic.
Y Walt Russell returned to Connecticut
and has a new address but the same
e-mail. Y Dick Birch will return to Florida,
as will Bruce Carswell and several others,

anyone is in the Villanova, Pa., area, please
give me a call. I would enjoy seeing you. In
the meantime enjoy life and mention Colby
in your will. We need to keep our record of
the number of responses from our class.
Please send me news about your activities.
Good luck to all.

1952
Jan “Sandy” Pearson Anderson
classnews1952@alum.colby.edu
Evelyn Walker Mack and a friend took a
two-week tour of the Northwest and Canada
from Seattle to Glacier National Park to
Banff to Jasper to Vancouver and back to
Seattle. There was snow on the peaks in
Jasper, so the scenery was spectacular
through the Canadian Rockies. Evelyn was
off to Longboat Key, Fla., in mid-December
for a few weeks. Y Edie Carpenter Sweeney
has written a book for her family and sent
me a picture of the cover. Edie says, “Colby
was an important part of my life.” Y Carolyn
Stigman Burnham is back in Sarasota, Fla.,
enjoying the sun for another winter. She
looks forward to a visit from Evelyn Walker
Mack. After the winter, the Burnhams are
always excited to return to Maine and their
home at Wind in Pines on Sebago Lake. Y
Rod Howes and his wife of 57 years live in
a retirement village in San Antonio. Rod is
confined to the campus, as he uses oxygen
24/7. “We’ve had a great life, traveled the
world, and fulfilled my dreams of flying, from
hang-gliding to jets. My only Colby contact is
John Dutton, who was also an AF pilot and
played football with me.” Y In early October

Lois Latimer Pan ’56 writes that someone in
her Quaker retirement home in Maine noticed
her Colby fleece vest (a generous gift from one
of our classmates for our 40th or 45th reunion )
and recited the following cheer: Tough as nails,
Hahd (sic) as bricks, Colby Class of ’56!

in Waterville in June for reunion. If so,
Anne and Russell plan to attend. Y Janet
Hewins took a wonderful October trip to
Italy—Rome, Florence, and Venice. “Lots of
great art with excellent guides.” Y Nancy
MacDonald Cultrera appreciates every
day now that she feels so well after a year
lost to poor health. “Long live living in the
moment” is her motto. Last summer she
enjoyed get-togethers with her extended
family: four sons, seven grandchildren, and
three great-grandchildren. She calls two of
her grandsons “famous.” Kyle, following in
father Stephen’s footsteps, is in the NHRA
drag racing world. He’s won several trophies
and is also attending the University of North
Carolina. Ryan, youngest son of David,
has a degree in filmmaking from Emerson
College. He’s gotten funding to produce a
film, and Nancy spent lots of time helping
him and learning about the film business.
She’s honored to have the title of executive
producer. Y At 81 John Waalewyn plays
a lot of golf but is not getting any better!
He talks with Sara and Dave Lynn quite
often and sees Frank ’53 and Judy Jenkins
Totman ’54, as they only live a half hour
away. John saw Joan Rooney Barnes ’53
at Frank’s 80th birthday party in Kittery,
Maine. Y Roy and Betsy Fisher Kearney
Caldwell were in New England for Roy’s
granddaughter’s wedding in September and
took that opportunity to visit Els Warendorf
Hulm ’51 at her home in Wolfeboro, N.H.
She invited Al and Joan Martin Lamont
and Mark ’51 and Eddi Miller Mordecai
for a mini-reunion. Everybody’s planning to
venture to Mayflower Hill come the 60th
reunion. Y As for yours truly, I didn’t move
to CT in October after all. Improving health
has allowed me to stay on the Cape a while
longer. I’m anticipating a trip on the Mississippi in April on the American Queen,
a beautiful Victorian-era steamboat. How
about some of you joining me? Happy New
Year. Stay well!

1953
Barbara Easterbrooks Mailey
classnews1953@alum.colby.edu

including Ted Shiro, who survived another
surgery and is back playing tennis. He has
a new address and enjoys Naples year
round. Ted’s grandson, Aaron Murray, is the
quarterback for the Georgia Bulldogs. Y I
spoke with George Wales and he is sorry
to have missed our 60th reunion. He is in
good health and continues to make furniture
and take long walks on the Denison College
campus along with his still-active wife,
Lorraine. Y Jane and I will be somewhere
in Naples for February and will look up all
the Colbians we can. I still play golf every
day that ends in “y” and hope to continue. If

I received e-mail from Rebecca Rogers that
read, “My dad, Norman B. Crook, passed
away Oct. 4, 2011 in Alabama.” Our class
sends our condolences. Y Russell Wallace
hasn’t done any travelling since Spain in
April and a couple of weeks in Hawaii during
June. He had a great summer in northern
California. This fall he did some property
improvements at the Inverness retreat,
played, and improved his vision with two
cataract removals. On New Year’s Eve he
flew to Hong Kong for a trip he’ll report on
later. He hopes that the DU frat brothers
from the Cape, plus Herb Nagle, will be

Hello classmates! As I type this “offering”
at the end of November 2011, another year
just flew by for me. These years seem to
go faster as we live into our 80s. Martin
Bruehl reminds us of this with the shortest
news item I ever received. He said, and I
quote: “Still alive at 81.” Y Electra Paskalides Coumou left her home of 40 years in
Acton, Mass., to move to a condo just two
towns away in Hudson. She survived the
“dumping” of all the years of household
accumulation, then took a rewarding trip
to Italy for three weeks. They rented a
farmhouse with three other couples in the
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Tuscany mountain area. She said that the
drive to it on rough dirt roads was terrifying,
with mountain heights on one side and deep
ravines on the other. However, the views
from the farmhouse were spectacular and
worth the rough trip. Y Art Klein attended
the wedding of Roger Huebsch’s grandson.
Although Roger and his wife, Susan (Smith
’54), are no longer with us, their spirits were
there. Y Ginny Falkenbury Aronson wrote,
as promised, about her 80th birthday in New
York City. She said her kids roamed Ellis
Island and Ground Zero while she chose
to do a walking tour of the theater district,
St. John the Devine, and Park Avenue. She
dined on sushi, Chinese, Indian, Korean,
and more. Being with her four kids was a
real joy and especially meaningful for her
80th. Y Phyllis Whitcomb Laurin took a
trip to Cuba in the early fall, and reports
that the country is still very poor under
Castro but some free enterprise was being
allowed. European tourists were present,
to her surprise. Y What would our news be
without a note from John Lee? He went on
a cruise to Alaska aboard Holland America.
He had never been there, so enjoyed seeing
glaciers and whales. I think I just missed
John in Maine the first week of August. I
dropped in at Colby on the second. John
was actually in Belgrade and Smithfield,
on North Pond. Being there reminded him
of his four summers at a resort on East
Pond, where he started as a dishwasher
and ended as assistant manager in the
resort lounge. John’s daughter, Wendy, is in
Baghdad and his grandson, Christopher, an
Army captain, is in Afghanistan. Y Carolyn
English Caci’s husband, John, passed away
Dec. 1. There were no further details at the
time I received the news, but we send our
sympathy to Carolyn. Y Thanks for news!

1954
Art Eddy
classnews1954@alum.colby.edu
Lindon Christie writes from Las Vegas
(where he plans to remain until his money
runs out) that he’s “staying well.” Y Judy
Jenkins Totman loves every minute she
spends assisting folks who need help at
this time of their lives. Y Lois McCarty
Carlson recalls fond memories of her
courses with Mark Benbow, which she
credits with making her a critical thinker. Y
Alan Lindsay is in a rehab center because
of a very bad fall. Yvonne reports that he is
not doing very well, but his dedication to
Colby continues to be strong. Y Ned Shenton continues with his energy consulting,
which includes selling insulated shades.
Equipment problems kept him from using
his sailboat this summer, but he did a good
deal of dubbing around the harbor on Peaks

Island, Maine, in his eight-foot dinghy. Ned’s
writing includes completing a memoir he
promised his daughter and producing an
article about his father’s 50-year career as
a book illustrator, writer, and teacher for
Illustration magazine. Every-other-month
luncheon dates with Carolyn English Caci
’53 help to keep fond memories alive. Ned
and Ellie will, for the first time, flee the New
England weather and spend time in Pacific
Palisades, Calif. Y For Sue Johnson, trips to
a Danforth graduate reunion in Claremont,
Calif., sightseeing in Savannah, Ga., with
a group from her retirement community,
and a western Canadian “Rockies by Rail”
excursion with a Road Scholar (formerly
Elderhostel) group were the highlights from
last summer. Lifelong learning classes at
James Madison University are among the
many offerings that keep folks young in
heart at her retirement community. Small
world note: one of the residents in her
apartment building is Barbara Jefferson
Walker ’51.

1955
Kathie Flynn Carrigan
classnews1955@alum.colby.edu
Andy Boissevain writes that, “Judy and I
still travel and spent a couple of weeks on
the big island of Hawaii in March, which
turned out to be quite adventurous!” His
two granddaughters arrived late at the Kona
airport. They couldn’t get back to their condo
because of the big tsunami from Japan that
was aimed at them. They spent eight hours
in a local safe zone (the shopping mall) in
a “small rental car without a Termpur-pedic
mattress.” The year before, they were awakened at 6 a.m. and ordered to evacuate
to a local tsunami safe place! The moral
is that if anybody from Colby wants to go
to Hawaii, check and see if Andy and Judy
are there; if so, don’t book yourself at the
same time. Another trip was six weeks
to Austria for hiking, a trip to Landstuhl,
Germany, (where wounded soldiers from
Iraq and Afghanistan were first evacuated),
and, finally, to Amsterdam to see Andy’s
brother. Otherwise, they hang around the
north Olympic Peninsula enjoying home. Y
Lee Culver Johnson and her hubby made
it back to Florida after being caught in the
Halloween snowstorm in New Hampshire.
They went on a cruise in November and then
got ready for family to arrive the day after
they returned for Christmas. Y Jo Bailey
Campbell just finished a great course with
Coastal Senior College called Monarchs,
Martyrs and Mystics. Her teacher, Charmarie Blaisdell, shared the same mentor
with Colby History Professor Larissa Juliet
Taylor. Films and lectures included the
conflict between Michelangelo and Pope

Julius II, and Jo came to understand through
the film Cromwell the struggle between
commoners and the Stuart monarchy. She
wishes “everybody a peaceful winter season
and a bright new year.” Y “Greetings to my
classmates,” from Elizabeth (Beth) Young
Baker. “In April and May last year, Bob and
I took a seven-week round-the-world trip
to Thailand, Rome, Italy, India, Israel, and
Cairo. In June our twin grandsons (almost
8) flew alone to see us and filled the house
with lots of activity. We visited daughter
Jeanne and family in Redwood, Calif.,
spent Thanksgiving with daughter Betsy
and new husband at their ranch in Boise,
and will return to California for Christmas.
Recently I have become a volunteer and
will be tutoring the homeless and indigent
toward their GEDs.” Y Wheaton and Ellie
Small Hudson hope “everyone had a good
Thanksgiving and a merry Christmas.” Y
Other Hawaiian vacationers were Eric and
Beryl Wellersdieck Piper, who visited their
son and family who live there. They were
joined by their daughter. We talk often to
Barbara Restall Horne, who spent Thanksgiving with her daughters and their families
in Big Bear Mountain. Sistie continues to
be her upbeat self. She volunteers for the
Alzheimer’s group that she founded in Sun
City. Barbara volunteers in an organization
giving food and other assistance to those in

need locally. Eric and she enjoyed Alumni
College at Colby last summer. What a
wonderful experience! “Before we left for
home we got together at Harriet Sears
Fraser’s home and enjoyed seeing Jack
and Ann Burnham Deering and Larry ’56
and Jean Van Curan Pugh. Best wishes
for a great new year!” Y Karl ’54 and Jane
Millet Dornish love to go to Colby athletic
events. They saw the Colby-Bowdoin football game, “which was fun (but sadly Colby
lost).” The tailgate tent by Eddie Woodin
’69 was amazing! Jane writes, “Karl and I
loved the Boston Symphony. We’re taking a
no-brainer wine class at Colby (no tastings
yet, but we are hopeful for the last class!).
I have read two Peter Mayle books to go
along with the film. Our best to all!” Y Have
a great new year!

1956
Charlene Roberts Riordan
classnews1956@alum.colby.edu
Greetings to all! As I embark upon this new
endeavor, my hope is that I shall perform the
task as well as my predecessors. Thanks to
all who wrote to wish me well and to start me
on my epistolary way. Y The Sortors, Rosemarie (Crouthamel) and David, attended
two Colby football games as their grandsons
(at Amherst and at Bowdoin) were in the

Thomas ’63 and Patricia Raymond Thomas ’65, P’88

Supporting the Liberal Arts
The Thomases had some valuable assets that weren’t
earning anything. By creating a charitable remainder
unitrust at Colby, they started earning 6 percent
from those assets and received a tax
deduction as well.
“It’s now paying us about
forty-five thousand dollars a
year,” said Tom. “I can’t imagine
anybody better with whom to
establish a CRT. Colby does
a great job, and that’s
something I can be
proud of.”

Let’s talk
Susan Conant Cook ’75, P’11
sfcook@colby.edu
800-809-0103

Want to learn more about Tom and Patti Thomas?
See special section on inside cover or visit www.colby.edu/willows
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alumni at large
line-up for their respective schools. There
for the Amherst game were Tess and Jube
Jubinsky (from Hawaii), Peter and Hope
Palmer Bramhall, Paula and Peter Lunder,
and Kathy McConaughy Zambello. They all
had a great tailgate lunch before and dinner
afterwards. Harry and Lyn Brooks Wey, the
Sortors and Kathy joined the Bramhalls in
Falmouth for the Bowdoin game. Hope and
Peter now call a “house-a-minium” their new
down-sized home—enough space and less
maintenance! Y Football does help some
of us to stay connected. The Sortors have
grandsons who are or have been students
at Darien High School, where I teach, and
one played football, so to the Turkey Bowl
we have gone at Thanksgiving and later,
in June to graduation. Y Lois Latimer Pan
writes that someone in her Quaker retirement home in Maine noticed her Colby
fleece vest (a generous gift from one of our
classmates for our 40th or 45th reunion )
and recited the following cheer: Tough as
nails, Hahd (sic) as bricks, Colby Class of
’56! I admit that I, too, wear said vest—I
love to sport the Colby name! Y Susan
Miller Hunt had a wonderful lunch with
Brian and Sheila McLaughlin Freckman
Dillon of Australia as special guests. After
Jim Freckman’s death, Sheila connected
with Brian, a work-related Australian friend.
As we say, the rest is history! The Dillons
return yearly to the U.S. to visit with their
respective children. They had hoped to
make reunion, but it didn’t work out this
time. Completing the dining group were
the Sortors and Janet Stebbins Walsh. Y
Joan Williams Marshall attended her 59th
Weymouth High School reunion as did Linda
Burrage Sprague. Later there was a girls’
lunch with Joan Arcese and Janet Stebbins Walsh. Other Colbyites the Marshalls
saw on the Cape this summer were Sherry
and Don Rice, Edith and Tom LaVigne
’58, Loretta and Don Crowley ’58, and
Fred (Brownie) Brown. Y Brian Stompe
has been living in Novato, Marin County,
north of San Francisco, in the same house
since 1970. He wanted to make reunion,
but a canoe trip with Charlie Rice’s two
sons had already been planned (Charlie
died in 2008). Brian says that he is trying
to get better health care for CA and the
U.S. He and his wife of 53 years, Susan,
are active in city and county planning and
conservation. Y Ann Lowery moved back
to New Hampshire at the Weirs in Laconia,
right on Lake Winnipesaukee. Sounds
great! Active in her church, she serves as
cochair of the staff parish relations committee and sings in the choir. After many
years running libraries, she looks forward
to personal reading time. Y Jackie Huebsch
Scandalios’s son, Michael, published his
first novel, Privateer, about a naval hero
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from Revolutionary days. The reviews have
been favorable! Y Please continue to send
news as it is so easy to do in this age of
“instant communication.”

1957
Guy and Eleanor Ewing Vigue
classnews1957@alum.colby.edu
Well, HELLO! Now that I have captured
your undivided attention, don’t forget
that this year (May 31-June 3) is our 55th
reunion. Much more to come about that
from the College in the next few months!
Y Peter and Jeanne Arnold Jeffries, M.D.,
took their annual trip across the country
to Utah (record snowfall there), stopping

new association she will be able to focus
on ministries of her special interests. In
January she sang in a recital with a young
mezzo-soprano in Madison, N.J. Later that
month Mikki traveled for a month to Australia and New Zealand. Y Shirley Transue
Cram e-mails her best wishes. She’s had
a busy year with the Hartford Chorale. In
June the group sang two major choral works,
and the concert was a rewarding evening
for Shirley, who was celebrating her 76th
birthday. It also was a bittersweet occasion,
marking her resignation from the chorale
after 35 years, many of them spent as chief
financial officer. Y Fall of 2010 found Arlette
and Mac Harring hiking in Vermont and
enjoying bird hunting in Massachusetts; in

Ellie Fortenbaugh de la Bandera ’58 will
be doing Spanish translations for the Lee
County (FL) board of elections—the result of her
e-mailing them about a sample ballot in the
local newspaper in which the “translator” had
translated “ward” (as in ward 1, 2, 3) as a person:
ward of the state. Double aWARD for careful
proofreading and civic involvement!
along the way for genealogical research.
Jeanne is president of the Sheldon Family
Association, and they attended the 72nd
annual meeting in Portland, Ore. Also on the
docket in May was her 50th reunion from
B.U. medical school, followed in July by a
two-week trip to Bosnia with Peter and their
daughter’s family. October brought the birth
of a grandson, their son’s first child. Quite
a year, all told! Y It was wonderful to hear
from Janet Mittelsdorf Lumsden! Due to
her husband’s business transfer, they’ve
been living outside Dallas for the past
35 years. But Janet is still a true Yankee
at heart. She and Don have raised three
children and now have seven grandchildren
and one great-grand, all living within 50
miles of them. Janet attended the November
wedding of her grandson in Dallas at the
beautiful Fountain Plaza. Y We all hear
about the ordeals of infirmities, but when
I talked to Janice Thomson Christensen
recently, I could not believe my ears! Jan
had endured a miserable bout with, of all
things, whooping cough! It was tough to
diagnose and then conquer, but she has
since recovered fully. Y In November Mikki
Chomicz Manno had a very special event
take place in her life. She became a new
Seton associate of the Sisters of Charity
of St. Elizabeth. Mikki stressed that she
is not becoming a nun, but through this

October, they played tourists for a week in
London. After enjoying one of the best ski
seasons in years, the Harrings are selling
the home that Mac has lived in since 1964
and bought a condo in the same town,
Acton, Mass. They also sold their trailer
and big diesel truck and will concentrate
on international travel. Y Singing with the
Colby Eight at reunion in June was great fun
for Tom Brackin. Peter Merrill still leads
the group and Tom and Bo Olsen are “still
able to keep up and still in tune.” Peter
Re and his wife were there as steadfast
fans, bringing out the very best from the
group! During the summer, Marilyn and
Tom took an enjoyable week’s vacation at
Christmas Cove on the mid-coast of Maine,
with perfect weather as a bonus. Y For our
last column, the College was kind enough
to edit the piece to our limit of 650 words.
Your responses are so greatly appreciated
but I have to be vigilant in the amount of
information sent in. In fairness, I shall try
my best to edit any repetition. Thanks for
your understanding.

1958
Mary Ellen Chase Bridge
classnews1958@alum.colby.edu
Marian Woodsome joined Deb Robson
Cobb and her group to sing across southern

France in September. Deb reports, “Though
there were no star sightings this time, we
did sing in Vezelay, Lyon, Arles, Monaco,
and Chamonix. On 9/11/11 we sang two
concerts in exquisite village churches
tucked into the French Alps. Fun for two
Colbyettes from long ago!” Y Ellie Fortenbaugh de la Bandera will be doing Spanish
translations for the Lee County (FL) board
of elections—the result of her e-mailing
them about a sample ballot in the local
newspaper in which the “translator” had
translated “ward” (as in ward 1, 2, 3) as a
person: ward of the state. Double aWARD for
careful proofreading and civic involvement!
Y In the fall Tony Kalloch flew from Boston
to LA to attend his son David’s wedding.
“Thought that would never happen, since
his brother, Bruce (older by four minutes),
has been hitched with two beautiful children
for about 10 years.” Tony and three friends
were headed to Pebble Beach to play some
golf. “A Christmas present we are giving
each other.” Y Helen Payson Seager is
bursting with pride about her “children.”
Mary solves accounting problems for small
businesses in Alexandria, Va., by coaching
them through Quickbooks and is rising in
the certification ranks of Intuit’s endorsed
technicians. Son Tom is teaching at Arizona
State University and developing methods
of teaching moral decision-making and
ethical reasoning to graduate students.
Myra runs a landscape design, installation,
and maintenance business out of Peekskill,
N.Y., and is the catalyst behind a downtown
daffodil-planting project near the Hudson
River. “All three are so imaginative that I
keep asking myself where they came from!”
Y Dragging their travel trailer to Prince
Edward Island and back in September was
a fun trip for Dave Adams and wife Pam,
largely because that area differs so from
the Maine coast. It’s much less rock-bound
and more agricultural. “What appealed
most was the great bicycling along lonely
paved lanes with the crashing ocean on
one side and the sloping fields of yellow
grain or potatoes on the other.” They were
planning a Thanksgiving feast at a state park
near Atlanta with their son and his family.
Y John ’55 and Jane Daib Reisman took
their annual summer trip to Maine, where
for 11 years they have rented a cottage
with Jack and Susan Bower Hendrickson.
Joining them for a day of fun were Bob ’56
and Fran Wren Raymond, Bill and Cindy
Allerton Rocknak, and Olin and Willie
McDonald Sawyer. They met Kathy McConaughy Zambello ’56 for lunch and spent a
day with Mark ’54 and Larry Walker Powley
’54. “Connecting with our Colby friends has
become more and more meaningful as the
years go by.” Y Jean and Don Kennedy have
spent major holidays with Dave ’61 and
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Patsy Houghton Marr ’61 since reuniting
with them at Wesleyan in 1963. Since
retiring as a superintendent of schools in
2000, Don has been director of planning
for the nonprofit New England School
Development Council in Massachusetts.
In recognition of his work in leading teams
to assist more than 200 school districts
across New England, Don was presented
in May with the cooperative leadership
award from the National School Development Council; this is only the third time this
award has been made. Congratulations! Y
Last summer when I visited Ginny Angney
Bushee in Morgan, Vt., we saw Hairspray at
the across-the-border theater I wrote about
earlier. In August Susan Sherman White,
Dot Greenman Ketchum, Carol Conway
Denney and I had a wonderful week at a
camp in Stockbridge, Mass. We went to
performances at Tanglewood and Jacob’s
Pillow, a play in Lenox, the Clark Museum
in Williamstown, and the Norman Rockwell
one nearby. A great mini-reunion! I recently
caught up with Sally Fritz on the Cape.
Y Best to all and keep the news coming.

1959
Joanne K. Woods
classnews1959@alum.colby.edu
Congratulations to Fred and Carol “Sanka”
Sandquist Banister who celebrated their
50th anniversary this year. Sue Taylor,
who stood up with them when they were
married, attended the anniversary. All of
their children are scattered throughout the
country so it was the first time they were
all together in a long time. Fred and Sanka
have four children, eight grandchildren, and
four great-grandchildren. Y Elaine (Healey
’62) and Paul Reichert had a busy summer.
They went to their son’s home in NH, where
they painted his house (“cedar shakes are
not fun”). Then they visited their son in MA
to build a tree house for their grandson.
In between they attended the high school
graduation of one of their granddaughters.
She graduated number one in her class and
was also the top female athlete/scholar.
She will attend UVA in the fall. Upon arriving back home they received an offer on
their house and moved in with their son
and his wife in Spofford, N.H., while future
plans are made. They left Florida ahead of
Irene and arrived in NH in time to enjoy the
rain and the loss of power for two days.
Y Carol Holt Case and Mary Jane Davis
Smith meet periodically for lunch midway
between Carol’s Wayland and Mary Jane’s
Yarmouthport (MA) homes. Neither can
believe she’s known the other for more than
50 years! Carol continues to keep her hand
in writing and designing by doing volunteer
work for the Wayland Council on Aging and

The Dallas school system chose Mary “Molly”
Lynn Watt ’60’s poem, Civil Rights Update,
to be paired with Dr. Martin Luther King’s
I Have a Dream speech in the ninth-grade
curriculum. She’s finishing a poetry manuscript,
On the Wings of Song, set in the civil rights
movements, and is teaching a poetry course at
the Harvard Institute for Learning in Retirement.
the Sudbury Valley trustees. Mary Jane is
a talented Nantucket basket maker and
an active grandmother with a daughter
and granddaughter in Taos, N.M., and a
son and two granddaughters in Sandwich,
Mass. Y Joan (Crowell ’60) and Skip Tolette
continue to be blessed with good health
and happy times. They now split their time
between the Thousand Islands, N.Y., in
summer and Vero Beach, Fla., in winter.
They enjoy four delightful teenage grandchildren. They practice fractured medical
care—they have doctors and dentists in
Florida, northern New Jersey, southern New
York, and northern New York. They often see
Eve and Ian Tatlock, who also are in the
Thousand Islands, reachable only by one’s
own boat (and there are no stores). Skip
spends a lot of time in his small barn on
Grindstone Island (the fourth largest of the
1,860 islands in “the Thousand Islands”).
They see Jack Pallotta in Florida and get to
spend fun time with Bev (Johnson ’60) and
Keet Arnett in Vero. They also see Karen
(Beganny ’63) and Skeeter Megathlin and
walk the beach and play golf. Joan also plays
tennis and still skis. (Alta, Utah, is their
favorite area). Joan and Skip’s son, Mark
’83, built a cottage on Vinalhaven Island,
Maine, and visiting is a great excuse to drink
butter (mixed with lobster). Y Louise (Robb
’60) and Art Goldschmidt moved to Foxdale
Village Retirement Community, which is
approximately one mile from where they
lived for 44 years. Art says, “downsizing,
packing, and unpacking were stressful.” Y
Please keep the news coming. I love hearing
from classmates.

1960
Jane Holden Huerta
classnews1960@alum.colby.edu
Roberta Jeromin Nelson, who lives in
Brazil, enjoyed reunion and hopes to go
again! She and her daughter took a cruise
to Scandinavia, and she loved Estonia. She
also visited Richmond for her grandson’s
fifth birthday and will travel to the U.S. in
April for her granddaughter’s christening. Y

Doug ’58 and Judy Ingram Hatfield traveled
to India in October to visit their daughter and
family, who are doing research in Delhi. They
spent time in Mussoorie in the Himalayas,
where their daughter lives, and took a weeklong train ride touring Rajasthan. Y Skip ’59
and Joan Crowell Tolette split their time
between Thousand Islands, N.Y., and Vero
Beach, Fla. They spend time with Keet ’59
and Bev Johnson Arnett in Vero. Visiting
their son Mark ’83 on Vinalhaven Island,
Maine, is a great excuse to drink butter
(mixed with lobster). When returning from
Maine they visited Julie Klafstad Runnells
and Dottie Baldridge Dzenis in Concord,
N.H. Y Pete Henderson retired from the
Air Force in 1980, got his doctorate, and
became a professor. He taught at Auburn
University, UMaine, and Faulkner University.
Pete retired again after 9/11 and started
fundraising. He and wife Jane have two
daughters and six grandchildren. They sail
and travel, including an annual trip to Maine.
Pete enjoys reunions with the Colby Eight.
Y Steve Curley went to Brunswick for the
Colby vs. Bowdoin football game. Y Peg
Jack Johnston keeps busy traveling with
one or more of her three sons and seven
grandchildren. She is involved with Rotary,
where her passion is spreading awareness
of the need to eradicate polio. Y Jane and
Ralph Galante live on Merrymeeting Lake
in New Durham, N.H., from May to October
and in Bonita Springs, Fla., the rest of
the year. They golf and travel to visit kids
and grandkids with a trip overseas every
other year. Y Judy Allen Ferretti serves
on two nonprofit boards: Elderhostel/
Road Scholar and a local nursing home/
rehabilitation center. Judy gave her husband
a trip to Hawaii in March to celebrate his
“significant” birthday. They’re going to the
Kentucky Derby in May. Y John Vollmer and
wife Diana spent Thanksgiving at their farm
in Missouri with 35 of Diana’s family. For
John, a former Swedish citizen, it’s fun to
celebrate a “true American” event in the
heartland. They went to South Africa, including a safari, in December. After celebrating
son Mike’s birthday in San Francisco, they

flew to Connecticut for Christmas with son
Christopher and two grandchildren. Y Peter
and Virginia Clark Heyler have lived in Missoula, Mont., for an unbelievable 13 years.
They have six grandchildren. In September
they celebrated their 50th anniversary. They
flew to Alabama to see their son, Scott, but
were surprised to find their entire family.
After that they took a spectacular trip to
Iceland. Y Janet Grout Williams enjoyed
a lovely fall in northern New England and
was not seriously affected by the Halloween
snowstorm. Y Sandy Myers Paap visited
Colby last summer while in Maine to attend
her 55th reunion at Gould Academy. She
planned to attend our 50th but missed
out due to last-minute family concerns.
She didn’t get to see roommate Jo Deans
Auchincloss before Jo’s untimely death last
spring. Sandy lives happily in Wisconsin,
but hasn’t given up the idea of moving back
to New England to be closer to family. Y
Eunice Bucholz Spooner continues living
at home with the help of aides, which
means keeping her Great Dane puppy,
Delilah. Her son, Peter, took her to lunch
Dec. 2 to celebrate 29 years of living life to
its fullest since her auto accident. Eunice
took two cruises in January, one on the
same cruise as Ken Nigro’s Red Sox group
and the other with her youngest son and
his fiancée. Y Barbara and Ronald Weber
went to Ocean City, Md., for their 50-year
reunion with four guys who’ve known one
another since age five. They also see Gale
and Mike Silverberg. Y In September Juan
and Jane Holden Huerta spent a wonderful
week in New York celebrating the wedding
of their son, Jon ’95. Jane was thrilled to
see Robin Ottaway ’95, Foster Klug ’95,
and Mike Keller ’95. Jane and Juan took the
auto train to NY and drove back to Florida.
Y The Dallas school system chose Mary
“Molly” Lynn Watt’s poem, Civil Rights
Update, to be paired with Dr. Martin Luther
King’s I Have a Dream speech in the ninthgrade curriculum. She’s finishing a poetry
manuscript, On the Wings of Song, set in
the civil rights movements, and is teaching
a poetry course at the Harvard Institute for
Learning in Retirement. Civil Rights Update
can be found at www.colby.edu/mag on our
class notes page.

1961
Diane Scrafton Cohen Ferreira
classnews1961@alum.colby.edu
Our president, Steve Chase, tells us that
photos from our 50th reunion are now
online. Go to www.colby.edu/alumni and
click on the reunion tab. Y Elizabeth (Betsy)
Harper Hopler died in November. Betsy
majored in American literature, was an
editor of the yearbook, and also worked
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alumni at large
on the Echo. She was a member of Alpha
Delta Pi. Y Tom Kirkendall writes: “Fifty
years ago, not only did Dotty [Boynton]
and I graduate together, but we married one
week later, so 2011 was a big year for celebration. Although we didn’t get to reunion
because of medical issues, we consummated our pent-up desires for a four-week
cruise of Pacific Islands including Hawaii
(Aloha, Diane!), Fiji, American Samoa, and
Pago Pago, with an additional two weeks
cruising New Zealand and Australia. We
still enjoy frequent sails in the Caribbean
with children and grandchildren.” Y Bob Di
Napoli pens, “No big news but did want to
say hello. Remembering what fun I had at
reunion. Had small cancer removed from
my tonsils in July. No big deal but maybe
another surgery in December. How lucky to
be living in the 21st century, when modern
medicine makes none of this a death sentence. (Gene Rainville will be glad to know
I lost six pounds recovering, since I couldn’t
eat much for days.)” Y Tom and Marilyn
Blom Evans, featured in many reunion
photos, wrote, “The 50th reunion was so
much fun. Thanks to all the classmates who
made such a nice weekend possible. As we
mentioned to many, we stayed on in Maine
for the rest of June in a vacation rental at
Owls Head. Our three children joined us
there and, combined with reunion, made
our entire vacation very special.” Y Bob ’59
and Wendy Ihlstrom Nielsen had a great
time at reunion and enjoyed seeing so
many of the class return. They live on the
Connecticut shore in Niantic. Most of their
post-reunion summer was with family from
Virginia. Bob and Wendy also celebrated
their 50th anniversary and send, “Best to
all for a good winter and good health!” Y
Scotty MacLeod Folger reports the “Colby
Varsity” met in September at Liz (Rowe ’63)
and Bev Lapham’s in Meredith, N.H., for
“three days of good conversation, special
music, excellent food and drink, great walks,
along with fun activities like kayaking and
swimming! Captain Lapham’s ’sundowner
cruise’ on the party boat was a highlight.
In attendance were Sandy and Nancy
Cunneen Boardman, Hilda Brown Daley,
Denny Dionne, and Stewart Arens. Norman
’58 and Charlotte Clifton Lee were greatly
missed!” Scotty shares that the women
have a tradition of gathering for basket
making at Bev and Liz’s in January: “We all
look forward to that!” Y In a separate e-mail,
Scotty says, “If you get people together
for an Hawaii gathering, keep me posted;
that might be all I need to get myself out
to see you!” So who’s game? Send me
your name if you’re interested in a Class of
’61 Hawaii mini-reunion! Y Ron and Helen
Johnson Knox want friends to have their
new e-mail address: knoxs11@verizon.net.
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Y Peter Denman said he finally received his

reunion book! Colby listed just his street
address, not his post office box. Here is
his and Susan’s correct address: P.O. Box
660, Kapaau, HI 96755. Y Finally, Liz (Rowe
’63) and Beverley Lapham celebrate their
50th anniversary in February. They’ll be in
Tanzania on safari on the Serengeti Plains.
Beverly says, “So if the tent’s a-rockin’,
don’t come a-knockin’!” Yup, Colby Mules
of 1961—still kickin’! Aloha!

1962
Patricia Farnham Russell
Nancy MacKenzie Keating
classnews1962@alum.colby.edu
Lots of news—let’s get started. Y Joanne
Herbold Clarey is back from a month-long
residency at the Jenney House in Nova
Scotia awarded to her partner, artist Anne
Garland, and her. They collaborated on a
nature book featuring Anne’s sketches and
Joanne’s essays. Joanne has published
two thrillers and four mysteries and is
challenged by the genre change. Y Dick
Mittleman attended a Colby reception in
Rhode Island, where he renewed friendships and met new alumni. He and his wife
spend most of the winter in Fort Lauderdale
and plan a 50th anniversary trip to Europe,
regrettably ruling out our 50th reunion. Y
Peter Leofanti took a few friends (John
McHale, Jay French, Ed Hayde, Doug
Mulcahy ’63, Terry MacLean, Jay Webster,
and Cy Theobald) to the Colby-Bowdoin
football game Nov. 12, only to watch Colby
go down in defeat. However it was a good
time, and tailgating Eddie Woodin ’69-style
was fantastic. Michael and I also attended
and met up with Dick and Jeanie Banks
Vacco. Y Brenda Wrobleski Elwell Gottschalk traveled to the former Republic of
Georgia, where she “saw enough monasteries to keep me holy the rest of my life.” For
Thanksgiving she headed to Yellowstone
for several days of wolf watching and in
February will do a “girlie getaway” to the
Great Wall of China with her best friend.
Y Doug and Gail Macomber Cheeseman
celebrated the 60th African safari and
their 32nd year of leading safaris via their
company, Cheesemans’ Ecology Safaris.
Next is a trip to Chile, Easter Island, and
Patagonia, followed by Argentina and
Peninsula Valdes. Gail claims that retirement is still a long way off, as they love
what they do! Y Brenda Lewison has left
the “editorial world,” loving her free time
and finding great contentment in “my
happy marriage, children, grandchildren,
reading, and the gifts of mother nature.”
Husband, Bill, is Cleveland Clinic’s architectural consultant, working on hospitals
in Ohio and Abu Dhabi as well as designing

Gary ’62 and Peggy Bone Miles ’62 send
news from California, where Peggy teaches
ESL to adults, despite cutbacks in the
California budget, and Gary volunteers with
an organization that supports former foster
youths, runaways, and wards of the court.

homes. They spent time in New England last
summer, including three nights with Colby
roommates Cynthia and Sandy and their
husbands at Cynthia’s Vermont “paradise.”
Y Peter Duggan, after two years of trying,
sold his home on the Hudson River and
will retire to Naples, Fla., spending four
summer months in the northeast. Anyone
have a “small house with a view” they’d
like to rent? He retired as chairman of the
board of the Storm King School after nine
years, a very rewarding experience after
decades of “corporate America.” Peter
hopes to attend our 50th reunion. Y Toshi
and Jean Gaffney Furuyama still work part
time, Jean three days a week for the buyer
of her practice, doing expert witness work,
and lecturing at various dental meetings.
Y With a European river cruise, Jim and
Susan Welch Bishop celebrated their
50th anniversary and her fifth year as a
cancer survivor. They play golf as often
as “stamina allows” and plan a trip to the
Masters in April. She keeps up with Jan Cole
Courant, and Jim recently reconnected
with John Sheldon. Y Gary and Peggy
Bone Miles send news from California,
where they “still swim in the Pacific every
morning, year-round.” And without wet
suits! Peggy teaches ESL to adults, despite
cutbacks in the California budget, and
Gary volunteers with an organization that
supports former foster youths, runaways,
and wards of the court. Their son and family
live close by, and their daughter’s family
lives in southern France. Y Penny and Ed
Kyle write from Florida, where they spend
fall and spring, alternating with winter and
summer in New Hampshire. “Skiing still
calls, and summer provides hiking, kayaking, camping, etc.” He sees Allie Weller
on the slopes and hikes with Bill Chase
on occasion. Ed and Penny look forward
to June in “scenic Waterville.” Y John
Chapman reflects: “It seems life on the
road will only heat up.” Daughter Abbi was
married to Peter Gregory in Damariscotta
in May, and grandchild number eight, Ben
Chapman, arrived in August.” John and his
wife, Allison, enjoyed a lobster lunch at the
beautiful home of Nancy Rowe Adams in
East Boothbay, joined by Debby Price and

her friend and Michael (McCabe) and me.
Y Michael and I are back in Atlanta for the
winter, with plans to travel to Alabama and
the Florida coasts. We’re busy helping to
make our 50th reunion this spring a great
experience, and we encourage everyone
to attend. See you then!

1963
Paule French
classnews1963@alum.colby.edu
On a recent trip to Italy, Al Carville found
the lessons of Colby art history and
architecture classes served him well. After
Rome he cruised both coasts and visited
Monaco, Sicily, Greece, and Montenegro.
In August Rod Pierce and Al visited Ralph
and Gail Price Kimball in Boothbay Harbor.
Y Last September Bill ’62 and Barb Haines
Chase had an adventure in Beard’s Fork,
W.V. Although Barb says she knew less
than the students about construction, they
rehabbed, insulated, taped, and mudded
homes. It was a great team experience
in a beautiful place. Y Since Beth Brown
Turner got her doctorate, in August at the
University of Georgia, she’s applying for
postdoctoral fellowships. Y Our condolences to Frank Kirby’s wife, Jacqueline,
who wrote that Frank courageously battled
kidney cancer until his death. Y To see
what Ralph Kimball’s been up to in
retirement—playing ice hockey on a team
appropriately called Rusty Blades—go to
www.centralmassrustyblades.com. Y Jane
Melanson Dahmen is working on paintings
for shows at the Powers Gallery in Acton,
Mass., in April and at the Courthouse Gallery in Ellsworth, Maine, in July. She also
has work at the Gleason Gallery in Boothbay
and Portland. Jane visited her son and his
family in Vancouver. Her daughter-in-law
teaches in Bergen, Norway—Jane’s next
trip! Many thanks to Jane for agreeing to
be artistic consultant on our 50th reunion
book. Y Thank you, also, to Bonnie Brown
Potter for being on our committee of three
to produce our reunion book. Y Sandra
Moulton Burridge attended the Peace
Corps’s 50th anniversary celebration in
D.C., meeting up with her Ghana group.
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She visited roommate Lillian Waugh in
West Virginia. They had a “heartwarming
and overdue reunion and invite all the 1963
Mary Low Annex sisterhood to an annex
reunion at our 50th!” To see, and hear,
Lillian in a 100-cello choir, go to www.cellospeak.org and click on the YouTube link.
Y John and Marsha Palmer Reynolds had
a fabulous cruise on the new Norwegian
Cruise Line ship the Epic. They started
with a cooking class in Barcelona, sailed
through Gibraltar to the Azores, then to St.
Thomas and Miami. “More than two weeks
of pure relaxation.” Y Michael Archer,
who lives in Brazil, came to Prouts Neck,
Maine, for his brother’s wedding and spent
a great week with his sons in Salvador,
Bahia, Brazil. He plays golf year round.
Y Patricia Dunn Field had a wonderful
three-week African safari, sleeping in a tent
with various bugs and lizards. Elephants,
lions, and other creatures strolled close
by. Her next adventure is the Galapagos
and South America. Pat keeps in touch
with Joanna Buxton Gormley, Cindy
Richmond Hopper, Cindy Peters McIver,
Mary Jo Cahill Shroeder, Mary Dexter
Wagner, and Arlene Jenkins Graber. Y
Pauline “Pi” Ryder Kezer recommends
Passion and Principle: The Story of John
and Jessie Fremont, a historical account
of our country’s first “power couple.” Pi
wonders if our class would be interested
in reading a book and discussing it at our
50th. Y Pen Williamson rowed again in the
Head-of-the-Charles Regatta in Boston.
He’s now in the “senior veterans race and
got trounced by several in their 70s and
80s! I’m one of those who make the top half
possible, but great fun just to participate!”
Y Karen Forslund Falb, Tom Thomas, and
Whit Bond wrote greetings to all. Whit says
he’s planning to attend our 50th. Y Ruth
Pratley Madell was mother of the groom
at son Peter’s wedding in Chicago, a festive and fun occasion. For her milestone
birthday, daughter Kristen is taking her to
Ireland. Ruth writes, “I’ll raise a Guinness
to you all!” Y Sally White Butler works
at the Lahey Clinic and teaches reading
as a volunteer. Her granddaughter, in
Reading, Mass., works in finance. Sally
enjoys hiking in the mountains of North
Conway with her three grandsons. Y Tim
Dakin and wife Irene live in New Bern,
N.C., a beautiful, historical area close to
the coast and with fabulous weather. They
both volunteer and Tim teaches at Mount
Olive College. We’ll see him at the 50th! Y
I spoke with Judy Magalhaes Garcia and
Jim Westgate, who stay in touch across
the globe. Jim had a harrowing experience
with flooding in Thailand, but he and his
home were spared. Both send their best.
Y Thank you for your news! I hope you’re

thinking about your autobiography for our
50th reunion book.

1964
Sara Shaw Rhoades
classnews1964@alum.colby.edu
Michael Cohen, happily married for 44
years (two sons and two grandchildren),
retired last year after a career in the automobile business. After earning his M.B.A.
from Boston University, he worked for Ford,
American Motors, Chevrolet, Dodge, and
Nissan. Lately he is active with the Southeast Michigan Porsche Club of America as
editor of its magazine and a member of
the board of directors. Y Johanna and Bob
Mangion spent two months with another
couple in Russia and Mongolia. “We went
by train from St. Petersburg to Lake Baikal
with four major stops. Several times we
met wonderful Russians—expats, a Perm
repertory group performing Handless
in Seattle, two poor singers, an angelic
passerby at the Moscow train station who
helped us replace our stolen train tickets, a
’nyet’ woman in Tomsk, and a dorm proctor
who let us stay two nights in a university
psychiatric dorm. The rivers in Siberia flow
north to the Arctic very, very slowly in the
winter, so most of the 1,500 miles of taiga
is clumps of birches separated by marsh. I
left my heart in Mongolia traveling by Russian van south to the treeless Gobi and then

the board of a nonprofit charitable foundation. But their primary focus is their family of
15 grandchildren, ages 17 to three months!
Y Susan Woodward has been RVing now
since the fall of 2007. You can read about
her adventures at www.rv-adventuring.
com. Y Joyce Arnold Kottra writes, “My
life goes on comfortably and busily and
happily with Rotary literacy and vocational
projects, children’s learning events (won
a regional award for one), the impossible
goal of improving my golf performance, and
staying in touch with growing grandchildren
and great-grandchild!” Y Candi (Wilson ’65)
and John Haynes will soon be grandparents
for the second time. “With only one child
in play, it’s a bit harder to get to that point
of being surrounded by new, interesting,
little people. For those of you who didn’t
experience the Halloween blizzard in all
its ugly glory, let me tell you, no power
for seven days in a house with no water,
heat, or any utilities wears real thin after
two days. I have a new understanding of
the utility of gray water. I was amazed to
easily sleep 12 hours a day just to hide
from the constant 50-52 degree interior
temperatures. Fortunately, it was mostly
sunny outside, but the heavy, wet 14 inches
we got still linger in the shady spots. Tree
damage was extensive in western Massachusetts and has been hard to take after
a tornado, Irene, a microburst, and other
winds that wreaked such havoc on our lives.

Johanna and Bob Mangion ’64 spent two
months with another couple in Russia and
Mongolia. “We stayed in guest yurts of
nomadic families, ate a lot of mutton soup, and
enjoyed the amazing light of the desert and the
spectacular mountains covered with tamarack
near Lake Kovsgol. In many places in the Gobi
one can see no trace of human existence.”

into Mongolia. We stayed in guest yurts of
nomadic families, ate a lot of mutton soup,
and enjoyed the amazing light of the desert
and the spectacular mountains covered
with tamarack near Lake Kovsgol. In many
places in the Gobi one can see no trace
of human existence.” Y Ike Balbus retired
officially from the University of Illinois at
Chicago in August 2010 and is in a threeyear, part-time teaching arrangement. His
most recent book, Governing Subjects: An
Introduction to the Study of Politics, was
published by Routledge in 2010. Y Robbie
(Gilson ’65) and Bob Drewes live in Utah.
Bob is involved in several startups and is on

I’m taking the issue of personal survivability
a lot more seriously.” Y Lynne Davidson
still works “full time and a half” at NYU and
lives in Greenwich Village. She was recently
involved in intervention for restructuring
and organizational change in the medical
profession, working with diverse specialties
and all levels of physicians in a metropolitan
hospital. She and Jim recently had brunch
with Sandy Smith Sobocinski and her
husband Y This year’s Alumni College will
be July 22-25 and the subject is “An Age of
Democratic Revolution? From the American
War of Independence to the Revolutions
of 1848.” George Shur, Wayne Fillback,

Lynne Urner Baxter ’65, and I would love to
have you join us for this series of lectures
and discussions.

1965
Dick Bankart
classnews1965@alum.colby.edu
CLASSMATES IN MOTION! Bob Gordon
and his partner, Steve, relocated from
Columbus, Ohio, to Tucson, Ariz., where
they’ve been winter visitors for 35 years.
Bob has retired. He misses his kids and
grandchildren in Ohio, but “with gorgeous
mountain views it feels like we’re on vacation every day.” Y Also relocating—Judy
Guptill Simmons from western North
Carolina to Chapel Hill “to be nearer to
my daughter and her family” with the usual
soccer games, piano recitals, and school
events with her grandsons. Y Ruth and
Harold Kowal spent three weeks in France:
a week in Paris and two more touring the
Pyrenees. He mentioned wine was involved
somehow in this adventure. Y Across the
mountains to the southwest were Sue
and Nick Locsin touring the south coast
of Spain. “Bicycling, gourmandizing, and
exploring.” Both continue as volunteers
at the Maine Maritime Museum in Bath.
Y Merry Barker Chapin has retired after
40-plus years teaching in Phippsburg,
Maine. She’s now a volunteer at the school
department career center helping kids find
jobs, write résumés, etc. She’s also “copresident of Maine’s first ship,” a project to
reconstruct and sail a Colonial-era vessel.
Her husband, Craig, retired from teaching
and being a principal in 1984 and now
works as a carpenter. Y John Bragg spent
two weeks in Hawaii celebrating his 20th
anniversary. He retired from the family business last November after 46 years. “Now it
is winters on the beach in Fort Myers and
summers in Bangor.” Y Back from Africa are
Charlie ’63 and Pam Plumb Carey. They saw
“multiples of the ’big five’” while at a private
game reserve and crossed from Victoria
Falls (Zambia) to Botswana for a shorter
safari along the Zambezi River. Y “As I write
this it is a lovely, bright autumn day in early
November and the oak leaves have turned
a lovely hue of reddish-orange.” So writes
Nancy Godley Wilson. Nancy and John
’63 visited Jackson Hole and Yellowstone.
The Wilsons summer on Deer Isle and had
visits from Bryan Harrison Curd, Margo
Beach, and Pam Harris Holden ’66. They
will return to Lexington and prepare for a
week-long trip on a five-masted schooner
out of Barbados in February. Y Speaking of
the woods, Marty Dodge has retired from
41 years of teaching at Finger Lakes Community College, but he managed to score his
18th and final woodsmen’s championship
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alumni at large
for the men’s team. He then spent seven
weeks in Alaska supervising the building of
five log cabins for one of his former students.
Then off to Costa Rica and “nesting green
turtles one moonlit night in Tortuguero.”
Y Alaska-bound in August will be Jean
(Hoffmann ’66) and Neil Clipsham. Last
year they took a foliage tour of Vermont.
Neil continues some part-time work and
volunteers at the local library, while Jean
works at the Indian Creek Foundation (for
mentally challenged adults). He says hi to
his classmates. “Seems like yesterday we
were Colby Eight-ing together.” Y Barbara
McGillicuddy Bolton is writing a novel
about a young woman from northern Maine
who is a freshman in a liberal arts college
in central Maine in 1961. Watch for Lulu
Goes to College. Y Stan Garnett reports on
some real nostalgia. He attended an ATO
reunion in Boston last summer. (Suspect
beer was involved.) “Several generations
of Tau’s attended. My wife and I brought
none other than Thelma Hanson to the
event from Palmetto, Fla. Thelma and her
husband, Dick, ran Dick’s Café in downtown
Waterville, long the gathering place for
ATOs and townies. Still sharp as a tack,
Thelma will turn 100 in 2012.” Y Which

brings me to the happy news that Dave
Hatch will marry Dale Rottner this spring.
They’ve been riding bicycles and enjoying
the Venice, Fla., beaches and restaurants
for some years and have decided to marry.
Your correspondent suspects more wine will
flow. Y Hail, Colby, Hail!

1966
Meg Fallon Wheeler
classnews1966@alum.colby.edu
Gary Barnes and Gayle Jobson Poinsette
are again spending three winter months
far from Vermont, this year in Arizona. Y
Vermonters Betty (Savicki ’68) and John
“Daisy” Carvellas will spend a couple of
winter months in St. Augustine, Fla. Y RVers
Liz (Drinkwine ’68) and Ted Houghton hit
the road again after their Massachusetts
summer. This year’s eight-month odyssey
started in Yellowstone, the Grand Tetons,
and Utah en route to New Mexico, where
they’ll spend most of the winter. Y Eddie and
Lynn Seidenstuecker Gall are wintering at
their California home in La Quinta, finding
the combination of California winters and
Maine summers perfect. They’d love to see
anyone visiting in the Palm Springs area. Y

Frank ’64 and Natalie Bowerman Zaremba
visited Pam Harris Holden in Scottsdale,
Ariz., in the fall. Y Anne Ruggles Gere and
family spent Thanksgiving in Buenos Aires,
as Anne was giving a talk at the university
there. Y Gary McKinstry missed our reunion
due to real estate business travel to England
and the Netherlands, and more recently he
went to Cape Town, South Africa, finding
it amazing how many foreign buyers are
attracted to the beaches and cultural life
of Sarasota, Fla., his hometown. Y Steve
Rand and his partner, Susan, enjoyed
time on the Belgrade Lakes this summer
and took a side trip to Colby. Y Californian
Terry Eagle has retired from full-time work
at Cate School after 45 years of teaching.
He now works one day a week for Cate,
serves on five nonprofit boards, sees his
two grandchildren as much as possible, and
spent two months in Maine this summer
working on his golf and squash games. Y
Linda (Brooks ’68) and John Perkins enjoy
retirement in Yarmouth and Oquossoc,
Maine. They took a fascinating course at
University of Southern Maine on the geology of Maine, taught by a fabulous teacher,
John Tewhey ’65. They’d like to hear from
Susan (Brown ’65) and Frank Musche. Y

Class president Fran Finizio is glad he can
retire from Fidelity next May as planned,
thus avoiding a move by Fidelity to Dallas.
Y Congratulations to two class authors,
Barry Willdorf, whose novel Flight of the
Sorceress has won a Global eBook Award
for best historical literature, and Jay Fell,
coauthor with four other men of 100 Years
Up High: Colorado Mountains and Mountaineers, written to celebrate 20th-century
Colorado mountaineering and the 100th
anniversary of the Colorado Mountain Club.
Y Sue Turner visited with many Colby classmates last fall, among them gifted artist
Kay Tower Carter, talented knitter Anne
Ladd Carlson, and accomplished Maine
state librarian Linda Hall Lord. Y Veteran
Maine state legislator Gary Knight is chair
of the House taxation committee, hoping
to improve the Maine tax code to make it
more equitable and easier to administer. Y A
long-silent classmate has come forth: Peter
Blumenthal retired in 1998 from the retail
chain of picture framing stores he started,
grew, and sold to a venture capital group.
He then moved to Jerusalem for a year with
his wife and daughter, 7. He had lost his
first wife to cancer in 1988, after they had
two sons, both Colby graduates. Back to

		

Service Above Self | Peter Anderson ’66
When the National Park Service held a
signing ceremony to establish a sister park
agreement between Pinnacles National
Monument and Parque Nacionale Quebrada
del Condorito (Canyon of the Little Condor)
in Argentina in 2010, Peter Anderson ’66
was there representing Rotary International.
After initiating professional exchanges
between his Rotary Club in Morgan Hill,
Calif., and a club in Buenos Aires, Argentina, where he is an honorary member,
Anderson spent three years following the
project closely (and translating between
Spanish and English) as scientists in both
countries worked on restoring populations
of condors in the wild..
At the signing ceremony Anderson represented Rotary alongside the directors of
both national park systems, the Argentine
ambassador, and Congressman Sam Farr,
who represents Anderson’s district in the
House of Representatives.
It began in 2007 when one of the four
California Rotarians on the initial exchange
was a biologist from California’s Pinnacles
National Monument, a release site for the
endangered American condor. During her
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month in Buenos Aires she
met with Argentine biologists, national park representatives, and researchers
involved with preserving
Andean condors.
In subsequent years
she initiated return trips
with other biologists from
Pinnacles and the National
Park Service who were
working with the American
condors. Anderson twice
accompanied these groups
Peter Anderson ’66
to Argentina to keep the
Rotary connection and to help bridge the
language barrier.
Anderson said that Professor Emeritus Henry Holland, his Spanish teacher
at Colby, “would have been proud that I
navigated a lot of the off-line discussion
between dignitaries with aplomb.” In fact
he’s had subsequent assistance learning the
language—his wife of 40 years, Elena, is
an Argentine American. They now split
their time between the two countries since
Anderson sold his geotechnical engineer-

ing company in 2010.
The Rotary Foundation
funds trips to encourage
professional exchanges and
to deepen mutual appreciation of cultures, and in this
case the exchange resulted
in a sister park agreement
that benefits both humans
and endangered condors.
“But Rotary looks at it a
little beyond that,” Anderson adds. “As long as we can
get people together from
different countries, other
good things happen.”
“If everyone had a chance to spend two
weeks or a month in another country under
the auspices of Rotary, there would never
be another war,” Anderson said. “That’s a
major principle of Rotary: peace through
world understanding.”
Anderson is at once a firm believer in and
an exemplar of the organization’s motto,
“Service Above Self.”
“It’s easy,” he said. “You do what you
love.” —Laura Meader

Colby / winter 2012

CM_41-68_A@L.indd 48

1/11/12 9:54 AM

Boston, where he developed several new
businesses—exercise equipment, cooking
school, baking business, lice treatment—
with various family members. Pete keeps
fit swimming and biking, attended Peter
Swartz’s son’s wedding in Puerto Rico last
May with Betty and Daisy Carvellas, and
takes credit for giving Daisy his nickname.
In Pete’s words: “I gave it to him because
I thought he played football like a girl.
Only kidding. I did give him his nickname,
but it was because I thought I heard the
name ’Daisy’ when someone was actually
calling him by his initials, ‘JC.’ Being more
colorful, my nickname stuck.” Our Colby
education continues.

1967
Bob Gracia
Judy Gerrie Heine
classnews1967@alum.colby.edu
For the past 44 years Jim Eisenberg has
been very active. After graduating from
Colby, Jim earned an M.D. and Ph.D.
(anatomy) at Case Western Reserve, married, and moved to San Francisco, where
he completed a surgical residency. He later
did a second residency in radiology and
for the past 30 years has practiced in that
specialty. Jim and his wife, Tova, have three
children. When he finds time to leave his
practice, Jim and Tova travel and spend time
at their retreat on Lake Michigan. Y Mike
and Pam Cooper Picher welcomed two
new grandchildren in August, the children
of their Colby sons. If there’s a drawback
to grandchildren, it’s that Pam prefers
spending time with them rather a certain
aging husband. Y David and Debbie Terrio
Brunell moved to Falmouth on Cape Cod.
While Debbie loves living on the Cape, she
spends four winter months in Florida and
keeps tabs on her real estate business via
the Internet. Like Pam Picher, Debbie finds
her three grandchildren to be the best part
of aging. Y Eric Rosen continues his study
of religion and participation in interfaith
dialogue. Eric keeps in touch with Dave
Aronson, Peter Swartz ’66, Jim Thomas,
Harry Graff, and Joe Candido. Y Jean
Ridington Goldfine traveled to England
last summer, where she hiked an ancient
drover track in Wiltshire. Y Ken Ingram
lives near Charlotte, N.C., where he works
for an Argentine company that consults on
business models. Ken enjoys time with his
first grandson. Last summer Ken visited
Port Clyde and Tenants Harbor, Maine. Y
Nick Hadgis has also joined the ranks of
the grandparents. His granddaughter was
born last fall. Nick continues to expand
the global leadership program at Widener
University. Y Joanna Snyder Richardson
is acting manager of scholarly informa-

tion within in the division of information
services at Griffith University. Despite a
busy schedule Joanna has coauthored four
papers and a journal article. Y Connie and
Woody Berube moved to their retirement
home near Dallas. While Connie continues
to work in advertising, Woody takes to the
links nearly daily and shot his first hole in
one, which he followed up with a second
several weeks later. This was after a second
knee replacement. Y Since retirement Charlie and Sally Ray Bennett have traveled the
world. They recently visited their daughter,
who teaches at an English-speaking school
in Italy. When they return to Rhode Island,
they’ll have a cup of coffee and then head
to Florida to escape the New England winter.
Y Ann Russell-Starr plans to retire in June.
She’s taught biology in Vienna, Va., and in
the past two years has been the supervising
teacher for AP science investigation. Ann
and Mike will move to Hilton Head Island
after she completes the academic year.
Two of Ann’s daughters have an important
second semester coming up as they both
complete work at the master’s level. Ann
is hoping to see many longtime friends
at our reunion in June. Y Rick Sadowski
recently moved to Marshfield, Mass., a
lovely seaside community on the south
shore of Boston. The new home has become
a gathering spot for Rick’s extended family.
Shortly before moving, Rick and his brother
traveled to Moscow and St. Petersburg and
then to Poland, Denmark, and Sweden.
Rick has been studying mediation and is
working towards establishing a mediation
practice as part of his law practice, which
means he’s not planning on retiring anytime
soon. Y Alice Hubert Gardner is pleased
to announce that she has opened a studio
in Gloucester, Mass., in a historic building
on the North Shore next to the Cape Ann
Museum. While practicing psychotherapy,
Alice studied art and now does pen-and-ink
and watercolors. When not painting, Alice
is thrilled to be with her two grandchildren,
5 and 7.

1968
Peter Jost
classnews1968@alum.colby.edu
Bruce McDonald writes: “I officially retired
from medicine and surgery at the end August
2010. My retirement lasted only a couple
of months as I got drafted to serve as race
commander at the Austin Yacht Club. In
addition to the usual challenges of putting
on races every weekend for 44 weeks of the
year, we had a La Niña weather pattern that
resulted in high winds and a record drought,
which saw our lake levels drop more than
60 feet. I still do freelance photography and
some for-hire event photography (mostly

sailing regattas). I completely redid my
website to a full-blown professional site.” Y
Ed Quinto wants to know when Pete Rouse
will host a Colby day for the Class of ’68
at the White House? Y Arthur Brennan
writes: “I retired from full-time service as
a Maine judge in August and now serve
on an active-retired basis. I plan to work
about four months a year. Hope to do some

gathering. You simply cannot offer enough
thanks and gratitude to our veterans. I just
got back from Alicante, Spain, where I sailed
in the Legends Regatta. Having sailed in
three round-the-world races, it seems that
I am (was) a legend! I sailed in the regatta
onboard King’s Legend, a Swan 65 sloop,
on which I became a circumnavigator in
1978. Next Carolyn, my bride of some 40

Dr. Judith De Luce ’68 retired from Miami
University for good. She writes, “So far I’ve
been president of the Oxford Kiwanis club,
member of my church’s vestry, and doing mock
interviews on campus for career services.
When people ask if I have enough to keep busy,
I just laugh.”
long-delayed traveling and generally enjoy
a more relaxed schedule. So far, so good.”
Y Jessie McGuire still travels a couple of
times a year, which is what he loves to do.
Being in Bhutan for the king’s wedding (and
seeing two different festivals) is the latest
and probably most exciting trip in the last
couple of months. Y Dr. Judith De Luce
retired from Miami University for good. After
teaching for 36 years, it was time to try a few
new things. She writes, “I’ve discovered that
everything they say about retirement is true;
it’s wonderful. So far I’ve been president of
the Oxford Kiwanis club, chair of the board
of the Institute for Learning in Retirement,
member of my church’s vestry, and my
latest project is doing mock interviews on
campus for career services. When people
ask if I have enough to keep busy, I just
laugh. And now I have to finish preparing to
teach Latin for a friend on maternity leave.”
Y Spencer Sullivan writes: “I recently had
a chat with my neighbor in Plainfield about
our college experiences in the ’60s. We’ve
known each other for several years but he
hadn’t known of my foreshortened Colby
experience. He asked if I knew Peter Jost
and then related his years at Rutgers Law
School and their casework together. I’m
still dabbling in contract charter flying at
Morristown, N.J., airport. I’ve taken up inline
skating as a fitness program and compete
against other “grand veterans” and “grand
esquire” (generally 60 years up) skaters.
I’ve won a few races, but the tragedy is that
I’ve been the only skater in those geriatric
divisions.” Y Ted Allison writes: “Being a
residential real estate agent these past
few years has been just fantastic! What a
market! In July I delivered the address at the
Run to the Vietnam Wall in Cody, Wyo. This
was my ninth time riding the Harley to this

years, and I will spend February in Nepal.
Onward!” Y As for the aforementioned
Peter Jost, I recently completed my first 5K
while visiting my son and his fiancée near
San Francisco. He was second overall and
she was fourth in women’s; I was 123rd.
Nevertheless, I may have been bitten by
the running bug, and I will definitely train
for the next one! Hope you are all well.
Keep in touch.

1969
Ray Gerbi
classnews1969@alum.colby.edu
Greetings classmates. Sharon Timberlake
returned to school, earning a Ph.D. at 60,
and finds it “fun and challenging” teaching organizational theory (giving thanks
to Professor Geib) and related courses in
the leadership and organizational studies
program at the University of Southern
Maine. She often sees Diane Kindler and
is in touch with Alice Huse Tanner and
Alden Wilson. Sharon invites people to
visit her on Facebook. Y Moses Silverman, a partner in the firm of Paul, Weiss,
Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP, has been
practicing law in New York City for the past
38 years. His wife, Betty Robbins, serves
as counsel to the American Jewish committee. Their son, Ben, graduated from law
school, worked for the Federal Defenders
of New York, and started a clerkship for a
federal judge. Their daughter, Rachel, is
the artistic administrator of the New York
Theatre Workshop. Y In July Laurie Killoch
Wiggins attended Colby’s Alumni College
on the Italian Renaissance, experiencing
“three and a half days of pure bliss!” While
there she enjoyed seeing Steve Ford ’68.
She and a friend then traveled up the Maine
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coast, from York Harbor to Acadia National
Park. They visited art museums, went whale
watching, and ate at the famous Red’s Eats.
Laurie says they had fun staying with Jon
and Paula Joseph Eustis. While in Maine
she also caught up on news about Jeanne
Merola Mukai and Cathy Cyr Latvis. In
Boston she visited Criss Nigro and saw
the Chihuly glass exhibit at the MFA. Then
it was on to the Berkshires, Princeton,
and Long Island to visit other friends and
family. Laurie has “the Alumni College
penciled into my calendar every year until I
drop.” She hopes to see more classmates
on her swing-through next summer and
invites anyone in the area to contact her
at lkwiggins@bellsouth.net. Y David and
Ines Ruelius Altemose celebrated their
30th anniversary with another couple on
a trip to Africa. Ines says it was truly the
trip of a lifetime! They saw an “amazing
number of animals” on an eight-day safari
in Tanzania and visited Victoria Falls and
Cape Town. Y Mickey Jako and his former
roommates Steve Fisher and John Kearns
had their annual reunion, reminiscing about
music in junior high school, the stress of
prep-school academics, how dynamic
professor Todrank was, and the disturbing current trends in education, finishing
the afternoon by “concluding how great it
was to see each other and what remarkably handsome men we still are.” Y Craig
Stevens checked in from the sunny south,
where last March he had an exhibit of his
work from Iceland at the Woodruff Center
in Atlanta, followed by a one-month run in
the Alexander Gallery in Savannah. Craig
spent the summer in Camden, playing
golf and teaching at the Maine Media
Workshops in Rockport. This is his 25th
year as a professor of photography at
the Savannah College of Art and Design,
where he’s working on experimental digital
printmaking techniques. Visit his work at
www.craigstevens.me. His daughter, Emily,
is engaged and will be married next September near Camden. Y Bill Antonucci is
taking time off from hockey after 29 years
of coaching, but remains active in youth
hockey. His son Ben, 13, is being coached
this year by a Class of 2010 Colby grad.
Bill is thinking he may start coaching again
when his granddaughters (Julie, 3, and
Sophie, 8 months) get old enough to play.
He continues to work, play golf, and hopes
that retirement comes along sometime
soon. Y In November Pam and I attended
the annual Colby-Bowdoin football game
tailgate party, an event Eddie Woodin has
generously hosted for the past 12 years.
It’s a wonderful time with lots of great food
and drink, and it provides an opportunity
for Colby alumni in greater New England to
catch up with one another in a fun setting. I
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hope to see many of you there in the future.
Y Have a wonderful early spring everyone!

1970
Libby Brown Strough
classnews1970@alum.colby.edu
Bill Hardy started with the Class of 1966,
but was waylaid by lack of academic motivation and the Vietnam War. He ended up
returning to Colby and finishing with our
class, somewhat more motivated and still
in one piece. He went to law school and
started a practice in Lewiston and Portland,
Maine. In 1967 Bill married Lona Eldridge
’66. In 2003 they bought a home in Napa,
Calif., while still maintaining a home in

children. Daughter Holly lives in NYC and
is an executive director of PR for Hearst
Publication and is responsible for Elle, Elle
Décor, and Town and Country magazines.
Tom is still president and CEO of North
Technology Group, the owners of North
Sails, Southern Spars, North Sportswear,
and Edgewater Powerboats. They make sails
and carbon fiber masts for boats ranging
from small up to 300-foot mega yachts.
Most America’s Cup or Volvo (around-theworld) Ocean Race sailboats use North
Sails and Southern Spars. They built all of
the soft storage for the space shuttle and
helped develop a machine that Boeing is
using for the new 787 aircraft fuselage. Tom
still races sailboats quite a bit, but not as

70s newsmakers
The Patriot’s Path Council, Boy Scouts of America, has
awarded Libby Corydon-Apicella ’74 the 2011 Berkeley
Heights (N.J.) Good Scout Award. An independent travel
consultant, multilingual tour guide, and trustee for the
Wharton Music Center, Corydon-Apicella helped found
and is now the president of CAST (Creative Arts Support
Team), which supports and develops opportunities in the
visual and preforming arts for Berkeley Heights public
school students. F Attorney James Peale ’77, has been
appointed clerk of the Cheshire and Sullivan County
Superior Courts. An English major at Colby, Peale has
served in the New Hampshire court system since 1987.
Libby Corydon-Apicella ’74
F Gary, Ind. native Savas Zembillas ‘79 was elected
metropolitan bishop of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Pittsburgh at the Ecumenical
Patriarchate In Constantinople, Turkey. He recently told the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
that despite his monastic garb and Oxford University doctorate, “I’m from a steel town
in Indiana, so I have an affinity for places like Pittsburgh.”

Portland and a relationship with the firm
he started (Hardy Wolf & Downing). They
have a son who works as a neuroscientist
in a startup brain rehab business in San
Francisco, a daughter-in-law who lobbies
for children’s health issues in Sacramento,
and their first grandchild, born in October.
They enjoy the San Francisco opera and
ballet offerings. Bill enjoys painting, playing
golf, volunteer teaching, and making wine
with friends. He’s still grateful to Colby for
giving him a second chance. Y Jeff Lovitz
is completing his 30th year of practicing
family medicine in Waterville; however,
he stopped delivering babies about five
years ago. Now he’s trying to recruit his
replacement as he thinks about winding
down. His wife, Cindy (Carlisle ’73), teaches
kindergarten in Fairfield and still loves it.
They have four children, all out of college
with chosen careers that involve giving
back to society. Y All is well with Tom
Whidden and his family. His son Avery is a
managing director at Deutsche Bank, lives
in Darien, Conn., and is married with three

much as during his 1980-2003 America’s
Cup years. Tom has tried to stay close to
Colby. He spent some time with President
Adams last summer, addressed a number
of CT Colby alumni last year, and plans to
speak at Colby in February about how Colby
prepared him for his career. Y Sally Vose
Mackenzie was awarded a Fulbright Scholar
grant at the Vietnam National University in
Hanoi for spring 2012. Sally is an associate
professor of educational leadership at the
University of Maine. In addition to teaching
in the college of education’s department
of research and international relations,
she’ll consult with government officials
and others throughout Vietnam regarding
school reform, teacher preparation, and
leadership development. Sally is a widely
published author on educational leadership
and has worked extensively with school
leaders in Maine and nationally. She and her
husband, Goldfarb Professor of Government
Cal Mackenzie, who was also awarded a
Fulbright, will spend six months in Hanoi. Y
Congratulations to first-time grandpa Mike

Self! His son, David, and David’s wife, Sara,
produced a healthy baby boy. Mike lives in
North Carolina and still swims every day.

1971
Ann E. Miller
classnews1971@alum.colby.edu
The seasons do roll by quickly, don’t they?
My mother used to tell me that time goes by
more and more quickly the older you get.
I think I’m in trouble. Y Danny and Jeanne
Miller Ouellette completed the transition
from Scituate, Mass., to Lovell, Maine.
Having been in Scituate for 23 years, Lovell
is quite a change, but Danny and Jeanne
welcome the new chapter in their lives. Y
Just in time for Hurricane Irene and the
next tropical storm, Debbie Wentworth
Lansing tried to complete a backpacking
trip on the Appalachian Trail in Maine but
could get only about half of it done due to
the storms. Along the trail she found lots of
people our age (yikes!) who were exploring
what retirement means in the wilderness. Y
Bill Hladky keeps himself busy with work
so as not to worry about his son, his son’s
grades, and his son’s status at Cal Poly.
Y Back from her trip to Iceland, Nancy
Hammar Austin continues to rave about
the geothermal Blue Lagoon, the waterfalls,
the black lava, and those crazy puffins. Y
From abroad, Jacques Hermant writes that
he had a family-style vacation this summer.
Next March he will return to Hanoi to teach
again in the university. Next year he and
his wife, Marylen, plan a two-week cruise
in the Antarctic. Y Mike Round and his
wife found themselves in China this fall.
Not their typical vacation—it turned out to
be exhausting but culturally enriching. Of
the 1.3 million people who live there, he
thinks they met most of them. He found
the Chinese to be a very warm, friendly
people who wanted their pictures taken
with “Westerners.” He feels he should have
studied a little Mandarin, since many older
Chinese don’t speak much English. The
language barrier was a bit of an obstacle,
but it is their country after all. China was a
bit more than they’d expected coming from
Ketchikan, Alaska. Y Grateful for his wife’s
recovery from a stroke and an aneurism,
Chip Altholz has finished his PPM for his
global kids Web project. He’s looking for
investors and hopes to launch it in the
spring. Y Bill Simons writes from NY about
his activities with his union, of which he
is chapter president. He helped organize
and worked in a regional flood relief effort
in central New York, which was hard hit
by recent floods. He loves spending what
time he can with his two granddaughters.
Y Leslie Anderson has settled back into
her cozy condo in Portland for the winter.
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For me, I have finally begun to recover
from a whirlwind that had me out straight
from May to October. Remind me not to
do that again. The hectic pace included a
two-week singing concert tour to Turkey, the
Republic of Georgia, and Armenia. I seem to
have had a bout with heat exhaustion and
dehydration while in Armenia. These tours
are not for the faint of heart. Then a quick
four-day turnaround visit to New Brunswick
and a recording session rounded out July.
Lots of summer visitors and a month-long
recovery from some broken ribs held me
in abeyance in August. I was hard pressed
to respect the rest I guess I needed. Is this
because we’re getting old?
Y

1972
Nancy Round Haley
classnews1972@alum.colby.edu
Nancy Capers Mellen began garden design
school in August 2010 after retiring from
teaching eighth-grade English for 30 years.
She graduated in May 2011, and her class
was invited to do a garden in the Boston
Flower and Garden Show at the Seaport
World Trade Center in March. She hopes
to see alums there! Y Alice Osmer Olson
still teaches second grade in Mt. Vernon,
Maine. Her small town library, where Alice
has been a part-time librarian for more than
20 years, completed automation. She finds
it a wonderful way to connect with the community. Y Last summer Kathy Muhlhausen
McIntyre fulfilled a dream of rafting the
Colorado River through the Grand Canyon
on an 18-day trip. After that, she and her
daughter, 20, traveled in Italy and France
for a month before her daughter stayed
in Bordeaux for part of her junior year. “It
brought back so many memories of my
junior year at Caen.” Kathy still teaches
ESL at Salt Lake Community College and
loves her work. Y Pat Mustakangas is in
her second six months as the part-time
congregational administrator for the local
Unitarian Universalist Church. “Great
people, great working hours, interesting
work.” She plays the French horn in a quintet
and two community bands. She reads a lot
of history, biography, and fiction, and finds
retirement much better than working full
time! Y Diane Malpass Gloirant, Greta
Gordon, and Charlene Rasch Revette
have married names, but when they got
together last summer at Diane’s in York,
Maine, it was like they were foolish freshmen on the second floor of Champlin all
over again. “Time is an illusion,” says Char.
Y It was wonderful to hear from Peggy
Zientara Lessard, who will contribute in
the future when her life changes. Y Bill and
Pat Downey Schannen wrote in November
from the Galapagos Islands, where they

were enjoying every minute of their travels
and were planning a visit to Peru and the
Sacred Valley. “Retirement is great!” Y
Carolyn “Lindy” Dewey lives in Montana,
where she’s created an elite wellness
retreat complete with raw foods, local
transportation to Glacier National Park, a
broad spectrum of health-building technologies, and bodywork, along with great
hikes out the back door! Y In 2009 Peter
and Pam Mause Vose sold their house of
nearly 30 years and built a “green” house in
Falmouth, Maine, where Peter teaches high
school English. They heat the house using
a geothermal system with some assistance
from passive solar and wood. Pam retired
as an elementary school social worker
in Cape Elizabeth in June 2010 and was
immediately hired to work part time as a
school social worker at the high school. Last
June they celebrated their 39th anniversary
hiking in Bryce and Zion national parks.
Before embarking, they enjoyed a meal
with classmates who were in the wedding
party: David Belton (and his wife, Susie
[Rogers ’73]) and Judy Moreland Spitz. Y
Christina Belsky Russack says she’s taken
a beating with the economy, so no travel to
exotic places for a while. “One good thing
(and I can’t believe I’m saying this), Social
Security kicks in next year.” She’s following
the Occupy Wall Street protesters, and it
reminds her of Colby in the ’70s. “But at
least we knew back then what we were
protesting!” Y Barbara Senges is in her
38th year as an educator in Connecticut
(24 as an administrator), the last five years
as associate superintendent of schools in
Middletown. Last year she also taught a
French I class to eighth graders—her first
time in the classroom since 1987. She’s
not thinking of retiring soon, as she loves
her work. She’s looking forward to our 40th
this June. She’s not been to Colby since our
20th. Y Let’s all plan to return to Mayflower
Hill for our 40th reunion May 31-June
3, 2012. Check out our reunion page on
Facebook, Colby College Class of 1972,
and post a picture or make a comment.

be missed at Colby, Lucia! Y Janet Gillies
Foley came out of retirement in April (from
Avid) to work with Jean Straehl Moss in her
business, Olde Ipswich Tours. Janet writes
of the fun and excitement working in such
a wonderful business with a dear Colby
friend. Janet spent Columbus Day weekend
in Woods Hole with Chris Hannon, Carol
Reynolds Mucica, and Jane Currier, all
celebrating 60 in a beautiful spot. Y Frank
Mellen is quite excited to have retired a
full month before turning 60! This August
he officially left his job of 37-plus years in
financial services and has spent the last
few months “decompressing” by traveling
to Florida and Amsterdam with wife Nancy
(Capers ’72), who retired last December.
They both plan to start a second career
soon in part-time, private tutoring. Y Bob
Diamond continues to be actively involved
in Colby. In September he met with 40
alumni in London while attending a reception hosted by President Bro Adams and
Andrew Weber ’97. In October Bob chaired
the Board of Trustees’ annual fall meeting
in Waterville and, more recently, he visited
campus to see his youngest son, Charlie ’12,
in the play A Long Christmas Ride Home.
Bob delightfully notes the strong energy
on campus and adds that Colby maintains
its momentum in further strengthening its
position as a leading liberal arts college. He
asks for further alumni interest and support
and looks forward to the bicentennial and
reunion in 2013. Y I saw James ’72 and Lisa
Kehler Bubar for brunch in Newburyport
recently. They were excited about the
three-week road trip they had just taken
visiting old friends and family in Wisconsin,
Indiana, Tennessee, and North Carolina.

1973

They thoroughly enjoy their lovely home
on the river in Durham, which they refer to
as Chez Bubar, where Chris Mattern Way,
Debbie Mael Mandino, Jackie Nienaber
Appeldorn, and I regularly gather to visit,
eat their wonderful food, specially prepared,
and play countless hands of bridge. Lisa
shared a note from Dave Hoitt, who feels
“really lucky” to be doing something he
enjoys: teaching graphic arts, tech ed, and
digital photography at a small high school
in western Massachusetts. Y Alex Wilson
was at Colby twice this fall. In October he
attended Alumni Council meetings and
found time to socialize in the pub with Art

Carol Chalker
classnews1973@alum.colby.edu
Peter Rinaldi gets top billing again this
time—thanks for being the first to reply!
Peter has just started a newspaper called
XPress, which serves southwest Mississippi and east central Louisiana. This new
addition joins Miss-Lou Magazine and the
Natchez Sun in his lineup of publications.
Y Lucia Whittelsey is retiring in May 2012
from her position as director of financial
aid at Colby. She describes this ending
as feeling like a commencement. You will

’72 and Jeanne Emerson Young ’72 and
their daughter, Mallory ’05, Bob Diamond
and his son Charlie ’12, Debbie Wathen
Finn ’74, and Sue (Conant ’75) and Jim
Cook ’78 and their daughter, Emily ’11.
During Family Homecoming Weekend,
Alex emceed Colby’s annual C Club dinner,
which honored coach Dick Whitmore. Y Bob
O’Neil has been elected president of his
local bar association. He took a wonderful
vacation last August with his wife, Vicki,
that included a drive “Down East,” where
he met Carol and Jim Daly at their cottage
in Bath, Maine. Bob is working on a special
song for our 40th reunion in 2013 (save
the date everyone!) to the tune of My Old
School by Steely Dan with words specific
to Colby and our time there. I can’t wait to
hear it, Bob!

1974
Vicki Parker Kozak
Jill Gilpatric Richard
classnews1974@alum.colby.edu
Happy New Year! We’re writing this around
Thanksgiving after receiving 10 inches of
snow in the North Country. Y Big congratulations to Karen Heck on her win in the race
for mayor of Waterville. The city’s in good
hands with Karen as mayor and city manager
Mike Roy at the helm. Y We learned from
Deb Wathen Finn that our ace Boston Globe
reporter Brian MacQuarrie leaves soon for
another round of reporting in Iraq. Be safe,
Brian, and let us know what’s happening.
Brian and several classmates, including
Norm and Chris Bogosian Rattey, enjoyed
a fun day at the Colby-Bowdoin football
game Nov. 12. Deb, Remi Browne, Artie

Big congratulations to Karen Heck ’74 on her
win in the race for mayor of Waterville. The
city’s in good hands with Karen as mayor and
city manager Mike Roy ’74 at the helm.
Bell, and Janet Hansen Drouin ’75 hung out
for the tailgating and the game, and then
cooked dinner together at Artie’s house
in Yarmouth. Remi’s wife, Gail, joined the
fun there. Y Herb Landsman wrote after
a 20-year silence that he’s executive vice
president of merchandising for HomeGoods
and “travels the world in search of extraordinary products at wild value!” Herb spends
weekends in Boston stores, at the Pocasset,
Mass., golf club, on his boat on Buzzards
Bay, or attending field hockey games at
Lincoln-Sudbury Regional High School,
where his daughter, Ellie, is a junior and
readying herself for D1 field hockey. Herb’s
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wife, Cindy, is an administrator at LSRHS
and is an expert gardener, groundskeeper,
and 24/7 counselor to Ellie and Herb. Their
son Sam, 27, is in his first year at Tulane
Medical School and is getting married
next June. Charlie, 25, is managing “The
Runway” at TJ Maxx and training to be a
buyer. Teddy, 21, a junior at Wake Forest
majoring in business, is spending a year
abroad in London. Thanks, Herb, for the
news. Hope it isn’t another 20 years before
you write again. Y Robin Hamill-Ruth just
graduated child number five from college,
while her sixth, Leah, is a high school
sophomore. Wanting to downsize, she put
her house on the market until two of her
kids came back home to live along with
three kids, three dogs, and three cats.
Robin decided that downsizing could wait.
She has gotten back into quilting, started
rowing again for the first time in 40 years,
and is learning Spanish. All of that should
keep her young at heart. Y Jeff Barske,
from Thompson, Conn., is entering a new
chapter in his life. Recently divorced, he’s
met a wonderful new woman. He enjoys his
Patriots season tickets and has started a
challenging project restoring a 1949 GMC
pickup. Like many of us, he is also busy
caring for his 91-year-old parents. He adds
that he can still dance and sing. Way to go,
Jeff! Y Shelley Bieringer Rau’s life seems
to revolve around her children’s weddings of
late. Daughter Adrienne was married at the
family’s log home on a small lake in Turner,
Maine, in July. Son Lucas plans to be married next July in Las Vegas. Shelley works
as an occupational therapist in the local
school system and, for fun, sings with the
Androscoggin Chorale (Lewiston/Auburn)
and Choral Art Society (Portland). She also
enjoys spinning fiber and knitting. Y Sean
and Barb Thayer Barry live north of San
Francisco but came back to Orrs Island,
Maine, in October to visit Barb’s father,
Jim Thayer, Class of 1938! He is 95 years
young and still going strong. Unfortunately,
they were unable to meet up with their
esteemed class correspondents (Vicki and
Jill) and Sonja Powers Schmanska due to
time constraints. Definitely next time! Y We
hope everyone’s holidays were blessed and
filled with family fun and good times. Let
us know what’s going on for the next issue.

1975
Laurie Fitts Loosigian
Susie Gearhart Wuest
classnews1975@alum.colby.edu
Deciding to make a change after five years
of teaching Montessori in New Preston,
Conn., Carol Majdalany Williams now
works for ZAANHA, a company that works
to put Afghanistan girls in school through
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the sale of its high-end cashmere products
and embroidered pillow covers from all over
Central Asia. Carol is excited to work on this
project and hopes to travel to some very
interesting places. Y In 2002 Mike Wolk,
his wife, and daughter rode recumbent
bikes as part of RAGBRAI (Register’s Annual
Great Bicycle Race Across Iowa), an annual
seven-day bicycle ride. In years since, Mike
has won the state time trial championships
in his age group, climbed Mt. Mitchell, and
has ridden all around NYC on a fixed gear,
on the Cabot Trail in Nova Scotia, down the
main drag in Haight-Ashbury, and climbed
Lombard Street, among other exploits. Y
Charlie LeRoyer decided to retire after 32
years as a physician’s assistant. That lasted
for all of three weeks! Now he works two
days a week at the VA hospital in Augusta,
Maine, and loves his five-day weekends.
Charlie looks forward to plenty of free time
for travel, winemaking, golf, hiking, and the
all the other fun stuff! Y Jeff Frankel still
lives in Scottsdale, Ariz., where he’s the
chief learning officer for Massage Envy.
His son, 25, attends graduate school in
Los Angeles; his daughter is in high school.
Y Life in Nashville has been fun and challenging for Rick Drake. His wife commutes
for two weeks at a time to Hartford, Conn.,
where she works in anesthesia at Hartford
Hospital, as anesthesia jobs in Nashville
are scarce. Rick is quickly accumulating
frequent flyer miles in his role as head
of business development for the nation’s
seventh-largest hospital consulting firm
and largest manager of hospitals. He is
closing in on his bucket-list goal of hitting
all 50 states. Just Mississippi and North
Dakota left! His older son is finishing
graduate school in Chicago in advertising
and does well as a standup comic. His
younger son is an engineer, designing new
fighter jet engines in the Northeast. Rick
still plays hockey and is playing in an “old
guys” national tourney in Florida in April. Y
Annie Holloway Stone experienced some
very uplifting life changes recently. After
leaving Colby, she worked a myriad of jobs
and developed a love of whitewater canoeing and kayaking. She spent years of paddling big water in West Virginia and North
Carolina, easily accessed as a resident of
Cashiers, N.C., in the heart of the Appalachian Mountains. Sadly, a period of morbid
obesity changed everything and lasted for
20 years. Temporarily living now in Baton
Rouge caring for her 93-year-old mother,
city life has been quite a change from the
North Carolina mountains. However, she
quickly noticed the incredible medical
facilities there and began researching “bariatric surgery.” Last year after undergoing
a “sleeve gasterectomy” and losing 160
pounds, Annie has a new lifestyle locked

in and is set to retain a weight equal to, or
perhaps less than, her Colby days. Grateful that her prayers were answered to be
restored to her former self, and thankful for
getting back a life she never thought she
would live again, Annie has emerged from
hibernation to say hello!

1976
Robert Weinstein
classnews1976@alum.colby.edu
For updates from Eileen Dennett Burnell,
John Mulcahy, Ed Harvey, Frank Callanan,
and Mary Uppgren, see our online column
at www.colby.edu/mag.

1977
Kevin Farnham
classnews1977@alum.colby.edu
First of all, don’t forget that May 31-June
3, 2012, is our 35th reunion! Y We’re lucky
to have heard from Jeffrey Stafford, who’s
been fighting multiple myeloma since 2000.
His four children (Liz, Julianne, Christopher,
and Courtney) have inspired him to keep
going, in part by holding annual charity
swim events each summer to raise money
for the International Myeloma Founda-

editing (with two others) CNN’s “Black in
America 4: The New Promised Land—Silicon
Valley.” His daughter, Alix, graduated from
Colby in 2009, majoring in international
studies. Y Jon Reisman and his wife, Ernie
(Ochs ’79), have two sons. Asher graduated from Haverford last spring and Avram
is a member of the Colby Class of 2013. Y
Michael and Denise Martell Martin are
“finally” empty-nesters. It was a 10-year
sequence of their four children spreading
their wings. Now they look forward to retirement, except that, after raising four children
and supporting their endeavors to become
self-sufficient adults, the day when they
will actually be “retired” looks distant. To
get there, Denise has added a third business to her self-contained portfolio: www.
goodforyoucoaching.com. Y Michael Rieck
has been working on the “three-point pose
problem,” which concerns figuring out the
position and orientation of a camera and
has applications to robotics and virtual
reality. He hopes to present a related paper
at a conference in Rome next spring. Y My
news: I’ll never forget our chemistry professor George Maier, who, as I presented
my Senior Scholars proposal, asked if I
would be fusing my interests in science
and literature in the project. In my Autumn

Blake Luce ’77 has lived in Atlanta since 1981.
He just completed editing (with two others)
CNN’s “Black in America 4: The New Promised
Land—Silicon Valley.”

tion (they’ve raised more than $125,000
thus far!). Despite his illness, Jeff has
continued working for the past 17 years
at Redington Counters in Windsor, Conn.,
currently as national sales manager. He
and Ellen have been married for 31 years.
Jeffrey sees Jeff Olmstead regularly and
he was recently in contact with Richard
Conant. Y Speaking of Dick Conant, he
continues to pursue accomplishments
such as hiking the 100 highest peaks in
New England (he’s done 76) and skiing all
active ski areas in New England. “Never a
dull moment—it may make it hard to go back
to work in some type of second career.” Y
Cindy North lives in Ventura, Calif., and is
a business development manager at CDI
Corporation, a global engineering staffing
services provider. She’s worked there 23
years. Her son Matthew, 18, is attending
USC, and son Nic, 16, is in high school.
Cindy travels home to Cape Cod for several
weeks each summer and remembers her
Colby days fondly. Y Blake Luce has lived
in Atlanta since 1981. He just completed

Sonnets I’m finally doing that, to the best
of my ability. He was right about that being
the best approach for an English/physics
double major!

1978
Janet Santry Houser
Lea Jackson Morrissey
classnews1978@alum.colby.edu
We’re hearing from a variety of classmates,
some who write occasionally and some
who’ve never written before! You certainly
make our job easier and broaden our news.
Thanks for taking the time. Y Sandra Bolstridge Morin has never written but always
reads the class column. Sandy transferred
out after her sophomore year, but will always
fondly remember her Colby experience and
the people she met. Sandy graduated from
Husson College with a B.S. in accounting
and has a small accounting and financial
services firm in Bradley, Maine. She and
Jeffrey Morin married in September 1978
and have two married sons, Michael, 30,
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and Christopher, 28. Michael is a resident
park ranger in Pine, Colo. Christopher is
a finish carpenter at Hinckley Yachts in
Trenton, Maine. Sandy and Jeff own Harleys
and enjoy riding, and for the past several
summers they have spent two to three
weeks traveling across the United States
on motorcycle. They thoroughly enjoy seeing
this great country and meeting people
from all over. Sandy hopes that her first
submission inspires others who have never
written to send in news! Y Congratulations
to Joanne Anthonakes and Mark Cushing
on their marriage last summer in Maine.
They live between Boston and Duxbury,
Mass. Their combined family numbers six
kids, and Joanne admits they’re very busy.
Joanne’s kids: TJ is a junior at Bucknell
and Sara graduated from Colby in 2010.
Jo works part time as an editor assisting
high school students with their college
essays. Like many of us she was sad to
hear about Professor Bassett’s death—he
was her favorite. Y After many years in
financial services working with companies
such as Prudential, New England Financial,
and MetLife, John Breedlove opened his
own firm in Newton, Mass., called Moody
Street Financial. It has 10 full-time associates and 20 affiliated brokers. John finds
this extremely exciting and fun, although
he admits that risking the opening of a firm
like this at this stage of life seems a little
crazy. Y Last spring Theanna Pateropoulos graduated from California Institute of
Integral Studies (CIIS) in San Francisco.
She earned her master’s in counseling
psychology with an emphasis in somatic
methods of psychotherapy. She’ll remain
in San Francisco another four years in the
CIIS doctoral program in clinical psychology. In spring 2012 her daughter, Sarah,
will graduate with a master’s in human
development from University of Maine,
Orono, where Sarah received a graduate
assistantship. Theanna tries to make two
visits home each year to Maine to see
family and friends, including Mary Rolerson
Hebert and Gayle Amato Lusa ’79. Y Dave
Kayatta works in southern California and
is trying to finish educating the five kids
for whom he and Renee live. Their oldest
son, Taylor, is in law school; Michael is a
first-year resident in med school; Ali is
studying for a master’s in education; and
Kristy is a first-year UCLA Bruin and on D1
rowing team. Last but not least, Hailey just
started high school and is a top-ranked
tennis player. Wow! Y Things have been
on the move in Jeff Wheeler’s family. His
daughter transferred from Loyola to UMass
Amherst, his son graduated from Lynchburg
College, and another son finishes up at UVM
this spring. Jeff said that 2011 was a great
year for our class giving, as our class rose

to the occasion. We hit and exceeded every
goal we set! And he cannot say thank you
enough to our classmate who extended the
great challenge for last year. Great job all!
Y Have a good winter.

1979
Cheri Bailey Powers
classnews1979@alum.colby.edu
Cindy Flandreau Helfrich moved from
northern to southern California a year ago,
where her husband, Jim, and brother-in-

undecided which college to attend. Craig
looks forward to spending more time skiing
this winter in Snowmass, Colo., with his
two new knees. Y Greg Jalbert watched
the wilderness of his youth packaged up
and hauled away by the truckload when
he gave up his lodge on the Allagash River.
He continues the guiding tradition passed
down by his father and grandfather as
a guide on raft trips through the Grand
Canyon and along Idaho’s Salmon River.
As if he didn’t have enough going on as
a marketing specialist, Greg just received

Susan Raymond Geismar ’79 spent more than
three fabulous weeks in Malawi, Africa, with
Go!Malawi, an amazing organization dedicated
to education, conservation, and HIV/AIDS
prevention support in the Ntchisi district of
central Malawi.
law Gary McCarthy started a business
together. Cindy and Jim enjoy the beaches,
warm weather, and being closer to two of
their children. Daughter Carly is a senior
at USC, and Jack just graduated from
Loyola Marymount. The youngest, Ted, is a
sophomore at Georgetown, playing soccer.
Cindy has started a small business called
Button Up Wraps, which she sells on her
website and in stores. She saw Lisa Hall
Reed at a USC football game, where Lisa
was visiting her daughter, Molly. Y Ross
Moldoff has had a great year. He made
a presentation at the American Planning
Association conference in April, and an
article he wrote about the presentation
was published in the newsletter Zoning
Practice. In July Ross and his family spent
two weeks in Israel. After the trip Ross
climbed Mt. Washington and, while staying
overnight at the Lake of the Clouds hut,
he met three recent Colby grads working
there. In August his family hosted Nick
Tucker ’10 and Sam Rouleau ’10 for a
night on the pair’s cross-country walking
trip. Y Craig Garson writes from Halifax,
N.S., where he’s practiced law for the last
29 years at his firm Garson MacDonald.
Unlike the first half of his career, when
he practiced primarily criminal defense,
Craig’s practice is now limited almost
exclusively to mediation and working for
a few international clients. Craig’s oldest,
Ellen, 23, graduated with a business degree
from St. Mary’s University in Halifax in June
and is working for a year while she decides
on phase two. Middle daughter, Rosie ’15,
is a freshman at Colby, and the youngest,
Marybeth, is a senior in high school and

an executive M.B.A. from the University of
Denver. Y Suzanne Viger Randall’s twin
boys graduated from high school and both
are in college. They’ve opted to stay local
(USM and SMCC) and work part time while
in college almost full time. Suzanne is still
with UNUM, and her husband is in the Air
Force Reserves and works at GrafTek. She
has fleeting thoughts about retirement,
but nothing serious. Y Susan Raymond
Geismar spent more than three fabulous
weeks in Malawi, Africa, with Go!Malawi,
an amazing organization dedicated to
education, conservation, and HIV/AIDS
prevention support in the Ntchisi district
of central Malawi. It was difficult to return
home, but she is already planning to go
back. She’d be happy to share information on this great NGO. Y I reconnected
with one of my freshman roommates,
Deborah Lieberman Moore, this summer.
It was great hearing from her and catching
up! She’s been the executive director of
the Wadsworth Mansion at Long Hill in
Middletown, Conn., for 12 years. Deborah
loves the easy 35-minute commute and
being able to bring her golden retriever to
work. Her job description, besides being
responsible for the mansion’s financial
viability, is to make people happy. Y News
at my home is that we are officially emptynesters. My brother has moved into his
new house and my youngest, Meredith, is
attending Colorado Mesa University. Wedding preparations for my oldest daughter,
Kayleigh, are coming along, and I know
June 30 will be here before we know it. Y
Keep in touch in 2012!

1980
Tom Marlitt
classnews1980@alum.colby.edu
Congratulations to the Rev. Jane E. Dibden,
who married Michael A. Bishop last June.
Michael had a crush on Jane when they were
9 years old, and when Jane moved back
to Johnson, Vt., last year, they met again
and started dating. Diana Small Snow was
present at the wedding, and the two old
friends spent an afternoon together before
the non-rehearsal dinner. Mike is a retired
manager for Meineke, and Jane still pastors
and is a substitute teacher. Jane keeps
in touch with Kathy Quimby Johnson ’79,
who lives in neighboring Cambridge, Vt. Y
Glen Coral and wife Amy have raised three
great kids. Their oldest, Jason, completed
a chemistry degree at West Virginia and
heads off next fall to graduate school in
environmental toxicology at Clemson. Son
Jon is in his senior year at Millersville U.
playing on the number-one ranked Division
II club lacrosse team in the country, and
daughter Stacey is a senior in high school.
Glen recently reconnected with Ron Levine
through LinkedIn. Y In November Lynn Collins Francis started a new job in clinical
data management at Boston Scientific.
She, too, keeps in touch with classmates
through LinkedIn and Facebook. Y Glenn
Rieger will represent the Class of 1980
as a new Colby Overseer. Congratulations
Glenn! Y Tom Eyman traveled to Mayflower
Hill in November to watch Colby trounce
Bates (where his daughter is a freshman)
on the football field. He was planning a trip
to Brunswick to watch Colby try to capture
the CBB hockey title. Tom was traveling
with Scott Butterfield’s brother, Mark,
who reported that Scott was unable to
make the trip due to “domestic sanitation
engineering issues.” Y Our last two columns
have been a little sparse, so I encourage
those classmates who haven’t written in
recently to send me an e-mail and let us
all know what you’re up to.

1981
Steph Vrattos
classnews1981@alum.colby.edu
Not much news this quarter. I only heard
from one person, so that’s all I have to
share. Please, send me news so our column
can be more robust. Y On June 18 Mike
Cronan hosted the second annual Joel
Potvin Memorial Cruise in memory of Joel
“Sluggo” Potvin, who died suddenly in
March 2010. Mike writes, “We had a cocktail
party at my house in Newburyport followed
by a dinner cruise out of Plum Island Point.
Joel’s family was presented with a check
in the amount $5,000 in his name, which
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alumni at large
the Potvin family will use to establish a
scholarship for a deserving student-athlete
at his and Marie’s alma mater, Biddeford
High School. In attendance were Tim Porter
’78, Jim Crook ’78, Gerry Skinder ’78, Ralph
Peterson ’79, Bob Dorval ’79, John Daley,
Al Bruzzese, Harry Hadiaris, Steve Pfaff,
Dennis Ring, and myself. Shortly after
leaving the dock a magnificent double
rainbow appeared on the horizon, which
was probably Joel’s way of letting us know
he was in the neighborhood. Always great to
see old friends from Lambda Chi, where the
bonds we forged years ago are as strong as
ever.” A photo of the gathering is posted on
our class page at www.colby.edu/alumni.

1982
Nancy Briggs Marshall
classnews1982@alum.colby.edu
Find out who’s coming to our 30th reunion,
May 31-June 3, and read other news in
our online column at www.colby.edu/mag

1983
Sal Lovegren Merchant
classnews1983@alum.colby.edu
“We’re so impressed with Colby today.
It’s remarkable to see how successful our
classmates have become as a result of our
time together,” says Mike Schafer. Mike is
in his ninth year as head of school at Kimball
Union Academy in Meriden, N.H. Both Kimball and Colby were founded in 1813, which
leads Mike to hope that the bicentennial
celebrations don’t conflict, as is often the
case with alumni weekends. “The schools
share some interesting similarities in their
founding, particularly in the longstanding
coeducational missions. On a campus
visit and interview with our daughter, I
had a chance to read excerpts of Professor Bassett’s Colby history, especially
the “modern” era—our years—and read
the deliberations on the fraternity issue.
From my perspective as a school head, I
found the entire process fascinating from
an educational and leadership standpoint.
While there are varying viewpoints still on
the whole matter, it was a courageous and
I think prescient decision that has helped
position Colby today as a leading school of
its kind. We have a number of Colby alumni
on the faculty—most recently we added
Cole Conlin ’94. We’re well represented by
Kimball students in Colby’s current student
body and enjoy hearing about their engagement and success. We also have a number
of Colby alumni whose children attend KUA
and last year graduated the son of Chris
Murphy ’82.” Mike and Gayle’s daughters
study at KUA, Joanna, a freshman, and
Hannah, a senior. Their son, Jon, 11, loves

life as a “fac-brat.” Y Mair Sirakides Hill
celebrated her 50th birthday by spending
two weeks in Australia. Her oldest son is a
freshman at Tufts. Y We send prayers to the
family of Norman Crook ’52, Becky Crook
Rogers’s dad, who died last October. Becky
works part time at the YMCA in central Ohio
and leads new staff orientations. She’s
gone back to school to obtain a human
resource management certificate. She’s
also raising her second Canine Companion
puppy, Steel, a black lab-golden retriever
cross. Her son, Michael, is a sophomore at
Ohio State studying international law and
will continue on to law school. Y We’ll need
details, but Katy Spencer Donovan, Janet
Wyper, Sonya Thompsen Halsey, Bridget
Callahan, Leslie Gregory, Theresa Lynch,
and Laurellie Jacobs Martinez ’84 got
together in Florida for their 50th birthdays.
Y Deb Fenton and Richard Manley had
a great weekend hosting son George ’13
and his mock trial team from Colby when
they competed at Brandeis. There were
10 great kids from the Classes of 2012
through ’15. Spent a lot of time poring
over old yearbooks and comparing notes
on professors still there like Cal Mackenzie,
Sandy Maisel, and Ira Sadoff. They heard
lots of entertaining stories about frats and
the Echo. “It was a great group of talented,
smart, and fun kids. Glad to see Colby
hasn’t changed.” Y Deb Bombaci Pappas
now works at Children’s Hospital Boston as
senior director of marketing. Deb’s office is
literally next to Fenway Park and she’s been
told to watch for Red Sox player sightings
in the parking lot.

1984
Mary Kate Whalen
classnews1984@alum.colby.edu

1985
Katie Holland Adams
classnews1985@alum.colby.edu
It was great to hear from Chris Rona
Alban, a fellow mother of twins living in my
hometown of Medfield, Mass. Chris has a
sixth-grade son and her girls are juniors
in high school just beginning the college
search process. Chris is working on becoming a certified general real estate appraiser,
a two-year process. Chris keeps in touch
with Janet Lamoreau Carter, who lives in
East Waterboro, Maine, with her husband
and twin son and daughter. Both Janet and
her husband are teachers in public school
districts in the Portland area. Chris also
hears from Suzanne Krumm Yerdon, who
lives in Chester, N.J., with her husband
and high school triplets (one son and two
daughters). Chris “again wondered if there

was something in the water at Colby as so
many of us had multiples—what are the
odds?!” Y Tom Claytor has been dropping
food packages from the air to families cut
off by flooding in Ayutthaya and Bangkok.
“Families are now living on their roofs,”
he writes. “Nine industrial estates are
completely flooded. Half the computer hard
drives in the world are made here, but not
now.” Follow Tom’s journeys and missions
at www.claytor.com. Y Rob Hazard lives in

Legal Services, in Portland’s Old Port. He
had a great summer playing baseball, water
skiing, and chasing his two boys, 10 and
13. He played golf last fall with a group of
DUs and enjoyed a vacation in Portugal
last October. Y Julie Sands Causey was at
Colby in November on a college visit with
her son, Cameron, and his friend. She says
it was really fun to see the school through
their eyes and that “the coaches of their
three sports were engaged and welcoming.”

Tom Claytor ’85 has been dropping food
packages from the air to families cut off by
flooding in Ayutthaya and Bangkok. “Families
are now living on their roofs,” he writes. “Nine
industrial estates are completely flooded. Half
the computer hard drives in the world are made
here, but not now.”
North Kingston, R.I., and has been married
seven years. He works for Universal Wilde,
a printing and direct marketing company,
and has been working in the advertising/
graphic arts/direct mail business since
graduating. Rob attended our 25th reunion
last year and most recently reconnected
with Andy and Barbara Wilkes Sheehan.
Y Terry Martin was accepted into an
international educational council that took
him to Krakow and Berlin. He spent 10 days
last summer with 15 colleagues intensely
studying the effects of the Holocaust and
postwar communism on the identity of Poles
and Germans. Y Shireen Shahawy met up
with some classmates at Colby’s Nov. 12
football game at Bowdoin. Shireen saw
three generations of Andersons: Rick and
Kathryn Clarke Anderson, Rick’s parents,
Dick ’55 and Jean Hawes Anderson ’55, and
Rick and Kathryn’s daughter, Emily ’14. Cory
Humphreys Serrano couldn’t make it, but
her husband was there with their daughter,
Marisa ’15. Check out the great picture from
the event on our class page at www.colby.
edu/alumni. Unfortunately the Mules lost,
but the great tailgate party, sponsored by
Eddie Woodin ’69, eased the pain. Shireen
has done professional voice work for years
and launched a new website, www.thatgirlcanread.com. Y Tom Colt had a busy
fall: skydiving and attending concerts and
some Steelers games. He caught up with
Gretchen Bean Bergill at a work conference in New Orleans in September. He also
saw Greg Shefrin last summer when Greg
and his son were visiting the University of
Pittsburgh. Y Ben Lowry is happy to report
the 10th anniversary of his law firm, Lowry

They were impressed with the significant
new resources around environmental sciences and the Bigelow Laboratory. “The
Colby we know now has top-notch athletic
fields with night lighting, beautiful big new
buildings, a young, enthusiastic group of
professors, and a fabulous new math and
science building on the way,” Julie adds.
“It is clear, as well, that the domestic and
international diversity adds profoundly to
the richness of the experience. Go Colby!”
Y Thanks for the news. Hope your holidays
were happy and healthy!

1986
Henrietta “Hank” Yelle
classnews1986@alum.colby.edu
Look for Movement for Kids: The Story
of NovatoSpirit on Amazon and on your
Nook—it’s by Marian Huntington Schinske
and highlights the stories of disadvantaged
kids who have received athletic scholarships from her nonprofit NovatoSpirit in
Novato, Calif. Y Steven and Karen-Jo
Giammusso Shapiro just celebrated their
25th anniversary. Steve also notes that
his Honda Accord, which he’s been driving
since graduating Colby, also just turned 25!
Karen-Jo recently became a board certified
coach and continues coaching with leaders at the Center for Creative Leadership.
Y Another California girl, Gretchen Bean
Lurie, is a new empty-nester with two kids
now in college. She’s just bought a house
steps away from the Rose Parade and
invites any 86ers looking for a warm sunny
spot on New Year’s to come by! Gretchen
was sorry to miss our 25th reunion but is
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enjoying the connection to Mayflower Hill
via work with the admissions committee of
the Colby Alumni Council. Y Further north,
Mary Lou Kopas has finished graduate
school and is practicing midwifery with
the University of Washington midwives,
a hospital-based group in Seattle. Her
elder son, Carson, is applying to college
this year. Y After a marathon European
summer vacation with family (including
sister Kate Docherty Lawes ’82), Andy
Docherty sent his eldest, Connor, off to
William & Mary, while high school senior
London settled into the college application
process. Having just finished a tour at the
Defense Threat Reduction Agency, Andy’s
next assignment for the U.S. Navy is with
the Joint Task Force in Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba. Y When Guy Holbrook headed out
from New England to Minnesota for business recently, Heather Reay Rocheford,
Chapman Mayo, and Charlie Clippert kept
him entertained with a fun, deep-fried,
food-filled night at the Minnesota State
Fair! Heather Cameron Ploen ’87 would
have joined them, but she was on crutches.
Y On the East Coast, Jen Imhoff Foley
has changed careers. After two decades
at L.L.Bean, she’s now VP of development
at Maine Public Broadcasting Network. A
longtime MPBN member, she’s thrilled to be
helping secure the organization’s financial
future. Jen’s husband, Brad, works towards
his third decade of building safe highways
and byways for the State of Maine DOT.
Eldest son Jamie is in his first semester at
Maine College of Art, and Ben is a junior
trying to figure out how to deal with an
unfair rebalancing of parent-to-child ratio
now that Jamie has flown the coop! Both
boys are counselors at Birch Rock Camp in
Waterford, Maine, with Rich Deering, and
they really embrace the “help the other
fellow” motto. Y Lila Hopson Monahan
had a blast at our 25th, having convinced
roommate Cindy Castro Minnehan to
come from Tampa and Fray Crease ’87
to fly in from Santa Barbara. Lila’s recent
news includes putting her proverbial foot
in her mouth. When an early winter storm
was predicted to cause widespread power
outages on Halloween weekend, she
commented to everyone, “We never lose
power.” After six days without electricity,
she was eating those words! Y Eve Lynne
Ermer’s son, Erik, got married this August
(is she our first mother-in-law?!) to Johanna
Palmer. They live in Underhill, Vt., where
Jo is finishing up grad school at UVM and
Erik works in Colchester. Y Down south in
Sarasota, Fla., we find Gary and Sarah
Whittle Stoffel. One daughter started college this year at High Point University in NC,
and their son began high school. Their two
older daughters live in northern California

and outside of Denver. Y Across the pond,
Laurent Kosbach coaches baseball for
his local club in France, which he loves,
although some of the players are a third
his age and have taken to calling him Papy.
Despite this and having celebrated the 30th
birthday of his stepdaughter, Clara, he is
still feeling young and loving life. Y That’s
what I wish for all of you—to feel young and
to be loving life! Keep me up to date with
your doings. It makes me happy to hear
from any and all of you!

1987
Scott Lainer
classnews1987@alum.colby.edu
Hello, fellow classmates. I have two pieces
of news. Which is better than one, and way
better than none. Beth Harrison Cutliffe
and family relocated from Bedford, N.H.,
to New Castle, N.H., after 13 years in the
same house. (Hopefully they went for walks
every once in a while.) Daughter Jessica is
a freshman at Roger Williams University,
studying secondary education and mathematics. Second daughter, Jenn, is a junior
at Portsmouth High School. Beth can’t wait
for our reunion! Y Tristram Korten signed
on to be a contributing editor at the Florida
Center for Investigative Reporting. Says Tris,
“They’ll underwrite four of my projects this

with the vat of cherry Jell-o™? Okay, that’s
just one made up example of the many fond
memories you may hold of Colby. Actually,
I shudder to think how much more exotic
your actual memories might be. But I do
know the ideal time to share them with one
another: our 25th reunion. Now I’m no math
whiz, but by my calculations, we only get
one 25th reunion. Unless the earth reverses
its rotation and we get to live the same
day twice. Unfortunately, the odds of that
are at least four to one. Which means you
absolutely need to be there from May 31
to June 3, because it may be the last time
we get together as a group for another 25
years. My plan is to arrive early and stay
through summer and the next two semesters
so I can relive senior year. Except I won’t
be taking classes, just doing all the other
stuff. Yes, I hear the excuses. “We always
spend that weekend switching our spring
clothes to summer clothes, followed by a
nap. Then another nap.” And sure, many of
you are scattered to the four corners of the
globe, which I know is round, but stay with
me. Some of you have kids in college and
may have forgotten that you once howled at
the moon—when it was broad daylight. Even
worse, your kids are thinking, “Gee mom (or
dad), you’re so mature and responsible, you
have no conceivable idea what it’s like to be
young and experimental and free. You can’t

80s newsmakers
Shaun Sutner ’80, an investigative reporter for the
Telegram & Gazette newspaper in Worcester, Mass., was
part of a team reporting from Haiti in December. Sutner
wrote about the continued work there in memory of Britney
Gengel, a college student who went to Haiti to work with
orphans but died in the earthquake in January.* Aviva
Sapers ’83 was recognized by the Family Business Association for her work as CEO of insurance and investment
company Sapers & Wallack Inc., in Newton, Mass. Sapers
and others were noted for striking a balance between work
and family, according to the Boston Business Journal. F
Therese Langlois ’85 has been promoted to senior vice
president at Citizens Bank. Langlois will lead a team
Aviva Sapers ’83
providing analytical and reporting support to several
executive management teams at the Providence, R.I.-based bank.

year.” Here’s the link to a feature story he
wrote on Medicare fraud that just came out
in Fast Company. (www.fastcompany.com/
magazine/161/medical-fraud). (I regularly
contribute to Slow Company, which has a
readership of just me.) Y Thank you and
have a great … wait, I still have some room
here. And as you know by now, I use all 650
allotted words. So let’s reminisce. Do you
remember that time at three in the morning
on second floor Foss with that wax statue of
Clint Eastwood and the three-legged goat

possibly relate to my late papers and my
bad-ass tunes and my goal to play the lute
on the streets of Paris despite a 4.0 GPA.”
Are you gonna take that? Hell, no! You’re
gonna put together the $19.95, or whatever
it costs to attend the reunion (probably
closer to $20), and hightail it to Waterville
at the most picturesque time of year, when
the blossoms are blossoming and the smell
of the paper factory shifts toward Canada.
You’re gonna remember when you knew only
potential. You’re gonna see that old blue

light still burning blue, and feel that passion in your heart still burning hot. You’re
gonna steal a library book, have a Colby 8,
run naked across the quad (okay, maybe
that’s just me) and for one brief weekend,
re-capture what has been so eerily elusive
since graduation: yourself. We have a very
major experience in common, perhaps more
unifying than any other decision we have
made since. Personally, I want people to see
that my hair started growing back, which
is a medical miracle. And I’m also taller.
It’s an experience that’s been 25 years in
the making. An epic that transcends us as
individuals. Don’t miss it.

1988
Nancy Donahue Cyker
classnews1988@alum.colby.edu
Here’s an update from Johnson third floor
1984/1985. I asked for memories, news,
Colby highlights and redos. My freshman
roommate, Patty Haffey Clendenen, lives
in Wellesley, Mass. Her husband, Pat,
practices law in Boston. Patty is looking
for a job now that her youngest, Claire, is
a senior. Their oldest, Paul, is at Clemson,
and Drew is at Miami Ohio. Pat and Patty
made the trip to Colby with Claire wondering
if they’d finally have a child who appreciates the remote beauty of Maine! I recently
enjoyed catching up with Patty during a walk
around the Weston, Mass., reservoir with
our dogs. Y Rob Koff is in Simsbury, Conn.,
where I used to see him at car washes and
a favorite bar, more frequently at the latter.
Rob has three kids (two girls, 6 and 9, and
a son, 16), owns a real estate investment
and management company, and is married.
Rob’s redo: to have exercised his talents
and played football at Colby! He stays in
close contact with Scott Bunker, Peter
O’Toole ’89, and freshman roommate Derek
Sappenfield. Derek sent the most creative
response to my request for favorite Colby
memories: “Yianni’s special right before
bed, Quebec road trip (including cow tipping), a payback swirlie, day-long wiffle ball
games, the anticipation of a full garbage can
of water leaning against a door, marathon die
games (including one with a certain person’s
father).” Derek is a business consultant
and has lived in Russia, South Africa, and
Belgium and worked virtually everywhere
else. He has a son, 8, who bears a strong
resemblance and who seems to have inherited the travel bug. Y Karen Linde Packman
lives in Weston, Mass., with her two girls, 15
and 13. Her husband, Jeff, works in biotech
while Karen keeps busy with the girls and
with work for a foundation focused on arts
and education, particularly in low-income
communities in Massachusetts. The family
enjoys bicycling and skiing. Karen’s Colby
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highlight is her life-long friends, including
her best friend, Jeff. Redo: volunteering
as goalie for the JV lacrosse team freshman year having never before picked up
a stick. Y Stacey Mendelsohn Marx was
Karen’s roommate. Stacey and Josh live
on Bainbridge Island in Washington with
Sallie, 16, and Nate 14. Stacey works on
getting mental health coverage for the
underserved. She runs half-marathons,
spectates at her kids’ games, and enjoys
cooking. Stacey has created a beautiful and
warm home overlooking the water, which
I enjoyed during a visit with Karen Linde
Packman in 2008. Y Peter Weltchek lives
in San Francisco with his wife, Sara Starr,
and boys Charlie (fourth grade) and Owen
(first). They live in the city, where Peter is a
partner in a real estate company, investing
in underperforming shopping centers. He
was in NYC over Thanksgiving and enjoyed
seeing freshman roommate Chris Whelan.
Chris and his wife, Marie Elena (Gravano
’90), live in NJ and have three daughters.
Chris works in NYC for Morgan Stanley. Chris
and Peter saw Shawn Holt, his wife, and
three daughters at their home in NJ. Jon
Earl and one of his two daughters were also
there. On a visit to Boston, Peter connected
with Dean Schwartz and Hilary Seward
Kempainen. I see Hilary around Boston
with her young son and daughter. The kids
always look supremely happy. Y And finally,
Becca Bruce Dobberfuhl sent news from
Austin, Texas. At the time she wrote, Becca
and her husband, Steven, were anxiously
awaiting the arrival of their baby, who was
due via gestational carrier in January. After
riding on the infertility roller coaster, they’re
thrilled. Becca and Steven, a doctor, went
on a medical mission to Honduras last May
and treated women and children in makeshift clinics in three remote villages. They
celebrated Josh and Stacey Mendelsohn
Marx’s 20th anniversary with them in
Bainbridge last September. Her Colby redo:
learn Spanish. Y Thanks to the many who
wrote in. Some news wasn’t included since
I have a 650-word limit. The next column is
already written! Stay tuned and keep it up!

1989
Anita Terry
classnews1989@alum.colby.edu
This is the column of the long-lost classmates. I heard from more people who had
never written in or who hadn’t written in
years. Welcome back! Jan Gisholt was married to Hara Mavrikos Sept. 17 in Santorini,
Greece. He and Hara practice maritime law
in NYC, and he promises not to wait another
22 years to submit. Y Terri Edmunds has
been living near Chicago since 1996, but
she still misses the East Coast. She and
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her husband have two kids, and she works
at Alcatel-Lucent in strategic marketing,
where she manages the enterprise global
consultant program. You may see Terri on
the Food Network one day: she tried out
for the first season of Gordon Ramsay’s
MasterChef in 2010, and in October she
placed fifth out of 227 in the Aetna Food
Fight Challenge, vying for a chance to cook
for Bobby Flay. Y Susan Serino lives in
Cambridge with her husband, Steve, and is
in her 17th year as a school psychologist/
counselor at Acton-Boxborough Regional
High School. She also currently serves as
her Harvard Square church’s junior warden.
Y Jeff England finds it ironic that, after being
expelled from Colby for bad grades, he is
now a professor at the Fashion Institute of
Technology in NYC responsible for handing out grades. “Thankfully, I’m a better
professor than I was a student.” Y Jana
Christopher lives in Keene, N.H., where,
when she isn’t working as a residential
educator at a group home for mentally ill
adults, she deals tournaments for a charity
poker room. Jana is learning sign language
and is a peer counselor in Re-evaluation
Counseling, so she keeps plenty busy! Y
Kathleen Murphy Fellbaum enjoyed Jody
Zorgdrager’s book, Of Consequence, as
well as Gerry Hadden’s book, Never the
Hope Itself. Y Lawrence Collins also said
Gerry’s book is “awesome.” Lawrence’s
band is almost finished with a new album,
Acoustronika, and will have released a
five-song EP version by the time you read
this. Y Jennifer Johnson Muse lives in
Pittsburgh, where, pre-kids, she was an
ICU nurse. Now she’s busier than ever
shuttling three kids to “every sport under
the sun” and volunteering for the Phipps
Conservatory and the Carnegie Museum’s
Women’s Committee. Jennifer’s oldest,
Anna, competed in the world championships in Irish dancing in Dublin last April,
and Jennifer got to go along. She’ll go again
when Anna competes next spring in Belfast.
Y After 21 years in California, David Fearon
has returned to the East Coast, where he
is a data management specialist at the
Johns Hopkins library in Baltimore. He
reports that JHU’s Georgian campus is like a
“bigger, sciencier Colby.” Y Nancy Spellman
recently caught up with Jenni Underhill in
Florida under not-so-great circumstances.
Nancy’s mom, who lives in Cape Canaveral,
fell and broke her shoulder. Jenni has been
encouraging Nancy to get involved in cycling
and, while in Florida, Nancy and Jenni rode
together. Nancy has completed four metric
centuries (62 miles) in the past year, and
Jenni has done a full century (100 miles).
Y John Reynolds still writes and performs
on CBS’s The Late Late Show with Craig
Ferguson, where he is trying to get Gerry

Hadden some airtime for his book. Gerry
and John are not only Colby classmates,
but both attended Pelham High School in
NY. Y Andy Ayers and Rob Erdmann are
co-head coaches of the Agawam Mite A
(7 to 8-year-olds) travel hockey team in
Hamilton, Mass. Andy’s son, Jimmy, and
Rob’s son, Jack, both play on the team. Y
Shaun Dakin had a great visit with Mike
Beck this summer on Block Island. Shaun
works in DC as a managing partner for
training at Webbmedia Group. His son is in
second grade, and Mike helped celebrate
Shaun’s 14th anniversary with his wife,
Dr. Saleena Dakin. Congrats! Y Andrew
Ian Dodge is busy with his run for U.S.
Senate. As he says, it will be “one interesting spring next year and I can’t wait.” Y
Gretchen Kreahling McKay isn’t a senator,
but she was elected to the advisory board
for Reacting to the Past. She works with
Professor of Art Michael Marlais at Colby

and, of course, birthday parties. Y Reed
Bernhard retired from the Navy after 20
years of flying. He has settled in Seattle
with his wife and son and looks forward to
continuing his flying career. Congratulations
on your retirement Reed and, as with Matt,
we’re humbled by your service. Y David Coleman and family live in Silicon Valley, where
he’s the manager of the merchant support
team for Playspan. His wife home-schools
their two children. They spend weekends in
the Napa area riding horses or attending
their daughter’s ballet rehearsals. Y Annie
Band loves life in Wyoming, making time for
mountain biking (with her husband and son),
hiking, paragliding, swimming, and making
lots of jewelry in her newly upgraded studio.
She went hiking with Diana Howell O’Brien,
who has a thriving physical therapy practice
in Jackson. Y Dan Spurgin has been in
Kansas dominating his family fantasy football league and starting a soccer team last

Matt Ovios ’90 was promoted to captain
and was deployed to the western Pacific and
Arabian Gulf onboard the aircraft carrier
John C. Stennis ... and was in the midst of
launching jets that support missions in Iraq
and Afghanistan.

to develop a Reacting to the Past game.
Starting in January Gretchen will be chair
of the department of art and art history
at McDaniel College, where she teaches.

1990
Kristin Hock Davie
classnews1990@alum.colby.edu
Carolyn Reed Kirkpatrick wrote from
Queenstown, N.Z., where she and her
husband and two sons live on a sheep station. She is involved with several education
projects and both boys are on the local
ski team. Y Matt Ovios was promoted to
captain and was deployed to the western
Pacific and Arabian Gulf onboard the aircraft
carrier John C. Stennis. He was in the midst
of launching jets that support missions in
Iraq and Afghanistan. Upon return he and
his wife will head to Newport, R.I., where
Matt will be the director of fleet training at
the Navy’s Surface Warfare Officer School.
Matt, we wish you a safe return and are
humbled by your service to our country. Y
Carol Lockwood expanded her commercial
real estate law practice to include family law.
She lives in East Oahu with her two sons.
She’s also the stereotypical mom, shuttling
boys among school, swim lessons, soccer

fall for 2-4 year olds, which they call “Mighty
Lions Soccer.” Y Elaine Kaufman Goldman
lives in St. Louis with her husband and
three daughters. Her company, Logo Loops,
produces embroidered stretch headbands
in a variety of colors/designs—think tween
girl. Elaine reports that Erica Hoffmeister
Supple, Suzanne Quill Feldman, Andrea
Ciampa McEachern, Leslie Couture Mourmoura, Kirsten Rossner Buchanan, Valerie
Bryer Pettit, and Dr. Gretchen Schwarze
Mezrich are all well. Y Kristin “Cricket”
Girvin Redman checked in from Madison,
Wis., where she lives with her husband and
dog. She is practicing graphic design, playing
some pond hockey, running, and skiing. She
sees Laura Senier, who is on the faculty at
UW Madison in rural sociology and family
medicine. She also gets together with
Gretchen Granger Hartley, who is a vascular
surgeon and on the faculty at UW Medical
School. She also sees Tim Felt ’91, although
not often enough. Y Tanja Gross Chevalier
checked in from the Chicago area, where
she lives with her husband and three kids.
They’re enthusiastically involved with music
and French culture and enjoy the changing
seasons in the Midwest. Y John Hayworth
became the managing partner of Walker,
Tipps & Malone PLC, a litigation boutique
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firm in Nashville. He and his wife are busy
raising two kids, one very mellow lab, and
one crazy-ass corgi. He hopes to visit Chip
Smith, Scott Schirmeier, and Bob Lian in
DC soon. Y Congratulations to Pete Sekulow
and his wife on the birth of their daughter,
Veronica Mia Sekulow, born Sept. 8 in
Virginia. Y After 20 years working in sports,
mostly as a baseball writer, Larry Rocca is
in the DC suburbs working as development
director at his high school alma mater (some
may remember his Georgetown Prep letter
jacket). Y Cinda Jones is president of her
family’s Timberland and Real Estate Co. in
Massachusetts. She’s redeveloping a former
sawmill site into a village center just a half
mile north of UMass Amherst.

1991
Dave Shumway
classnews1991@alum.colby.edu
Becca Brackett Price has had a wonderful,
crazy, intense, exhausting, and fulfilling year.
She and husband Lewis traveled to China
last November to meet their daughter,
Zoe. She’s absolutely amazing, and they’re
blessed with an active, friendly 5-and-ahalf-year old. They still run their specialty
cable business, and Lewis travels around
the world several times a year. Fayetteville,
Ark., has been their home base for five years.
Becca says it’s very much like New England,
with shorter winters! Y Caitlin Sullivan
completed her first half marathon in October
after three months training. She has three
wonderful children, 4, 7, and 9. They’re
a big tennis family and their 7-year-old
competed in a USTA tennis tournament. It’s
been years since Caitlin has visited Colby,
but she’s still very close to her good Colby
friends and appreciates them so much! Y
Gretchen Fisher Orr works for the Fidelco
Guide Dog Foundation in Connecticut as an
instructor/trainer and is currently enrolled in
grad school at UMass Boston in the vision
studies program for orientation and mobility
(white cane travel for the visually impaired).
Happily married for two years to Armond
Orr, she shares their home with Sheyenne,
a German shepherd, and Bella, a little pit
bull/terrier mix with a big personality. Y Cory
Snow said that Sandy Colhoun had baby
number two, Stuart Wood Colhoun, with
wife Selina Oct. 6. Everyone is healthy. Y
Trish Biros Mitchell is an exercise physiologist and runs a pediatric cardiopulmonary
exercise laboratory at Hasbro Children’s
Hospital in Providence, R.I. She mostly
does clinical work but gets involved with
occasional research. Last September she
presented their most recent research at a
biannual pediatric work physiology meeting
in Cornwall, England. The best part was
crossing the pond five days early to check

out London with her hubby sans children!
Y Since our reunion, DC Comics (now DC
Entertainment) relocated C. Evan Metcalf
from NYC to the Warner Bros. lot in Burbank,
Calif., where he works in the creative services
division facilitating the brand extension of
DC Comics properties (Batman, Superman,
Wonder Woman, Green Lantern) into videogames, movies, and television. His wife,
Amie, and three children—Oscar, 8, Arlo,
6, and Lucy, 3—have joined him in a cozy
1950s ranch home on the flats of Burbank,
where it’s always sunny, lizards outnumber
squirrels, and orange trees grow in their front
yard. Y Sue Gouws Korn is still in the San
Francisco Bay area, where she’s been for 13
years, and started a new job as VP-finance at
peer-to-peer lending marketplace Prosper.
com. She loves the startup mentality and is
wondering why she didn’t make the switch
years ago. Her sons are 6 and 3, and she’s
continually amused looking at the world
through their eyes. Y Katherine Dauge-Roth
returned from a great year in Switzerland,
husband Alexandre’s home country, where
they were both on sabbatical from teaching
at Bowdoin and Bates. Katherine writes,
“We got lucky and found a house to rent
near Neuchatel with a view of the lake and
rolling hills of vineyards above it. Alex and
I spent our time doing research and writing
while our children, Claire, 12, and Aymeric,
4, navigated school and making friends all
in French. We hiked a lot, skied a little (no
snow over there this year, contrary to what
they got in Maine!), ate lots of cheese and
chocolate, and just enjoyed living at a different pace as a family for a little while. It
is nice to be back in Maine, though as of

Y Great job with the news everyone—keep
it coming!

1992
Karen Wu
classnews1992@alum.colby.edu
Hello and welcome to the year of our 20th
reunion! Can you believe it’s just around
the corner? Y Annaliesa and Scott Alprin
announce the birth of Jacob Eno Thomas
Alprin, born Sept. 17 in Washington, D.C.
The Alprins wanted their second child about
two years after their first, and they accomplished that: sister Marlie turned 2 Sept.
15. They suspect joint birthday parties will
not be tolerated by either child. Y Nicole
Farkas Mogul enjoys living in a house in
DC that she and her husband gutted and
renovated. She stays in touch with Scott
Alprin. Y Last August Eric Johnson and his
wife welcomed their second son, Chase
Hudson. Chase was born in NY as Eric is in
the middle of a two-year assignment there
for PIMCO. In October Eric hung out with
Dave Dore during a quick trip to Luxembourg,
where Dave and his wife, Anita, have lived
for four years. Y Dana Mackin Pilchik is in
her final year working toward her doctorate
in clinical psychology. She’s finishing her
dissertation and applying for internships
around the country (hoping for Boston).
Y Carol Chamberlain Hebert caught up
with old friend Beth Baumer LeBlanc at a
beautiful and peaceful log cabin on Rangeley
Lake in Maine. Beth lives in Auburn, Maine,
with her husband and boys Joey, 5, and
Tommy, 3, and works for L.L.Bean. Carol,
a high school math teacher, lives on Cape

Trish Biros Mitchell ’91 is an exercise
physiologist and runs a pediatric
cardiopulmonary exercise laboratory at Hasbro
Children’s Hospital in Providence, R.I. She
mostly does clinical work but gets involved
with occasional research. Last September
she presented their most recent research at a
biannual pediatric work physiology meeting in
Cornwall, England.
this writing Aymeric, who abandoned English
entirely about two months into our time
over there, has yet to speak a word of it!”
Y On Dec. 26, 2010, Richard and Kaylyn
Hipps Groves welcomed their second baby:
Maxwell Augustine Groves, a healthy and
happy little boy. Lucky for all of them that
Max is easy going—sister Mary-Alice, 2,
enjoys pushing him over a bit too much.

Cod with her husband, son Daniel, 14, and
stepdaughter Mandy, 13. Y Norm Stillman
is a small-animal veterinarian and owns a
three-doctor practice in Plymouth, Mass.
He’s married to Diane (Osgood ’91) and they
have two daughters, Emma, 12, and Hannah,
10. Norm was recently at Colby to introduce
the kids to their parents’ alma mater. He
hardly recognized the place. Of course he

went to Big G’s for his favorite sandwich
(the Myles Standwich). The location had
changed, but the food was exactly as he
remembered it. Y Rachel Klein-Ash recently
returned from Christy O’Rourke and Scott
Habetz’s amazing wedding in Sausalito,
Calif. Scott is originally from NC, but the
happy couple resides in San Francisco. The
morning of the wedding, Christy, leading
enthusiastically, encouraged a group on a
hike up into the Marin Headlands, where they
had spectacular, expansive views of San
Francisco and the Golden Gate Bridge. Other
Colbians in attendance were: Katie Martin,
Marah Silverberg Derzon, Lisa McMahonMyhran, KK Smith, Jenny Alfond Seeman,
and Katherine Rynearson Tagtmeier. Y
Katie Drowne is working on a project that
may resonate with some of you. She’s in
the process of writing a book about Richard
Russo, who taught in the English Department
while we were at Colby. He’s left Colby but
has won the Pulitzer Prize and many other
accolades. Though Katie didn’t know him
well and never took a class with him, she
has discovered that he’s a wonderful writer
and finds it a pleasure to write about his
work. Her book, Understanding Richard
Russo, will be published in 2013 by the
University of South Carolina Press. Y Pete
Hayden moved to the DC area a year ago
after returning from his second tour in Iraq.
The air conditioning in his rental house broke
last summer so he, wife Melissa, and their
four kids moved into Pete Carney’s house
in Arlington for a week. The two Petes and
their families have gotten together a few
times, but not often enough. Pete Carney
is a partner at White & Case, specializing in
international antitrust litigation. He’s busier
now that his hands are full with beautiful
daughter Claire, born May 27. Over the
summer, Pete Hayden saw Yong Kwon and
his family when Yong was returning from a
mission trip to Tanzania. Yong’s boys, Caleb,
12, and Christian, 10, are almost as tall as
Yong, and daughter Evelyn, 5, is growing into
a lovely young lady. Pete Hayden is still an
Army JAG, working for the chairman of the
Joint Chiefs as deputy legal counsel for cyber
and intelligence operations. His family is
content with life in northern Virginia. Soccer,
orchestra, Boy Scouts, lacrosse, and school
keep the kids largely out of trouble. Y I have
just one more column until I pass the reins
to the next person. Anyone? Happy New
Year! See you in Waterville.

1993
Jill Moran Baxter
classnews1993@alum.colby.edu
Aaron and Diana MacKendrick Kielhack
moved to Bismarck, N.D., where Aaron
works for North Dakota’s information
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Remembering Again | Meaghan Dwyer-Ryan ’96
example, that two influential
The conventional wisdom
Bostonians, Jewish merchant
is that immigrants jumping
and philanthropist Abraham
into the melting pot of 19thShuman and Irish journalist
century America banded tightly
and poet John Boyle O’Reilly,
together, keeping a wary eye on
had much in common—in
other ethnic clans and interactparticular an interest in Irish
ing only to protect their turf.
nationalism. “Fascinating,” she
That may have been true
said.
with the recently arrived
Speaking with Dwyerworking classes, says Meaghan
Ryan reinforces the notion of
Dwyer-Ryan ’96, but for the
Meaghan Dwyer-Ryan ’96
historian as detective. She’s
upper classes—and yes, there
worked at the New York Historical Society
were immigrants in those ranks—it was a
and combed the archives at Ellis Island. As
very different story.
an Irish-American (her parents were pleased
“A lot of it was played up, ethnic antagowhen she studied abroad in Cork, she said,
nisms through politics, that sort of thing,”
because her Irish cousins could look out for
Dwyer-Ryan said, “whereas with the upper
her), she has focused on that ethnic group—
classes, particularly in the late nineteenth
comparing the Irish to Jewish immigrants
century, there seemed to be much more
of the time.
room for negotiation. There’s a lot more
Dwyer-Ryan, who teaches history at
working together.”
Eastern Connecticut State, plunged into
As a historian specializing in immigrant
the study of Irish-American culture knowhistory, she peels away preconceptions and
stereotypes, trying to determine how things ing she’d have to convince some that there is
more to examine than “shamrocks and shillehappened and why.
laghs.” She considers ethnic consciousness as
Trained as an archivist (master’s degree,
it overlaps with acculturation as immigrants
NYU) and a historian (Ph.D., Boston
tried to figure out how to become Americans.
College), Dwyer-Ryan has the tools to
That’s the subject of her dissertation,
revive and analyze the past. She found, for

technology agency as a project manager.
Diana stays busy with their children, Lillian, 8, Giselle, 5, and Winston, 3, and
their activities. Aaron and Diana say, “We
miss the East Coast (Stamford, Conn.),
but things are booming out here and we’re
looking forward to winter (skating, sledding,
etc.).” Y Ari Druker visited NYC for a few
days, traveling from Tokyo, and he caught
up with Jon Yormak, David Beatus, and
Rob Hostler. He reports that everyone
was well—enjoying parenthood and looking
forward to our next class reunion. Y Amanda
White lives in Waltham, Mass., with her
boyfriend of 10 years, Rob Reuter. Amanda
taught in the language-based learning disabilities program at Reading Memorial High
School starting in 2000. This year Amanda
enrolled in a cohort of the National Institute
For School Leadership. She occasionally
hangs out with Jim Kelley, who lives in
Ashby, Mass. Y Jon Eddinger’s fall was
busy after taking a job in Portland, Maine,
at Mercy Hospital as a staff cardiologist. It’s
going very well and he’s glad to be back in
Maine. Jon has a son, Jackson, 3, who is a
joy. Y Phil and Kimberly Blatz Orbell live in
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Wyoming with their sons, 5 and 9. Kimberly
and her husband are both middle school
teachers. Y Nancy Emerson Kress teaches
math at Hanover (N.H.) High School, while
her husband, Brian, does physics research
and teaches at Dartmouth. She’s also busy
raising three boys: Clay, 8, Glen, 6, and
Lyle, 2. Watch this space as Nancy and her
husband expected to add to their family
in late January. Y David and Cristen Coleman Mastroianni welcomed a baby boy
in October. Luke joins brother Jake, 2 1/2.
Cristen enjoyed being home on maternity
leave and returned to her job at Fidelity in
January. Y Bree Jeppson and her husband,
James Bassett, happily announce the birth
of their baby boy, Lucas Bassett, last April.
Y Anne Griffin still lives in Sofia, Bulgaria,
and loves every minute of it. She was busy
preparing her company, Bulgarian Pottery
and Gifts, for a Christmas village in Philadelphia and the New York International Gift
Fair. She hopes for a lot of snow in Bansko
Ski Resort, Bulgaria, this winter. Y Doug
Hutton, a science teacher at Glastonbury
(CT) High, won the Milken Educator Award
during a surprise school assembly Oct.

completed in 2010. That followed by a year
the publication of Becoming American Jews
(Brandeis University Press), which DwyerRyan cowrote. Next up? She said she wants
to explore the idea of ethnic authenticity
and ethnicity as a conscious choice. “What
does it mean to be really Irish?’ she said.
“Can you be Irish if you’re born American?
… How can I prove my Irishness, Jewishness? That sort of transition is something
I’m really interested in pursuing.”
The daughter of a high school social
studies teacher, Dwyer-Ryan was raised to
ask questions and to make inquiry part of
her life and university teaching. At Colby
she took a wide variety of history classes,
from medieval to African history. She and
her Irish-born husband, Anthony Ryan,
recently had their first child, a son named
Cian (Irish for “ancient”), but she said she’s
continuing to publish articles and is looking for a publisher for a book based on her
doctoral research.
Her work is a living reminder of a saying
often applied to immigrants. Said DwyerRyan, “The first generation remembers, the
second wants to forget, the third remembers again.”
—Gerry Boyle ’78

20. The award, which Teacher Magazine
dubbed the “Oscars of teaching,” includes
a $25,000 unrestricted gift and recognizes
outstanding teachers for what they have
achieved and the promise of what they will
accomplish in the future. Y Last but never
least, Scott Parker e-mailed a well-crafted
blurb that I’m including verbatim: “Murph
alert … Mike Murphy, his wife Denise, and
baby Rio visited the Big Apple in November
(from their home in Alaska). After a busy
day of trying to organize Occupy Wall Street
(literally), Murph blew off some steam with
1%’ers John Bonello and Scott Parker
at his first NFL game (where happily for
Murph and Parker, the Patriots romped
the Jets 37-16). Bonello was miffed at the
Jets loss, but was able to wipe his tears
on the bib of his new baby boy, John Jr.
There was also a Colby reunion of sorts
at the retirement party Dilan Siritunga ’92
helped host for Professor Meehan at the
Harvard Club (where’s our Colby club?),
where Parker, Bonello and Bill Miller (aka
Vanilli) were joined by Ricky ’White Shoes’
(Rick Wallace) for a night of debauchery.
Greg Burns was going to join, but bailed

last minute because his skirt ripped.” Y
After reading Scott’s entry, it’s clear who
should be writing our class notes—and
perhaps also planning the upcoming 20th
reunion? As always, thanks for writing in!

1994
Kimberly Valentine Walsh
classnews1994@alum.colby.edu
As we’re hitting many milestones (ahem,
40), I asked not only for updates but for
reflections of how Colby friends have played
a part in our lives these past 20 years. Y
I loved catching up with Jessica Drislane
when she visited Minneapolis. It was as if
a day hadn’t passed (except we’re more
gorgeous and wiser, of course). Y Josh
and Laura Pavlenko Lutton celebrated
their 15th wedding anniversary and the
20th anniversary of their first date at
Colby—breakfast before a homecoming
Colby Echo tailgate. Y Katie Morrison just
celebrated her 10th ordination anniversary
and reflected on the journey as a challenging one, since she was a trailblazing out
lesbian in the Presbyterian church. Her
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Colby friends were some of the most supportive during that process: Karlene Burrell
McRae, Maria Kim ’93, and John Cook
’92. She gives thanks for the dear Colby
friends she’s still in touch with and for the
countless others who were supportive of
The Bridge and other efforts toward creating
a more welcoming school environment for
LGBT persons. Y Jennifer Walker Hemmen
reached a difficult milestone that others
of us may have as well—the passing of her
dad—and appreciates how wonderful Colby
friends have been during a difficult year.
Y Adriana Sulak Bombard “treasures the
friends made at Colby—they are my deepest
connections. It’s odd to think they’re now
fully the ’old’ friends, since we’ve known
each other half my life! I’d be lost without
them.” She celebrated her 40th in San
Francisco with Tanya Nygaard ’92, Jeff
’93 and Connie Huffine Zlot, and Stacey
Warner and new husband Ross Piper ’95.
A little karaoke adventure reminded her of
celebrating Connie’s 20th in Sydney. There
was also a party to celebrate Stacey and
Ross’s recent marriage that included Tanya,
Jeff and Connie, Greg Christopher, Chris
Abbott, Nick Abbott ’95, Caroline Morris
Peabody ’92, and Marty Krolewski ’95.
Congrats Stacey and Ross! Check out the
photo on our class website at www.colby.
edu/alumni. Y Mike ’93 and Kristen Zier
Pietraszek welcomed baby Olivia Jean
July 24. Big brother Owen, 6, adores her.
Y Caleb Winder played in the first annual
Colby football alumni golf tournament last
fall. He played in a foursome with Greg
Suffredini ’93, Tim Merrigan ’93, and
former head coach Tom Austin. Tom had
them laughing with stories about beaver
trapping with Shawn Jenkins ’93. Caleb
was promoted to director at Excel Venture
Management, a life sciences and information technology venture capital firm in
Boston. Y When Frances Morris turned 30
she had a house and a job. In the past 10
years she turned that house into a home
and filled it with family—husband Robb and
three kids, Els, Jane, and Jack—and turned
the job into a career. She was in Maine last
summer to visit roommate Heather Post
LaFrance. She also met up with Hardin
and Jennifer Payne Gray with their two
kids, Campbell and Avery, for apple and
pumpkin picking. Frances also sent a photo,
which is on our class website. Y Elizabeth
Bancroft Hoch had a baby girl, Katherine
Bancroft Hoch, in early October. Y Jessica
Newman moved to Cambridge, Mass., and
was at Michelle Satterlee’s beautiful fall
wedding with Janet Powers, Heather Eskey
Hamasaki, and John Grady just outside of
Conway, N.H. Y Rebekah Freeman Shulze
got together with Sara Ferry Gyan, Heather
Lounsbury, Marile Haylon Borden, and

Carolyn Hart. She’s says they “get together
every Columbus Day, no matter what—it’s
Colby girl annual weekend.”

1995
Yuhgo Yamaguchi
classnews1995@alum.colby.edu
Brent McLean recently traded in the
beaches of southern California for the
snowcapped Cascade peaks of Bend, Ore.,
and is VP of sales and marketing for the
Northview Hotel Group. He’s also engaged
to Tara Shimmin of San Diego. The wedding
will take place in Kennebunk, Maine, in
August 2012. Y Brian Rayback and Alysa
Cohen had their third child, Benjamin
Striker, July 30. He joins big sisters Lucy, 6
and Maisie, 4. Y Abe Rogers is obtaining his
master’s of education at Boston University.
He also coaches the Harvard masters swim
team. Y Brett Hudson has been living in a
tent as part of the occupy San Francisco
movement; he’s marched with protests in
San Francisco, Oakland, and Berkeley. He
earned an M.A. in creative writing and is
planning to teach English at a university in
the Persian Gulf region. Y Michelle Grdina
and Sandra Jewers Dow had an impromptu
reunion with Bob DiVito and Jason Spooner
at a recent performance by The Spooner
Trio in Portland, Maine. Michelle lives in
Boston and recently started a new position
as program manager for the Deshpande
Center at MIT.

1996
Brad Smith
classnews1996@alum.colby.edu
Remember Bad Beer Fest? Well that was
almost 20 years ago, and the Class of 1996
has really been on the rise ever since. Then
again, we could only go up from there, right?
Y For one, Kate Radley opened a multidisciplinary law firm in Denver that specializes
in best-interest representation of children
in dependency and neglect cases. She was
also married in June to an as-yet-unnamed
person at the Denver Botanic Gardens
with Kate Swenson, Elizabeth Garbe,
and Marybeth Thomson in attendance.
Y And yeah, there’s more. Sarah Langan
welcomed her second daughter, Frances
Carolina Petty, Oct. 19, joining big sister
Clementine, 2. Her radio play, Is This Seat
Taken, was released in a boxed set called
Tales From Beyond the Pale, produced by
Larry Fessenden and Glen McQuaid. Sarah’s
also penned a bunch of short stories in a
bunch of magazines and anthologies. Say
what! Y Oh, and there’s this too: beginning last August Jonathan Bardzik spent
Saturdays doing live cooking demos at
Washington, D.C.’s historic Eastern Market,

working in partnership with local farmers to
serve free samples of fresh vegetable dishes
and provide recipe cards to inspire visitors
to cook more at home. He posts his recipes
on his blog www.whatIhaventcookedyet.
com and on his Facebook page of the
same name. Y But this really floored me:
our very own Lauren Iannotti is the deputy
editor at Glamour magazine, and recently
went on a whirlwind trip around Africa with
Hillary Clinton to profile her for Glamour’s
September issue, available online. Are you
serious? Anyhow, Lauren lives in Park Slope
in Brooklyn with her smashingly handsome
boyfriend, who I hear is a dead ringer for
Ted Danson. She visits Sarah Eustis and
Andy Meeks in Portland, Ore., as much
as possible. Y Wait, there’s more! Hillary
Brennan McKellar and husband Todd
(Morse High School ’91) made a very big
life change moving from the ’burbs back to
Boston. They live in the South End, enjoying
all the excitement and conveniences that
city living has to offer. Y Melissa Taylor’s
carrier pigeon arrived with news that last
summer she visited Bernadette Graham
Hudson and her family at a camp on the
Belgrade Lakes. Bernadette has two girls,
Clara, 5, and Nora, 3. Melissa continues
her work as a pediatrician in Waterville
and has two boys, Andrew, 5, and Alex, 3.
Y After many years in Africa, Jen Pope is
settling back into life in DC. She works for
PSI focusing on reproductive health and
social franchising. This year alone she has
hit five continents, and DNS is starting to
wonder whether she actually lives in the
U.S. When Jen does stop moving, she likes
to catch up with Amie Sicchitano Taylor,
who lives in Franklin, Mass., with her husband and two kids. Y Georgia Brian and
Dave Chen ’95 are still in Boxford, Mass.,
with their two girls Ava, 6, and Zoe, 3.
In winter they’re at their Sugarloaf home
and welcome visitors. Y Yup, mo’ babies:
Miranda Miller and husband Jud Wolfskill
welcomed a baby girl, Susannah Charlotte
Wolfskill, in June. Kathleen Wood Griffis,
Julie Gerry, and Chesley Davis ’01 helped
with a few meals during their first weeks
home from the hospital. Joy Christoferson
and John Daly and Julia Tatsch shared baby
gear, clothing, and wisdom. In September
they enjoyed introducing baby Susannah
to Professor Nikky Singh and to Matt Russ
on their way to Bar Harbor. Y Et le wagon de
bébé continué. Jean-Michel Picher écrit
que tout est grand à Toronto. Mais voici
quelque chose nouvelles: Picher et epousé
Valérie a accueilli leur premier enfant:
Claire, et elle arrivé en août. Zut Alors! Y
And finally, our resident physician savant
Ryan Sullivan accepted a new position in
the hematology/oncology unit at MGH. The
Internet tells me that his work focuses on

epidemiology, pathophysiology, and treatment of Kaposi sarcoma-associated herpes
virus diseases. How about them apples?

1997
Leah Tortola Walton
classnews1997@alum.colby.edu
Stephanie Blackman Stokamer finished
her dissertation and earned an Ed.D. in
educational leadership from Portland State.
She started a new position as an assistant
professor and the director of the center for
civic engagement at Pacific University in
Oregon. Being at a small college has brought
back lots of Colby memories for her—and
she would love visitors if anyone passes
through. Y Also in Portland, Zoë Kaplan
Presley enjoyed a mini Colby reunion and
some great new music at the Pickathon
music festival with James Loveland ’96 and
Jen Vogt, Lindsay Frantz Field ’96, Andy
Meeks ’96 and Sarah Eustis ’96, Jess Boyles
’96, and Jill Picard Paine ’96. Y Becca
Durham Whithed works as a botanist at
the MPG Ranch in the Bitterroot Valley of
Montana. She wrote a piece in The Place
Where You Live section of Orion Magazine
that was to be published in the Nov./Dec.
2011 issue. In September she attended the
Colby alumni Welcome to the City event in
where else? Portland, Ore.! Not only did she
have a “fabulous time,” but she won a Colby
blanket. Y Megan and Gray Macmillan
welcomed twins, Lily and Andrew, May 31.
Gray wrote, “Lily and Andrew look forward
to visiting Maine soon and intend to apply
for early-early admission.” Y Marc Hebert
lives in Washington, D.C. He and his wife
expect twins in June while son, Luc, is still a
toddler! “Mercy…,” he wrote, “three kids in
diapers at the same time!” Y In April Jenny
Higgins welcomed son Atticus. She left
her post at Columbia University to accept
a new faculty position at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison, where she’ll teach a
large class on women’s health and bodies,
continue her research on sexual health, and
finally try to learn how to ice skate backward.
Y Al Madrid lives in Philadelphia, where he
works as a civil defense attorney, having
earned his J.D. from Temple Law. His wife,
Jessi Schwarz ’99, works as a midwife at
Children’s Hospital there, and they have
four children. Diego, Penelope, Claudia
Rose, and Adrian keep them very busy!
Y Jeff and Kara Marchant Hooper, along
with their two boys, visited Leif and Ellie
Peters Bergquist and their three children
this summer in St. Louis. Kara reported
that everyone is doing well, and they even
caught a Cardinals game in the new stadium. Y Mika Hadani Melamed has been
working for five years at The Creative Group,
a division of Robert Half International.
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alumni at large
She recently received a promotion to lead
recruiter. Congratulations, Mika! Y Sandra
Lund Sargisson (NY), Julie Davidson
Fisher (Boston), Chrissy Killheffer Sinclair
(Seattle), and Wendy Ridder Bergh (San
Francisco), all roommates senior year,
got together in November in Scottsdale,
Ariz., for a weekend of fun and catching
up. Y Peter Sheren lives in Singapore and
explores Southeast Asia through work trips
and vacations. He recently flew home to
Washington, D.C., and had a BBQ with Drew
Minkiewicz ’96 and family. At the time he
e-mailed, he was planning to celebrate New
Year’s with Andrew Weber and his family
in London. Y Amanda Sprang moved from
rural Pennsylvania back to her hometown
of Seattle in May and then moved again
in September to Port Moresby, Papua New
Guinea. She still works for a company in the
oil and gas logistics industry, and reports
that PNG is the perfect mix of adventure,
work, friends, and the unexpected. Y Chris
and Jen Atwood Lesky welcomed their first
child, Caroline, April 6, 2011. They live in
Newton, Mass., and Jen works part time as
a private tutor as she spends most of her
days with little Caroline. Jen looks forward to
our reunion in June! Y Speaking of reunion,
please mark your calendars for May 31-June
3 and plan to join us on Mayflower Hill!

1998
Brian M. Gill
classnews1998@alum.colby.edu
Many congratulations to those with new
additions! Andrew Porter and his wife
welcomed their third child, Margaret Marion
Porter, Nov. 17. Maggie is big and happy and
healthy. She keeps her two older brothers
and her parents busy. Y Pete and Sarah
Eno Felmly welcomed a daughter, Georgia
Elizabeth, Oct. 20. Y Beth (Monahan ’01)
and Paul Caruso had their first child,
Christian Thomas, Oct. 12. They’re all doing
well. Y Peter and Meredith Greene Ross
had their second son, Isaac, in March 2011
and they moved to Hamden, Conn. Y K.C.
McClelland Krieger gave birth to a little girl,
Maggie, in June. She joins her two brothers,
Michael and Matthew. K.C. has returned to
work full time as the director of investments
for Eli Broad’s family office and foundations. Y Eben Peck and his wife, Colette,
welcomed their first child, Lucy Antonia
Peck. Six pounds, five ounces, and a shock
of red hair, she looks forward to hanging
out with the many other Colby babies in
the Washington, D.C. area. Y Andrew Littell and his wife, Margo, welcomed Greta
Whittemore Oct. 27. Greta joins sister Lucia
in Brooklyn. Andrew enjoys his work on the
strategic partnerships team at Google. Y
Katherine Littell married Pat Hinchey in

60

90s newsmakers

Galen Carr ’97

The work of artist Ellen Langford ’90 was part of a show
at Studio 561 in Jackson, Tenn., in November. The show
was part of an effort to showcase historic restoration
in Jackson. Langford, a painter, lives in Jackson, Miss.
She was profiled in the Jackson Sun newspaper. F
Brian O’Halloran ’93 was promoted by new Boston
Red Sox General Manager Ben Cherington. O’Halloran
was named vice president/assistant general manager.
Galen Carr ’97 continues as the team’s special assignment scout, according to the (Quincy) Patriot Ledger.
F Thomas Harrop ’95 was named a managing director
at Goldman Sachs.

October. KB and Dave Dodwell, Pete and
Sarah Eno Felmly, Lisa and Jon Foster,
Raja and Liz Hooper Bala, Brian and
Kristelle Aherne Gill, Rachel Westgate,
and Meghan Hauptli were there. Y Jenn
Smith received a postdoctoral fellowship
to support her behavioral ecology research
on yellow-bellied marmots at UCLA and the
Rocky Mountain Biological Lab. Y Derek
Luke reports that the brewery is busy and
anticipates filling 8,000 kegs this year.
They also produced 80 wooden casks of
Thomas Tew Single Barrel rum. Derek is
getting married in New Zealand in February
to Annie Sherman of Newport, R.I. Y Kevin
Landis is assistant professor of theater
and the director of the theater program
at the University of Colorado in Colorado
Springs. He also acts at Theatreworks and
produces a theater lecture series called
Prologue. Y Raja and Liz Hooper Bala
are currently auditioning for the Amazing
Race. Y Ross ’99 and Monica Staaterman
McEwen have two daughters, Claire and
Marissa. After 11 years in software sales
with Cognos (which was acquired by IBM),
Monica has begun a new job with Qliktech
and will start its federal sales division. She
frequently sees John and Julie Fidaleo
Madison, who recently welcomed their
second daughter, Whitney Kathleen. Y
Vanessa Hernandez-Elmore still lives in
Santa Fe, N.M., where she switched jobs
from a focus on antique/historic Native
American art at Morning Star Gallery to
delving into the world of contemporary
Native American art at Blue Rain Gallery.
Vanessa and her husband, Paul, had a baby
girl, Samantha Rose (Rosy). Y Amanda
Bakian completed a master’s in statistics
and a Ph.D. in ecology from Utah State
University. Amanda and her husband, Ian
McAlexander, live in Salt Lake City, where
she works as an assistant professor in the
department of psychiatry at the University
of Utah’s School of Medicine. Y Chad and
Jeana Flahive Pimentel are happily raising four beautiful children, 8 to 4 months.

They’re all homeschooled, beach-bumming,
organic, environmentally friendly little
hippies. Living on the beach and doing as
much traveling, hiking, surfing, and yoga
as the kids will allow. Y Harris Eisenstadt
lives in Brooklyn with wife, Sara, and son,
Owen. He spent the fall teaching at SUNY
Maritime and SUNY Empire State and on
tour in Austria and the UK. Y Thank you for
your contributions and enjoy the winter.

1999
Lindsay Hayes Hurty
classnews1999@alum.colby.edu
Joshua DeScherer and Jaime Jones happily welcomed their first child, daughter
Zella Liv Jones DeScherer, July 27. Joshua
teaches music theory and contrabass at the
Portland Conservatory of Music and recently
performed at Colby for the first time since
graduation as a member of the chamber
ensemble Les Sorciers Perdus. Y Marty
Whitmore lives in Boston, works as a buyer
for TJX, and was engaged this fall to Jessica
Vazquez. They plan to get married in Boston
next August. Y Megan Watson delivered
(while her husband, Jason, supported)
their son, Finnian James Schissel, Oct. 25
at 11:36 p.m. He was seven pounds, seven
ounces, 20 inches long, and cute as can
be! Y After leaving Colby Christina Lemieux
spent three years in San Francisco, living and
working in the midst, and aftermath, of the
dot-com bubble. She then spent three years
in NYC before moving to London, where she
has lived and worked for the last six years.
She’s married to a Brit and has a beautiful
10-month-old daughter, Anya, who is the
light of her life. Christina’s career focus is
advertising, and she currently works as a
strategy director at a digital/brand behavior
agency. She is also writing a book about the
art of lobster fishing in Down East Maine.
The book, published by History Press, is
due out this spring. Y Kim Nagy is engaged
to Mark Monnin from Wells, Maine. Y Ryan
Aldrich and his wife had their first child,

a baby girl named Avery. They moved to
Bethlehem, N.H., where they both work at
the White Mountain School. Y Jonathan
and Alli DeGroot Tyler welcomed a baby
boy July 28, Callum Robert Tyler. They live
in Montclair, N.J. Y Jo Reardon Prince,
her husband, and their daughter moved
to southern Switzerland, where Jo teaches
fourth grade at TASIS, an American School.
They love exploring the area and look forward
to skiing in the Alps this winter. Y Melissa
Thouin Federman headed to NYC last fall
to celebrate Payal Luthra’s wedding. Laura
D’Afflitti Weierman was also in attendance.
Y Brad Sicchitano happily reports that
there are finally other Colby grads working
at Fay School in Southborough, Mass.,
where Brad is the director of primary and
lower school admission. Elizabeth Lyons
’09 and Devan FitzPatrick ’09 joined the
school this fall and brought in the love of
Maine and Mayflower Hill. Brad is a proud
Fay parent, as his three children are now
there. Brad says working at Fay has been
a wonderful experience meeting families
with his Colby banner in the background.
It has led to many great conversations and
meeting other Colby (as well as Bates and
Bowdoin) graduates and sharing stories of
living in Maine. He hopes they’ll continue
to attract other Colby alumni to the school
as faculty, staff, and future parents. Y Eric
and Amy Erdmann Sholk welcomed another
little boy! Andrew Sholk was born Nov. 16,
and his two big brothers are thrilled to have
him in the family (for now)! Y Kristopher
Murphy completed his two-seat homebuilt
aircraft and enjoyed flying it to the annual
EAA convention in Oshkosh. The project
took nine years of intermittent work, but
now he flies with local friends and his two
daughters. Y Keep the news coming!

2000
Ben Mackay
classnews2000@alum.colby.edu
After three and a half years living in Dallas,
I’m moving to Jackson Hole January through
March to see if I can split my time. I’m looking forward to being back in the mountains,
especially during another La Niña winter. Let
me know if you’re coming through town and
want to make some turns! Y Jen Kassakian
Anderson sailed on the fifth-place boat in
the 2011 Swiftsure round trip from Victoria,
B.C., to Cape Flattery, Wash. She also had an
incredible three-week trip to Patagonia. She
started a new job that takes her to Boston
frequently, allowing her to catch up with Colby
folks—too many to list. Y With a business
partner from Boston, Limi Marie Perry Bauer
opened up an English-language institute that
focuses on business English, conversation
groups, tutoring, and experiential learning.
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The place is called East Coast English. So
even though she calls Austria “home” these
days, she has a little America within her four
walls. Her day job is working as a fifth-grade
teacher in the local middle school, which
is its own culture clash experiment—and
never boring. Y Both Phoebe (Lehmann
’01) and Jay Zarnetske recently received
their Ph.D.s and moved back across the
country to start postdoctoral fellowships at
Yale. They’re adjusting to being back in New
England and city life and are happy to be
closer to family and many Colby friends. Y
John and Kelley Moore Kendall welcomed
their third child, Alexander Gregory, last July.
Katarina, 8, and John, 5, are very proud of
their baby brother! Kelley is completing
her M.S.W. at Southern CT State University
and continues to work full time as a case
manager for Connecticut’s Department of
Developmental Services. Y Hilary Smyth
Wirtz works in the advancement office at
Concord Academy and lives in Southborough, Mass., at St. Mark’s School, where her
husband is assistant head/dean of faculty.
They welcomed a baby boy, Richard Charles
“Charlie,” July 28! Y Erik Waters is coming
up on one year with Ascend Learning, where
he is responsible for strategy and business
development. Great company. If anyone is
looking for a career change, they’re always
looking for bright folks. There’s already a good
contingent of Colby grads in their Burlington,
Mass., headquarters. On the family side, he
and Amy (Forrer ’98) are doing well. Their
twins, Elsa and Olin, turn three in February
and are ready to start preschool. Y Brian
Hanseth is opening seven restaurants in
the Boston Area as a franchisee. Y Kathryn
Reber Colcher has joined the faculty of the
Georgetown University School of Nursing
and Health Studies as an adjunct instructor.
Y James ’99 and Jenny O’Donnell Spidle
had a baby boy, Charlie, May 14. They can’t
imagine life without him—he’s the greatest! Y
Alex Moskos continues to live the dream in
Boston. In August he met JR Rudman, Chris
Bonafide, James Mason, and Brian Hiester
in Philly. Although they never made their goal
of locating Johnny Hammond, they did get to
see Mason swim in the Schuylkill River. They
also randomly spotted Kevin Bacon in his
hometown of Philly—now they’re separated
by one degree. Y Greg ’98 and Vanessa
Wade Wehmeyer bought their first house in
Plainville, Mass., at the end of December.
They’re excited about the move, as is their
daughter, Ella Marie, who looks forward to a
pink bedroom, her own playroom, and pool
play dates next summer. Y Brian ’99 and
Tacy Conard Quinn welcomed Theodore
(Teddy) Mahoney Oct. 29. Big brother
Charlie is 3. They’re having fun as a family
of four and hope to get out west and visit
the grandparents for spring skiing. Y Greg

de St Maurice was in Kyoto in January
researching an IIE Fulbright. He stopped
through Boston and saw Chie and Jason
Ri, Carlos and Jess Mulready Dominguez,
and Kate Henry. Jason started a master’s
in counseling through Leslie University this
year. Kate is pastry chef de cuisine at Oleana
in Cambridge and, along with her partner,
Molly Hansen, and their adorable daughter,
Beverly, she impatiently awaits the addition
of another little girl to their family.

2001
Dana Fowler Charette
classnews2001@alum.colby.edu
Bliss (Woolmington ’02) and Patrick Bernal
chronicled their adventure around the globe
with Jude, 2, at www.aroundtheworldwithatwoyearold.com. They now live in Manchester, Vt. Y Welcome Macey Ann, born Sept.
3 to Jon and Jenny Bubrick Engel! Y Sean
’00 and Becca Bischoff Luoma welcomed
Colton Walter Nov. 17. Y Michael Kleinman
and his wife, Christine, welcomed Jack
Charles Nov. 18. They live in Boston and
Michael finished his neurology residency
at BU last year and is a neuromuscular
fellow at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical
Center. Y John and Mandy Cochrane Raser
welcomed their second boy, Luke, in May.
Brother Jonah is 2 1/2. Mandy works in
fundraising at the Home for Little Wanderers in Boston. Y Tim Wiswell reported that
he and Van Haidas, Courtney Monteiro,
and Scott Bixby made it to their 10-year
reunion. Y Aida Khan moved to London to
do her master’s at the School of Oriental
and African Studies. She has a son, 2, and

www.welcometowecreate.com. Y Melanie
Morin and her husband expect their first
child in June. They live in KY while Melanie
serves as an active duty Army psychiatrist.
Y Elizabeth Wainwright’s team won the NYC
Women’s League Championship for 201011. Y Cara Greenwalt ’02 and Michelle
Cook graduated from Ohio State College
of Veterinary Medicine last June. Michelle
started her internship at Angell Animal Medical Center in Boston and also got engaged
to fellow veterinarian Jonathan Plenn. Y
Stephanie Greenleaf Fyfe lives in Wayne,
Maine, after seven years in Phoenix with
daughters Riley, 5, and Harper, 3. Stephanie
still works for K12 Inc. Y Jacqueline Mourot
joined the U.S. Foreign Service in February
2011 and is now serving her first diplomatic
tour in Guayaquil, Ecuador. Y Kate Isley
moved to Cambridge from South Boston.
After four years as an associate at Ropes
& Gray, she moved to a smaller firm, Pierce
Atwood, a Maine firm. Kate is their first
litigation associate in Boston. Y Seth and
Hilary Spitz Arens welcomed twins Willow
and Quinn in June 2011. They enjoy living in
Utah at the base of the Wasatch Mountains
while working for the Utah Department of
Environmental Quality—Hilary in the division
of water quality and Seth in the division
of air quality. They spend time with Tim
Grayson, who lives in Salt Lake City with
wife Melanie. Y Jack and Allyson Giard
Downey welcomed baby boy Logan Aug.
14. Y Cara Erdheim is in her second year
as a college literature professor at Sacred
Heart University in Fairfield, Conn. Y Mike
’00 and Sarah Goodrich Alto live in Maine.
Sarah completed her master’s at USM and

Jacqueline Mourot ’01 joined the U.S. Foreign
Service in February 2011 and is now serving
her first diplomatic tour in Guayaquil, Ecuador.
her husband commutes between Pakistan
and London. Y Joel and Drew Hall Williams
and Joel Andrew, 2, welcomed James Morris
May 10. He enjoyed his first trip to Colby
for reunion a few weeks later. Y Danielle
D’Entremont Lam has worked as chief
pediatric resident at the Floating Hospital for
Children at Tufts Medical Center in Boston
this year. She bought a house in Quincy
with her husband, Hue ’00. Y Christian
Brunet graduated from Yale’s School of
Management in May and he and Whitney
(Dayton) live back in Boston. Whitney works
for Yale’s development office. Y Ted Wallach
finished his feature film, Magic Men (www.
magicmenthemovie.com), and sent it off to
Sundance and started a creative agency,

works as a family nurse practitioner. They
reconnected with Megalomaniacs friends!
Y Tom and Jennifer Blume Shanley expect
their first child in March. They live in South
Boston. Jennifer works for Berklee College
of Music in the office of communications,
and Tom works for Credit Suisse. Y Shanna
Brownstein lives in Portland, Ore., doing
policy and sustainability work for an energy
company. She also runs WISE, a networking
group for women who work in the environmental and sustainability sectors. She
and her husband expect their first child
in March. Shanna went to San Francisco
with Calla Fankhanel in October to watch
Sarah Breul rock the Nike women’s half
marathon. Y Richard Hallquist has been

applying for full-time M.B.A. programs to
start this fall. He also stays busy with kids
James, 1, and Charlotte, 3. Y Congrats to
Rob Painter for recently earning his Ph.D.
Y John and Kimberly Schneider Branam
live in Portland, Ore., and welcomed their
first child, Cecilia, in October 2011. Y
Andre “Coach” and M.E. Leroy Picher live
in Toronto and welcomed their first child,
Beausoleil, in August.

2002
Sally Hall Bell
classnews2002@alum.colby.edu
Get jazzed for our 10th reunion May 31-June
3, and read other news, in our online column
at www.colby.edu/mag.

2003
Lauren Tiberio
classnews2003@alum.colby.edu
Hello Class of 2003! Hope everyone had
a safe, healthy, and happy holiday season.
We had quite a few first time contributors …
exciting to hear from classmates we haven’t
heard from in almost 10 years! Y Sara
Blask has been busy since we last heard
from her (probably from Mayflower Hill!).
She recently left the AP newsroom in New
York to join the corporate communications
team at the Wall Street Journal/Dow Jones.
On Sept. 10 she officiated the perfect wedding of Jennifer Santini ’04 and Matthew
Benson held in Rockport, Mass, where
Jen Mojo ’04 and Clark Stevens were in
attendance. The following weekend she saw
Phil ’04 and Laura Barrow Geiger ’04 and
their beautiful baby, Alexa Marie, born July
30 in Chicago. Y Susan Ellsworth moved
to California from DC two years ago and
recently finished a master’s in community
development focused on agriculture and
food systems. She lives in Winters, Calif.,
where she works with farmers while picking olives on the side and setting things in
motion to start a flower CSA this spring. Y
Katie Altneu completed four years of grad
school at Southwest Acupuncture College
in Boulder, Colo., and received her M.S.
in Oriental medicine. She’s a licensed
acupuncturist and herbalist and started a
business, a holistic health center called The
Point, in Denver. Good luck, Katie! Y Jon
Allen participated in AIDS/LifeCycle 10, a
545-mile bicycle ride from San Francisco
to Los Angeles, to raise money for the San
Francisco AIDS Foundation and the L.A. Gay
& Lesbian Center. The event raised more
than $13 million, making it the largest single
fundraiser for HIV/AIDS in the world. The
ride was an amazing experience—Jon met
many great people and challenged himself
both physically and mentally. He credits his
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00s newsmakers

Marie Lorrain Cerat ’00

Marie Lorrain Cerat ’00 won the 2011 Family Court Legal
Services Advocacy Award. The award is presented by
the New York City Administration for Children’s Services
to recognize efforts to protect children and strengthen
families. F Evan Reece ’01 was featured in a Boston
Globe article about his company Liftopia.com. The
company, based in San Francisco, “has established
the standard for Internet sales in the snow sports
industry.” Skiers can buy lift tickets for 150 mountains,
shopping for last-minute deals and long-range bargains,
the report said.

success partly to the support of his many
Colby friends! Y Peter Loverso moved
into the house that he built last spring.
He got promoted to senior manager for
mail pharmacy services at Catalyst Rx. He
travels a lot for work, so look for him at an
airport near you! Y Laura Shufelt married
Patrick Kenney on Peaks Island, Maine,
June 25. It was a great weekend and a fun
reunion of the Colby ladies (they found
time for their traditional human pyramid).
The wedding officiant was Professor Tom
Longstaff, Laura’s advisor. Y Christine
O’Donnell married Dan Hagan Aug. 13 in
Salem, Mass. Stacy Thurston Barton, Kara
Hubbard ’02, and Amanda Walsh ’05 were
bridesmaids. Other alums in attendance
included Brock Barton, Jasmine Ashe
Hodgson, Abby Kussell ’02, Adam Cohen,
Dan Parise, Lauren and Ian MacPherson,
Anna Schierberl Scherr, Katie Trainor, and
Rick Forster ’81. Christine and Dan live in
Burlington, Vt.* Rebecca Stern married
Brendan Schulte Sept. 10 by the ocean
in South Thomaston, Maine. They met in
2003 in Jackson, Wyo., and currently reside
there. Rebecca is the owner and creator
of RS Photography (www.rs-photography.
com). Check out their wedding photo on
our class page at www.colby.edu/alumni.
Y Pam Sawyer received her Ph.D. in social
psychology from the University of California,
Santa Barbara last summer and married Will
Powers (CalPoly alum) in October. Rachel
Merrick Maggs was a bridesmaid and Scott
Maggs, Adam Bickelman, Andy Harnett,
Amy Bennett ’04, Kevin Yardi ’05, and John
McManigal were in attendance. Y Piper
Loyd lives in San Francisco. She attended
the fabulous union of Sean O’Grady and
Amanda McKown in the fall. Y Sharon
Herbert is a senior product manager at
Burton Snowboards but also started studying at the New England Culinary Institute last
fall. Y Thaddeus and Jill Laramee Feeney
welcomed their second child, Maggie. She
was born in good ol’ Waterville. They figure
they’re doing their part to add to the Colby
blood in town. Y Brie Drummond and
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her husband, Jeff Williams, welcomed a
daughter, Sophie Eleanor, Oct. 20. They’re
living in Homer, Alaska, where Brie works
for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Y Liz
Kueffner Koors and her husband welcomed
their second baby, James McQuade, Aug.
20. They still live in Richmond and Liz is
anxiously waiting to find out where they’ll
be located for her husband’s residency. Y
Thanks for the news—enjoy the snow!

2004
Kate Weiler
classnews2004@alum.colby.edu
Lots of classmates welcomed babies this
year! Alex Gaeth and his wife, Alison,
celebrated the arrival of their daughter,
Sydney Grace. Y Phil and Laura Barrow
Geiger welcomed their first daughter,
Alexa Marie, July 30. Y Erin Dube and her
husband, Adam, welcomed their second
daughter, Norah Elizabeth. They live in
Rhode Island. Y Melissa Rosales Neff
and her husband welcomed their second
baby girl Sept. 22—Olivia Salem. They still
live in North Carolina. Y Peter and Susie
Blair Rufo welcomed their first child,
Ryan Charles, May 7. Y Marley Orr is still
in San Francisco and settling into a new
job at AKQA, a digital advertising agency,
and working on the Xbox. She finished her
first half marathon and looks forward to
running another soon now that she has
her running legs back. In late summer she
vacationed in Maine and visited Colby long
enough for a trip to Big G’s. She also saw
Susie Blair Rufo and her gorgeous son,
Ryan. Y Nick and Jen Barrett Crocker
moved to Boston in September and had
their first baby, Thomas Chadbourne, Nov
3. They love being back in Boston closer
to their families and near a bunch of Colby
friends! Y Cynthia Davies started a new
job at Southern Maine Medical Center in
Biddeford as a physician’s assistant. Y
Ryan and Grace Becker Lochhead moved
to PEI for Grace’s job. It’s been an exciting
change for them, and they’re slowly getting

used to the Canadians! Benson Hyde, Bill
Younker, and Rose Becker ’08 have already
visited during their first two months of
residence there. Y Betsy Ramos started a
new job teaching at a public high school in
her hometown of Lynn, Mass. She and her
girlfriend of more than five years bought a
new house. Y Morgan Pratt is engaged to
Cooper Arvisais. They live in Colorado. He
proposed during a surprise flight on a Flight
for Life Helicopter over the summit of Gray’s
and Torrey’s peaks. They’re shooting for a
spring 2013 wedding. She’s been bit by
the triathlon bug and plans to do a couple
Olympic distance races next summer. Y
Kristin Saucier wrapped up her M.P.H.
and M.A. in international development from
George Washington University last spring
and moved to Nicaragua as an international
fellow for Population Services International,
for whom she had previously worked in DC.
Y Rebecca Evans is completing her residency in anesthesiology at the University
of Utah and Teresa Leyro is completing her
internship in clinical psychology at UCSF.
They recently reunited in San Francisco
for the U.S. half marathon, which brought
them across the Golden Gate Bridge and
up the grueling Marin Headlands. They
placed 14th and 27th in their age group.
Y Sarah Wright and Christopher Sussman
’02 married Oct. 15 at Sleepy Hollow in
Huntington, Vt. In attendance were Devon
Anderson ’09, Greyson Brooks ’06, Ryland
Brooks ’07, Andrew Bruening-Wright ’93,
John de Perczel, Jennifer Munroe Downs,
Isaac Griffith-Onnen, Daniel Kosmala,
Kim Strader O’Leary, Claire Riley ’05, Anna
Royer, Jennifer Rosenberg Schwartz,
Robert Selover, Abigail Sussman ’09,
Elizabeth Magner Tov, Rafal Urban, and
Sarah Webster ’05. Sarah and Chris live in
Belmont, Mass., and plan to through-hike
the Pacific Crest Trail this summer for their
honeymoon. Y Nick ’05 and Becca Taylor
Malick live in Oakland with daughter Juliet.
They expect their second child this spring.
Becca teaches elementary music at a
charter school in Oakland, and Nick teaches
middle school humanities in Lafayette.
Y Emily Quann Luth works as a special
education teacher with the New England
Center for Children and recently received
her certification as a behavior analyst. She
and her husband, Eric ’05, live in Newton,
Mass., with their dog, Luna, and expect a
baby boy in early January.

2005
Katie Gagne
classnews2005@alum.colby.edu
Lauren Baumgarten moved to New Orleans,
where she began medical school at Tulane.
Y Melissa Mullen completed her Ph.D.

in chemistry at Penn State and moved
to Cleveland to start a postdoc at the
Lerner Research Institute. She’s engaged
to Michael Davis, whom she met at Penn
State. Y Mallory Young shares wedding
announcements. Ken Pitter and Meghan
Barringer were married in the Poconos
last summer and live in Manhattan, where
Ken is working toward his M.D./Ph.D. and
Meg is working as a physical therapist. Y
Lori and Chris Duncombe were married in
Portland, Maine, last June. Mike Booras,
Brendan Crighton, and Daniel Oliphant ’06
were groomsmen. Y Lauren Smith and John
Camera were married in Annapolis, Md., in
August; Heather DeVito was a bridesmaid.
Y While traveling, Tim Roberts took shelter
with Eva Gougian ’08 in the Dominican
Republic during Hurricane Irene. Y Katie
Crocker Jordan still lives in London with
her husband, Tom, where she completed
her Ph.D. in systems biology at Warwick
University. Kate started medical school
at Imperial College. Isabelle Reining and
Jeremy Little recently stayed with Katie
and Tom while in London. Y Michael Walsh
married Brianna Tufts ’07 at Lorimer Chapel
and celebrated with a reception in Page
Commons. Brianna completed her M.B.A.
at Cornell, where Mike is finishing his Ph.D.
They recently relocated to Somerville, Mass.
Y Joe and Julianna Green Schump, who
live in Fort Collins, Colo., welcomed a baby
girl, Claire Elizabeth, in August. Y Nico ’06
and Melissa Hernandez Mwai relocated
from NYC to Washington, D.C., for new job
opportunities. Y David Acker visited Will van
der Veen in Cairo in December 2010 and
recently finished his M.B.A and master’s in
education at Stanford. He lives in San Francisco. Y Megan Loosigian went on a crosscountry road trip and stayed with Colby
classmates along the way. She currently
lives in seacoast New Hampshire, where
she helps with her family’s new apple farm
business. Y Shawn Sato is in his second year
of his radiology residency at the University
of Iowa. Wife Kate (Durda) took a new job
at the University of Iowa Cancer Center. They
welcomed a new addition to their family—a
puppy named Snoop! Y Adelin Cai is in her
fourth year at Google in Mountain View,
Calif., where she works on policy issues
related to Google’s commerce portfolio.
After a short engagement last spring, she
was married in October in a small, family
ceremony on the High Line in New York.
Y Patrick Harner was married to UMass
grad Leah Boisvert in September. Xavier
Garcia was a groomsman, and Greg Lynch
’04 read Scripture. Y Patrick McGowan is
engaged and will wed in April in Newport,
R.I. Y Lauren Wolpin married Ben Bruno in
August and now works at Middlebury. Lydia
Durant and Jillian Parker Blakeslee were
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bridesmaids. Lauren was a bridesmaid in
Jillian’s wedding to Paul Blakeslee in June.
Lydia is engaged to Sathish Umapathy and
currently lives in London. Y Cheka Gage
married Michael Bobys Oct. 15 in Florence, Italy. Close friend Courtney Morris
married Bowdoin graduate Mark Drauschke
June 4. Y Alan Ashbaugh works at a Web
design company based in Portland, Ore.,
and is partnering with Doug Calhoun ’04,
who is leading business strategy for the
company. Y Kevin Yardi is engaged to
Bates grad Libby Getzendanner and plans
a summer 2012 wedding. Y Cory Cramer
teaches high school English and history
in Santa Barbara, Calif. He lives with his
fiancée, Kate Fox, and they plan an August
wedding in Maine. Y Megan Burd-Harris is
studying at Wesley Seminary in DC, where
she’s working on her master of divinity and
toward ordination as an elder in the United
Methodist Church. Y Alana McGee started
a small business hunting truffles with her
dog, Duff, in the Pacific Northwest. Y Liam
McDonnell works as an engineer on the
U.S. Coast Guard cutter Midgett and is in
the process of applying to officer candidate
school. Y Kat Perez and Justin Fahey still
live in Portland, Ore., where they see Nicole
Conrad, Meggie Finn, Dae Ho Kim, Trevor
McWilliams, and Rachel Ritchie. Justin
works for nonprofit Teach for All and Kat
recently curated her first exhibition at the
Museum of Contemporary Craft. Y Enjoy
the winter!

2006
Jennifer Coliflores
classnews2006@alum.colby.edu
Despite the unexpected arrival of Hurricane
Irene, Lindsay Barada married Jake Bayley
Aug. 27 in Nantucket, Mass. Nick Bayley
’05 was best man and Amy Cronin was a
bridesmaid. After five and a half years living
in separate countries, Lindsay moved to
Cambridge, Ontario, at the end of last year
to FINALLY be with Jake! Y Jess Minty was
gearing up for the U.S Olympic marathon
trials that took place in Houston in midJanuary. She looks forward to the wedding
of Hillary Easter in June and hopes to visit
Elizabeth Turner in Albuquerque! Y Katie
Ryckman proudly announces the birth of
her daughter, Lily Shea, born Aug. 8 and
weighing eight pounds! Katie moved to
Irvine, Calif., for a job as marketing manager
at Neudesic, a Microsoft consulting company. Y Eric Richmond became engaged to
Beth Scherer ’05 last May. An August 2012
wedding is planned. Against their better
judgment, Brian Parise will give a toast.
Eric is pursuing his M.B.A at the Wharton
School. Y Nate Stone and Stephen Planas
are still roommates in DC, and recently

hosted an epic Oregon Trail trivia game
night. Melissa McNulty and Cait Miller
were part of the wagon train, and fortunately
neither one contracted typhoid or perished
on the journey. Y Francis Chapuredima
continues to teach math and economics at
the Holderness School in NH. Francis was on
Mayflower Hill and was very impressed with
what the African students are doing with
the Colby African Society. Jen Coliflores
invited Francis to be a keynote speaker
at the Massachusetts Youth Leadership
Foundation’s “Make a Difference Day” con-

teaches middle school general music in
Haverhill, Mass., while concurrently doing
her student teaching to earn her master’s
of music education. She plans to graduate
from the Boston Conservatory in May. She
continues teaching private flute lessons and
directing her church choir in Haverhill. Y In
October Garry Bertholf presented a paper
at the annual meeting of the Caribbean
Philosophical Association, and it will be
published in the spring issue of Anthurium:
A Caribbean Studies Journal. Y On Aug. 7
Kim Devine married John McDevitt (Bates

Francis Chapuredima ’06 continues to teach
math and economics at the Holderness School
in NH. Francis was on Mayflower Hill and was
very impressed with what the African students
are doing with the Colby African Society.
ference. MYLF is nonprofit that focuses on
student citizenship and leadership for high
school students. Y Bobby Redwood is an
emergency medicine resident in Madison,
Wis. He loves working on the field at the UW
football games and on his med flight helicopter rotations. Y Nani Phillips finished
her master’s of public health at UConn in
May and started medical school at Albany
Medical College along with Peter Allfather
’11 and Lisa Park ’11. Nani had a celebratory beverage with fellow Albany-dwelling
Matt Mitchell, who is pursuing his Ph.D. at
SUNY Albany in ecology and evolutionary
biology, after he won the Best Talk Award
For Excellence in Scientific Presentation
at the University of Albany’s Life Sciences
Research Symposium. Y Emily Greene
and Josh Kahn ’05 were married Oct. 15
in Boston. The wedding party included
Annie Lewallen, Kirsten Lawson, Will van
der Veen ’05, and John Pollakowski ’05. Y
Jenna Morrison and Dave Civitello were
married Aug. 20 in Plymouth, Mass. Their
wedding party included Katie Chin (married
to Curtis Chin ’05), Mike Civitello ’05, Kate
Zeigler Lera, Holly Eydenberg, Katy Sage
Barus, Daniel Oliphant, and Conor Sullivan. Jenna and Dave enjoyed barrier reef
and Mayan rainforest adventures on their
honeymoon in Belize. Y Sarah Lim married
Ethan Gray last summer in California. Sarah
is now in an accelerated nursing program
at UMass Amherst after a two-year stint in
Indianapolis, where she worked in public
health. She spent time with Lindsey Brewer,
Steven Djordjevich, Aya Costantino, Sara
Booth Petrosillo, Grey Brooks, Heather
Ryder, Clifford White ’07, and Sarah Wright
’04 over the summer. Y Barbara Hough

’04) in Newport, R.I. Celebrating with
them were Buffy LaMantia, Kait Taylor,
Bethany Peck, and Shari Katz as well as
Sam Kennedy ’09, Kaitlin Gangl ’07, Matt
Gangl ’05, and Rachel Noiseux ’04. The
proud parents of the bride are John ’78
and Pamela Cleaves Devine ’78.

2007
Karli Gasteazoro
classnews2007@alum.colby.edu
Kendall Kirby received her master’s in marketing from Emerson College and works at
Mullen Advertising as an account executive.
She and Jeff Miller ’06 are engaged and will
marry this summer with bridesmaids Jennifer Murphy, Lee Kozakiewicz, Cassie Sancartier ’08, and Jessie Prentice ’08. Y After
completing a Carnegie fellowship at ABC
News Investigative Unit, Robin Respaut
works as a research reporter at ProPublica,
an investigative journalism organization in
NYC. She lives in Brooklyn, where she regularly grabs a beer with Matt Wahl. Y Elisa
Chiniara had a misguided adventure with
Karli Gasteazoro visiting Erin Schlossman
in Maine before a weekend on the Cape
with Alisa Perry. Y Carolyn Adler married
Jon Jessup, a Middlebury grad and her high
school boyfriend, April 30 at the Old North
Church; their reception was at the Boston
Public Library. Courtney Goodie was a
bridesmaid. They honeymooned in Peru,
visiting Machu Picchu and hiking in the
Andes. Last fall they moved to Philadelphia
and started at Wharton for their M.B.A.s.
Y In October Meg Distinti and Elizabeth
(Z) Finn visited Genni Dubuque for her
bridesmaid weekend in preparation for

her August 2012 wedding. They also had
a Halloween party with Eva Farina-Henry
and Zak Starr ’08. Y James Cryan is excited
to have founded a new PK-8 charter school
in Denver. He’s looking for great teachers
and leaders to join him in this fun work!
Visit www.rockymountainprep.org. When
not working he skis and hangs out with
Liz Coogan, Ian London, and Tony Gill.
Y After their honeymoon month in India,
Josh Taylor ’05 and Kate Braemer moved
to Philadelphia to spend quality time with
Kate’s family while settling into their new
home. Y Andrew Yeskoo is pursuing his
master’s in geotechnical engineering at UC
Berkeley. He proposed to Jessica Harold
’08, who works at Cal in a genetics lab.
They share an apartment with Liz Byrne ’09
and her dog, Buddy. They’re planning skiing
adventures this winter. Y Ross Kaplan,
Adam Roslyn, and Jon Bandi observed
penguins in their natural habitat at the
Central Park Zoo. Y Josh Handelman lives
in Hawaii and works for Congresswoman
Mazie Hirono in her race for the U.S. Senate.
Y On July 9 Brianna Tufts married Michael
Walsh ’05 at Lorimer Chapel. The reception was in Page Commons with 19 alums
from as far back as the 1970s. Brianna
obtained her M.B.A. from Cornell and
works for Enernoc in Boston while Mike is
finishing his Ph.D. Y Bayley Lawrence and
her husband, Nick, and son, Owen, live
in Hangzhou, China, and travel like mad
around the country and greater Asia. They
have room for visitors so stop by if you’re
in the Shanghai/Hangzhou area! Y Adriana
Nordin Manan is entering her fourth year
as a researcher at Khazanah Nasional, the
Malaysian government investment agency.
She might be back in the States for a year
beginning fall 2012 to pursue a master’s
in political economy. Y Finn Teach visited
the Supreme Court and the Capitol building
and met up with Jen Anderson while he
was in DC at a public policy conference. Y
Anders Wood lives in Boulder, Colo., and
skies frequently with Jessica Seymour
’06, Dylan Harrison-Atlas, Emily Pugach,
Caitlin Gallagher, and Lindsay Tedeschi.
Anders is in the habit of playing die Sunday
nights with Leigh Audin and others on
Katie Price’s old die table. Y Liz Stovall
started her master’s in public policy at the
University of Chicago’s Harris School. Liz
spent time with Cindy Meadow before the
wedding of Ashley Hunt and Chris Juraska
’06. She swung by Colby for a visit, but
wasn’t granted a free meal pass at Bob’s
despite her alumni status. Y Nick Bazarian
married Arpi Paylan in Montreal July 3 with
a number of Colby friends in attendance.
They had a blast honeymooning in the
former Yugoslavia and have settled into
life in Alexandria, Va. Y Amanda Vickerson
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Extreme Newsgathering | Ellen London ’09
Ellen London ’09 knew she was passionate about journalism when she found herself
picking through a Manhattan Dumpster
researching a story as a graduate student at
the Columbia School of Journalism. “There
I was climbing under a lid into trash with a
recorder and a notepad in hand,” she said.
London was following extreme, ecofriendly individuals called “freegans,” who
try to reduce waste by eating discarded
food. The story took her to alleyways at
night and into waste receptacles behind
bakeries and supermarkets—all to capture
the story and passion of people she just
met. “That experience showed me if you’re
willing to pursue a story and go out of
your comfort zone, you can get some really
incredible insights,” she said.
Her assigned beat was covering food in
New York City for a course that taught the
fundamentals of writing and reporting. For
London it was a 10-month period of storytelling and self-discovery, using tales of New
York to earn an M.S. in magazine journalism.
Despite the fast-paced nature of living in
one of the world’s largest cities, the Maine
native recalled her youth, in Topsham, when
she read Harriet the Spy and began filling up
notebooks with childhood observations.
London brought that inquisitive drive
with her to Colby, where she doublemajored in English and government and

started a new job at Gorham High School,
where she is co-advisor to the GSTA and
works in the behavioral support program.
She maintains sanity by taking day trips
with her wife, cooking vegan, and playing
roller derby! Y Chris Hoffman married
Courtney Reichert (Bowdoin ’06) Aug. 6
in Portland, Maine. Noah Hoffman ’05 was
best man. Alums in attendance included
Lena Bachmair, Tim Brown, Jabez Dewey,
Josh Kahane, Daniel Kiernan, Ian London,
Rory Murphy, Robert Oh, Alan Ozarowski,
Andy Roland, Steve Sandak, Ryan Scott,
and more. Colby’s attendees totaled 30 to
Bowdoin’s 14. Good times were had by all.

2008
Palmer McAuliff
classnews2008@alum.colby.edu
Thanks for all of the news! Jenna Walsh and
David Bethoney are engaged and plan an
August 2012 wedding in Newport, R.I. Last
year David received his master’s in living
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minored in classics, and where she was features editor of the Echo—her first foray into
journalism. “I think about Tuesday nights
in the Echo office: just completely nerding
out about where to put a comma, coming
up with crazy headlines, and dancing to our
‘booty mix’ CD.” At Colby London learned
how to write, how to parse information, and
the importance and meaning of the words,
she said.
These skills and passions carried her
to a summer internship with Down East
magazine in 2009, when she won a Lovejoy
Journalism Internship from the Goldfarb Center. “I came [to Down East] at a
really pivotal time and was able to come
in and really get my hands dirty,” she said.
She flourished in the “all hands on deck”
atmosphere and published several articles
featuring her byline.
The Down East internship, combined
with skills acquired at Columbia, prepared
London for her latest role as COO of Nothing But Gold Productions, a multimedia
company “focused on creating accessible
financial content across various platforms.”
London spearheads former CNN and
CNBC anchor Nicole Lapin’s television,
digital, and print projects working to
reach an audience London feels has been
left behind. “Youth has been incredibly
marginalized [during the financial crisis],”

marine resource management at the School
of Marine Science and Technology (SMAST)
at UMass Dartmouth. His thesis was cited
by the National Shellfisheries Association
and his work was published in the scientific
journal Diseases of Aquatic Organisms.
He’s working on his Ph.D. at SMAST. Jenna
received a degree at Johnson & Wales and
works as a chef at Persimmon in Bristol,
R.I. Y Hanna Gerlovin lives in Boston and
will complete her master’s in biostatics this
spring at BU. On Nov. 12 she ventured to
DC with Caitlin Coit and Matt Haefele to
celebrate Nicole Terrillion’s wedding, at
which she and Caitlin sang. Y After more
than two years as the talent buyer for a
small music venue in Manhattan, Adam
Geringer-Dunn is now the talent buyer at
Brooklyn Bowl (www.brooklynbowl.com) in
Williamsburg. The venue is a 600-capacity
concert space with a16-lane bowling alley
and a Blue Ribbon restaurant. If you’re
in Brooklyn, check it out! Y After sailing
around the world, Brad Woodworth moved

she said. “I think we offer good, solid reporting from a young voice.” Nothing But
Gold tries to fill that gap through Lapin’s
television appearances, books that decode
money-related topics, online resources, and
digital content.
With a solid background and journalism
credentials, London has risen in a profession that has grown more competitive as it
has faced challenges adapting to new media.
Where will London go next? “The best
journalists are willing to adjust as they go—
to follow the thread when they find it and
go to something great,” she said.
—Dash Wasserman ’12

to Leeds, England, and is studying at the
University of Leeds for his M.A. in transport economics. Y Chris Shelley started
law school at Drexel’s Earle Mack School
of Law. Y Erica Ciszek married Christina
Raymond Sept. 10 in Ogunquit, Maine.
Alumni in attendance included Val Coit,
Shannon Merrell ’10, Emily Warmington ’10,
Meaghan Jerrett, Virginia Brown, Jamie
Fierce, Caroline Voyles, Lindsay Tedeschi
’07, Jen McAleer ’07, Erica Kreuter, Kathleen Nicholson, Devon Ducharme ’06,
Ally Haas, Christa Miller-Shelley, Jess
Coliflores, and Alex Harris ’07. Y Joerose
Tharakan was back at Colby in October
for Career Connections Weekend with
Gretchen Markiewicz, Patrick Sanders,
and Tim Williams. This was her first trip
since graduation. Joerose is pursuing her
M.B.A. at the Yale School of Management,
along with Abby Lowell ’06, John Wong ’06,
and Zack Schuman, and will graduate in
May. Their new dean is Ted Snyder ’75! Y
Julie Wilson is excited to announce that

the young-adult novel that began as her
Colby honors thesis is finished and she’s
looking for an agent and an editor. She’s
also blogging about “Living, Learning, and
Writing with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder” at www.JuliannaNWilson.com. Y
Meaghan Fitzgerald still lives and works
in London and especially enjoyed spending time with temporary neighbor Laurel
Todesca ’06 and the annual Thanksgivingin-London celebration with Kip Kiprop ’07.
She’s excited to see more of Riley Doyle
’07, who’s joined the ranks of Colby-ites in
the UK. This year, in addition to traveling
around Europe, Meaghan focused on her
role as marketing director for a London
tech startup and would love to speak to
entrepreneurial-minded alumni. Y Sarah
Parrish and Evan Kaplan are thrilled to
announce their engagement! They plan to
marry in June. Y At the end of August, Laura
Perille reunited with Jennifer Bushee, Luke
LaViolet, Brian Putnam, Katie Harris, Julia
Stuebing, Sarah E. Clark, Kit Clark, Tom
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Treat, Mason Dutton, and Bill Whitledge
in Estes Park, Colo., for a great week of
hiking, rafting, horseback riding, tennis,
brewery tours, and the like. She’s also
been to Boston to see Leslie Wardwell,
Jon Scott, Brian Lam, Sarah L. Clark,
Jacqueline Beaupre, and Anya Toteanu.
Laura is in her third year of a Ph.D. program
in history at Brown. Y Kristin Weigle passed
the California bar exam and was sworn
into the State Bar of California Dec. 1 in
Sacramento. Y Caroline Voyles attended
separate weddings of Erica Ciszek and
Lauren Goethals last fall. Caroline left her
position as LGBTQ coordinator of community action youth programs in Greenfield,
Mass., to head to Hawaii with her girlfriend,
Julia Wallis, to WWOOF for a month. They
worked on a small organic farm, snorkeled
with sea turtles, climbed active volcanoes,
and enjoyed the beach in January. They’re
now in Philadelphia and would love to have
other Colbyites show them around town!
Y Jacqueline Beaupre was accepted into
BU’s master of arts in teaching for science
education program. Last summer she left
teaching high school biology to attend BU
part time while working as an immunology
research technician full time at Children’s
Hospital Boston. Jacqueline attended a
delicious Thanksgiving potluck hosted by
Katherine Koleski with Liz Petit, Jamie
O’Connell, Emily Plumb, Virginia Brown,
Laura Pomponi, Anya Toteanu, Brian Lam,
and Lane Marder.

2009
Olivia Sterling
classnews2009@alum.colby.edu
Elizabeth Zagroba works for NY Public
Radio and lives in Brooklyn. She sees
Kat Brzozowski and Wes Miller ’08. Y
Alex Richards works for UBS and lives in
NYC, where he sees Alex Hoder and Lissa
Martin. He saw Maxime Guillaume, Ben
Goldenberg, and Simon Levy when they
visited for a partial Apt. 231 reunion. Jay
Larmon and Chris Vancisin were not
missed at all (just kidding). Alex also saw
Sam Hoff and Caitlin Leibenhaut at The
Hunt in October. Y Abby Sussman and
Devon Anderson moved to Portland, Ore.,
in August. Devon attends Oregon Health
& Science University for an M.D./Ph.D.,
and Abby works in admissions at Reed
College. They see Spencer Crim and John
Lewallen ’10. Abby met up with Samantha
Given-Dennis in San Francisco. Y Shirmila
Cooray returned from a trip to Nepal, where
she worked on human trafficking and
gender-based violence programs for the
Asia Foundation. She capped off her trip
with a vacation in Australia and the Cook
Islands. Y Chelsea Eakin lives in Beijing

and works for the China Greentech Initiative, a commercial collaboration focused
on green technology solutions. Byron
Meinerth, studying with Johns Hopkins in
Nanjing, uses her apartment as storage
space. Y Dylan Perry moved from DC to
Worcester, Mass., to study at the UMass
Medical School. He’s bunking up with med
classmates Geoff Buckle ’07 and Josh
Kahane ’07. Y Laura Bisbee teaches English
at a primary school in Hangzhou, China. Y
Paolo Pepe moved twice last year for his
job: first from New York to Atlanta, and most
recently to Boston, where he hangs out with
Katie-Elyse Turner and Sam Gillies ’11. Y
After two years as a newspaper reporter
in Rockland, Maine, Fritz Freudenberger
moved to Durango, Colo., to earn geology
credits at Fort Lewis College to pursue a
master’s in geology. Y Kat Brzozowski and
Wes Miller ’08 live in Queens, N.Y. Kat is an
assistant editor at Thomas Dunne Books,
where she recently acquired her first book
as an editor. Y Chris Copeland works in
Portland, Maine, at the mobile marketing
firm Liquid Wireless. He hangs out with Ben
Many, Krishan Rele, Nick Cody Friedman
’10, Brandon Pollock ’10, and Jared Hourihan ’11. Y Bryan Brown is in Hawaii helping
with a humpback whale study. Y Nikolai
Barnwell is setting up an accelerator space
for East African web/mobile start-ups in
Nairobi. He works as the country manager
for the Danish investment fund 88mph. Y
Tyler Plourde married Jaime Bisson Aug.
20 in Woolwich, Maine. John Wagner,
Greg Zartarian, and Tom Milaschewski
attended. Tyler is athletic director at the
Hyde School in Bath. He saw Denis Cronin
when Tilton School (where Denis coaches)
played Hyde’s football team. Y Ned Warner
lives in Laramie, Wyo., and is applying to
graduate schools to study art teaching. Y
Mark Phillips married Raven Adams ’08
May 29 in Denver. Mules in attendance
were Mike Piacentini ’07, Ian London ’07,
Melyn McKay ’08, Courtney Johnson ’08,
Emily Wilson Connelly ’08, Angela Martinelli
’08, Menya Hinga, Eben Witherspoon,
Xander Kotsatos, Adam Lowenstein,
Nick Van Niel ’10, Amy Snickenberger ’10,
Elizabeth Disney ’10, Sam Brakeley ’10,
Anna Kelemen ’11, Raleigh Werner ’11,
Kevin Baier ’11, and Austin Sutherland ’11.
It was a beautiful spring evening with lots
of great dancing. The couple honeymooned
in Costa Rica, and are now finishing up law
school. Y Amy Keefe works in marketing
at the mobile gaming company ngmoco.
She moved from San Francisco to transfer
to her company’s Brooklyn, N.Y., office. Y
Sally Drescher works at Milton Academy
as officer of parent programs and lives
with Justine Scott ’08, Matt Ahern, and
Sara Burbine. Y Lokesh Todi still works

at Analysis Group and is applying to business schools. Y Sam Hoff is working on
applications to law school for fall 2012 and
also serves as chairman of the Mayflower
Foundation’s Boston committee. He lives
in the North End with Logan King and Sam
Witherspoon. Y Kimberly Cohen and Chris
Neil ’07 got engaged on a recent trip to
Maine. Maggie Hayes and Rachel Baird
took her out for a fun night in Boston to
celebrate. Chris is a Ph.D. student studying
molecular biology at Brown, and Kimberly is
in her first year as a biology Ph.D. student
at BU studying bats and disease ecology.
Y Adam Goldfarb received his certificate
in fundraising from Canisius College. He’s
working as the VISTA program manager at
the Service Collaborative of WNY, Inc., and
is getting his M.S. from Buffalo State College in higher education administration. Y
Rebecca Lynch was elected the youngest
Democratic district leader for the Queens
County Democratic Organization. She took
a road trip to Nashville with Sara Gutt while
visiting her in Atlanta. Y Julia Bacon lives in
DC and will marry Sam Fabens ’08 next fall.
Y Prabhdeep Singh is in New Delhi, India,
working for American Express. He was one
of two people selected from Amex in India
to represent Amex at the One Young World
Summit in Zurich in September.

2010
Sameera Anwar
classnews2010@alum.colby.edu
Hey everyone! Andy Rougeot was recently
commissioned as a second lieutenant and
is headed to Carson, Colo., to be a military
intelligence officer at the 4th Infantry
Division. Y Ben Rooney finished a farm
management position at an urban farming
nonprofit in Portland, Maine, and is off to
Zimbabwe to start a sustainable agriculture
program. Y Bridget Ely fundraises and
event plans for the UK charity Wellbeing
of Women. Y Hanna Pickwell returned
to the U.S. from China to start work at
a nonprofit that provides social services
to immigrants in Sunset Park, Brooklyn.
Y Sakshi Balani returned to India and
started working with a nonpartisan policy
research think tank. Y After road-tripping
cross-country, Peter Johansson works in
an economic think-tank in Beijing. Y Katrina
Gravel and Dan Vassallo ’07 got engaged
in October. They live in the Boston area
and see Colby grads regularly. Y Jordan
Schoonover is busy with her environmental
law program at Lewis & Clark Law School.
Y Dan Reeves and Ross Connor hang out
with Adam Paine and Liz Disney when the
latter two manage to escape med school. Y
Kat Cosgrove wrapped up her first quarter
of grad school and loves Denver. Y Charlie

Klassen has been working on grants for
the Johns Hopkins School of Public Health
while pursuing an M.S. in biomedical engineering at Hopkins. Y Congratulations to
Aaron Block for being accepted into a P.A.
program! Y Jennifer Dahnke is now at the
Monterey Institute of International Studies
doing a master’s in nonproliferation and
terrorism studies. Y Tim Jeon works for
KPMG and lives with Will Harrington in
Boston. Y Delia Langan has been displaying her jewelry at shows and was recently
contracted to design jewelry for a professional advertisement. Y Elise Randall,
Kelsey Gibbs, Matt Silverman ’12, Alec
Oot, Jess Levasseur, Danny Hoshino ’11,
Leigh Bullion, and other grads attended
Zack Ezor’s New Year’s Eve wedding in
Atlanta. Y Kaitlyn Lynch Oroho got married in October in NJ amongst friends and
family. Y Allison Straw moved to Laramie,
Wyo., and regularly meets Emily Stimpson
’09. Y Megan Browning has settled in
Cambridge post-travels and loves living
with Hannah Holbrook. Y While charting
his next steps, Hasan Bhatti volunteers
at community social services agencies in
Chapel Hill, N.C. Y Ruth Doherty teaches
high school math and coaches fitness with
a rambunctious group of seventh and eighth
graders at the Hopkins School, Conn. Y
Nestled in the mountains of Leadville,
Colo., Julia Stifler teaches French and
leads backpacking expeditions at High
Mountain Institute. Y Kari Rivers moved to
St. Louis and works at a French immersion
school as a kindergarten assistant teacher.
Y Devon Rook teaches third grade at a
public charter school and loves the daily
excitement! Y An IT consultant by day, by
night Andrew Cox is part of a trivia team that
competes statewide in Wyoming. Y Ryan
Conlon recently moved to Mystic, Conn.,
and manages a Pepsi sales territory along
the coast of CT. Y Jessica Balukas works in
the lab at the Department of Environmental
Protection in Augusta, Maine, and will
continue a second AmeriCorps term there.
Y Emily Pavelle and Kelsey Gibbs decided
to occupy Portland’s East End, but indoors
and without a permit. Y Jeoff Jarnot is the
director of seacoast expansion for Atlantic
Heritage Insurance, coaches hockey, and
plays bass for the Joint Chiefs. Y Megan
Towe landed a job with startup LiveIntent.
A great article about Megan’s journey to
this company is in Business Insider—check
it out! Y Lamont Henry is happy to have
great friends like Hamdi Sheriff, who still
plays jokes on him. Although Lamont is
not actually married, as Hamdi claimed, he
does live in Virginia Beach, where he is a
college unit director and financial planner
for Northwestern Mutual Financial Network.
Y Keep writing! It’s great to be in touch.
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alumni at large

O B I T U A R I E S
Leonette Warburton Wishard
’23, Dec. 2, 2011, in Bridgeport,
Conn., at 109. Colby’s oldest living graduate until her death, she
attended a campaign celebration
in 2008. She earned a master’s of
religious education at Andover
Theological School and worked
with young women around the
world as a Baptist missionary. She
established the Leonette Warburton Wishard Financial Aid Fund to
support women planning on religious or other community-related
work. She was predeceased by her
husband, Glenn Porter Wishard,
and sisters Josephine Warburton
Wilkinson ’25 and Arleen Warburton Russell ’28.

Howard DeShon, she is survived by
nieces, nephews, and cousins.

Dorsa Rattenbury O’Dell ’32,
Jan. 9, 2008, in Julian, Calif., at
96. She transferred from Smith to
Colby and worked in the public relations office at the College for two
years after graduating. She lived at
Stoneapple Farm in southern California and traveled the world with
her husband, author of the Newbury Award-winning Island of the
Blue Dolphins Scott O’Dell, who
predeceased her.

Beverly F. Booth ’45, Dec. 15,
2011, in Weston, Mass., at 91. Born
on Nantucket, he studied library
science after graduating from
Colby and worked for 30 years at
the Alabama State University library. He was a member of Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr.’s Dexter
Avenue Baptist Church and had a
warm personal relationship with
Rev. King. Gregory Mobley, a fellow parishioner at Newton’s First
Baptist Church in Massachusetts
described Booth as “our Forest
Gump ... eyewitness to so many
pivotal events of the 20th century
and a beacon of optimism, kindness, and idealism.” He was predeceased by two brothers.

Eliot B. “Huck” Kraft ’43, Oct.
28, 2011, in Canton, Mass., at 91.
He learned Russian and served
with the Army Quartermaster
Corps in the European and Pacific
theaters in World War II. He took
over his family’s business in Boston and retired to Florida. Predeceased by his wife, the late Barbara
Wax Kraft, and a daughter, he is
survived by his longtime companion, Barbara Levy, and by three
children and six grandchildren.
Muriel McLellan (Flagg) DeShon
’43, Dec. 6, 2011, in Perry, Maine,
at 90. She earned a master’s degree
in education at UMaine and taught
English, French, and Latin in
Eastport and Calais, Maine, for 37
years. She was active in historical,
literary, and educational organizations that spanned the Maine-New
Brunswick border. Predeceased by
two husbands, Philip Flagg and
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Elizabeth Wood Reed ’44, Dec.
9, 2011, in Montpelier, Vt., at 90.
Born to Baptist missionaries in
Szechuan, China, she met her
husband at Colby and was married on campus the day after she
graduated. She lived in Rumford,
Maine, until moving to Montpelier in 1965, where she worked as a
medical assistant and volunteered.
Predeceased by her husband, Ronald Reed ’43, she is survived by her
daughter Sandra Reed Clougher
’69, son Brian, and four grandchildren including Allison Clougher
Keelty ’98 and Erin Clougher ’03.

Pasquale V. Rufo ’46, Dec. 14,
2011, in Concord, N.H., at 89. He
served as a Marine in World War
II and afterward built up Rufo’s
Greenhouse, started by his mother.
He was a four-term state representative, a member of civic and fraternal organizations, and a founding
member of New Hampshire Plant
Growers. Predeceased by his wife,
Katharine, and two sons, he is survived by two daughters, a son, and
a granddaughter.
Mary Louise Young ’46, Nov. 6,
2011, in Charleston, Maine, at 88.
She had a career teaching Latin
and French in public schools and

was a member of the Dover-Foxcroft Congregational Church. In
later years she volunteered and had
a raspberry business. She is survived by her sister, Roberta Young
’47. She was predeceased by her
longtime companion, Marilyn Farrar, by her parents, Andrew Young
1913 and Claramae Harvey Young
1919, and by a brother.
Eleanor “Lee” Clayton ’48, Nov.
29, 2011, in San Francisco, Calif. at 85. After Colby she moved
west with her cat and every paperback mystery she had ever laid
eyes on. In California she worked
in finance and was one of the first
employees of Rosenberg Capital
Management. She was active in
the Financial Women’s Club and
loved bridge and football. She is
survived by her long-time partner,
Beverly Cramer, and by a niece and
a nephew.
Jane George Daniels ’48, Nov. 22,
2011, in Belmont, Calif., at 85. A psychology and sociology double major,
she married and moved to California, where she was a social worker.
She is survived by sister Priscilla
George McNally ’42, two daughters,
a son, and three granddaughters.

trained thousands of practitioners
around the world. An instrumentrated pilot, he loved flying and
Woody Allen films. He is survived
by four children, one grandson,
and two former wives.
Robert R. Laliberte ’51, Nov. 28,
2011, in Lakewood, N.J., at 82. An
All-New England hockey player
for three years at Colby, he worked
as an accountant for Pratt & Whitney, owned hotels in Florida and
New Jersey, and operated the Red
Bank Bus Terminal for 15 years.
Survived by two sons, two grandchildren, and nephew Douglas Laliberte ’03, he was predeceased by
brothers Alton ’42, Bernard ’52,
sister-in-law Anita ’42, and nephew
Scott Laliberte ’01.
Nancy Weare Merriman ’52,
Oct. 25, 2011, in Exeter, N.H., at
80. She lived in Westbury, N.Y.,
most of her life before retiring to
Rye, N.H. An avid bridge and tennis player, she also played violin in
the Hicksville, N.Y., community
orchestra. Survived by four daughters and seven grandchildren, she
was predeceased by her husband,
Robert Merriman ’50.

Carl J. Samuelson ’49, Nov. 19,
2011, in Forestburg, Tex., at 92.
He served in World War II, including at Guadalcanal, until mid1944, when he was assigned to the
White House. He attended Colby
and Boston University, and he was
passionate about family, church,
hymns, opera, big band music,
and his pets. He is survived by two
daughters, a son, a stepson, and
five grandchildren.

Priscilla Buck Peard ’52, Oct. 25,
2011, in Frederick, Md., at 81. After
raising her children she returned
to work and volunteered at her
churches and in her community.
She loved gardening, reading, Bible
study, friends, and family. Survived
by her husband of 57 years, Peter,
four children, five grandchildren,
and two great-grandchildren, she
was predeceased by her mother,
Doris Buck ’27, and aunt, Muriel
Armstrong ’29.

Richard Fisch ’49, Oct. 23, 2011,
in Redwood City, Calif., at 84. He
served as a U.S. Navy medic before graduating, then earned his
M.D. at New York Medical College. Known internationally as a
psychiatrist, he pioneered Brief
Therapy, a short-term approach to
many problems. He wrote a number of books on Brief Therapy and

George Fred “Tim” Terry III
’52, Nov. 21, 2011, in Augusta,
Maine, at 82. He grew up in Waterville and was proud to be in
the class that started downtown
and graduated on Mayflower Hill.
He served in the Navy during the
Korean War before joining the
family insurance business. He was
active in Rotary and in the Sugar-
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loaf community. He is survived by
his wife, Natalie, daughter Sarah
Carlson, a sister, two grandsons,
granddaughters Rachel Terry ’07
and Emma Carlson ’08, and niece
Rosemary Perkins ’09.
Edith M. Costello ’54, Dec. 13,
2011, in McLean, Va., at 78. She
earned an M.A. in psychology at
American University and retired as
a career officer in the Central Intelligence Agency. She was predeceased by her longtime companion,
Joseph L. Giraudo.
Alvan P. Field ’54, Nov. 15, 2011,
in Toms River, N.J., at 79. Field
earned his D.D.S. at Temple and
practiced for 50 years at Beachwood Dental Arts in Beachwood,
N.J. He loved family, cars, motorboats, football, tennis, horseracing,
blackjack, and food. He developed
medical buildings in Toms River
and restored Tuckerton’s Main
Street. He is survived by his wife,
Carol, six children, nine grandchildren, and cousins Robert Rosenthal ’50 and Arlyne Sacks ’54.
Lee Gropper ’54, Nov. 5, 2011, in
Pasadena, Calif., at 79. After serving in the Army he had a career at
Beckman Instruments (now Beckman Coulter) in Silicon Valley,
where he helped develop a commercial centrifuge and was credited with more than a half dozen
patents. A bicycle accident in 1984
left him unable to read, write, or
speak intelligibly. He is survived by
a brother, one of his two sons, and
three grandchildren.
Konrad Gesner ’55, Dec. 7, 2011,
in Kingston, Mass., at 79. Drafted
for the Korean War, he graduated
from Babson on the GI Bill. An avid
bird hunter and fisherman, he had
detailed knowledge of Duxbury Bay
and marshes. He was a life trustee
of Ducks Unlimited. Predeceased
by wife Nancy Lang Gesner, he is
survived by his wife, Elizabeth, a
son, a daughter, three stepchildren,
and five step-stepchildren.
Richard E. McKeage ’55, Nov. 1,
2011, in North Port, Fla., at 77. He
earned an M.D. at Tufts, served two
years in the Air Force, was certified

obituaries in brief
Colby doesn’t always learn about alumni deaths in a timely fashion, and sometimes
we cannot locate an obituary. In those cases we publish information available to us,
as seen below.
Jeanne Peyrot Hoffman ’36, Mar. 15, 2009, in Kennett Square, Pa., at 93 F Carolyn
Browne Bolles ’48, May 17, 2009, in Harpswell, Maine, at 84 F Charlotte Weinberg
Davis ’48, Dec. 14, 2007, in Framingham, Mass., at 82 F Stanton H. Cramer ’63,
June 18. 2007, in Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla., at 68 F Tanya M. Raimey ’92, Oct. 15,
2011, in Los Angeles, Calif., at 48.

by the American Board of Pediatrics, and practiced in Salem, Mass.,
and the Bahamas. He married
Joanne Kershaw McKeage ’57 and
had two sons, including Jeffrey ’79.
Lois Weaver Neil-Sambar ’56,
Oct. 11, 2011, in La Cañada Flintridge, Calif., at 76. She taught
high school, became a vice principal, and was principal at Rosemont
Middle School. She earned a master’s in education and a doctorate
in educational management. Later
in life she taught and advised programs at Chapman University,
University of La Verne, and Occidental College and was active with
civic organizations. The Crescenta
Valley Chamber of Commerce
named her 2001 Woman of the
Year. Survivors include her second
husband, Chuck Sambar, two sons,
and two granddaughters.
Roy Ericson Norcross ’56, Dec.
1, 2011, in Hartford, Conn., at
82. He served in the Korean War
and earned a master’s degree at
the University of Stockholm. He
taught English at the Kingswood
Oxford School in West Hartford
for 38 years, holding administrative positions there as well. He was
a deacon in the Congregational
church, an avid gardener and
cook, and maintained a residence
in Sweden. He is survived by his
wife, Gunvor, a daughter, a son,
and five grandchildren.
Chester H. “Chet” Lopez Jr. ’58,
Dec. 15, 2011, in Nashua, N.H., at
75. He earned a J.D. at University
of Chicago Law School and practiced law for 50 years with Hamblett, Kerrigan, LaTourette, and
Lopez. Active in the local, state,
and regional bar associations, he

recently received the Nashua Bar
Association’s Lifetime Achievement Award. He was president of
Rotary, Memorial Hospital, and
the Grand National Curling Club.
He is survived by his wife of 53
years, Mary Jordan Lopez, three
children including Susan Lopez
’91, and three grandchildren.
Elizabeth Harper Hopler ’61,
Nov. 10, 2011, in Lewes, Del., at
72. A lifelong writer and editor,
she most recently worked for the
Cape Gazette in Lewes. She loved
bird watching, nature, and cooking with her grandchildren. She is
survived by a sister, four children,
and 11 grandchildren.
Diane Hilton O’Connor ’62,
Nov. 24, 2011, in Bremen, Maine,
at 70. In Washington, D.C., she
worked in public affairs for the
U.S. Forest Service, where she won
the USDA’s Distinguished Service
Award. She traveled extensively in
the Americas and started her own
trip agency in retirement. Returning to her hometown, Bremen,
Maine, in 1996, she was engaged
on many civic boards and commissions. She is survived by her husband, Leo O’Connor, a brother,
and two sisters including Mary
Hilton Weeks ’66.
Judith Parker Millen ’61, Nov. 9,
2011, in Burlington, Vt., at 71. After
finishing her degree at Plymouth
State, she taught for 25 years in
Littleton and Bethlehem (N.H.) elementary schools. She loved travel,
genealogy, family, friends, and serving her community. She is survived
by her husband, Richard Millen, a
son, a daughter, and three brothers.
Lael Swinney Stegall ’62, Oct. 25,

2011, in Deer Isle, Maine, at 70. An
advocate for human rights and empowerment of women worldwide,
she earned an M.S.W. at University of Chicago. As a student she
heard John F. Kennedy propose the
Peace Corps at a rally and committed to join. She helped found the
National Women’s Political Caucus, served as development director until 1979, and was rumored
to be the model for Doonesbury’s
Joanie Caucus. She worked for the
Carter administration, advised the
Clinton administration, and introduced candidate Barack Obama in
Bangor in 2008—an experience she
rated second only to being Ms. December in the 2004 Maine Lobster
Women’s calendar. A former Colby
overseer, she married Ron Stegall and is survived by a daughter,
Shana Cousins, and a son, Skyler.
Roberta “Bobbi” Loveland Vest
’62, June 23, 2011, in Reston, Va.,
at 70. She earned a master’s degree from Virginia Polytechnic
Institute and taught in Maryland,
Okinawa, and Virginia, retiring as a reading specialist from
the Fairfax (Va.) County School
System. She was the wife of William Vest, mother of Amy and W.
Bradley (Kristin) Vest, and she
had two grandchildren.
Michael A. Halsey ’76, Aug. 20,
2011, in Santa Fe, N.M., at 58. He
earned an M.B.A., summa cum
laude, at University of Chicago and
moved to New Mexico, where he
was a financial consultant in urban
development projects. His passions
were surfing, flying his airplane, and
gardening, which earned him the
nickname “Tomato Man.” He is survived by his wife, Caroline Monaco.
Karin Judkins Hogan ’90, Nov.
22, 2011, in Oakland, Calif., at 45.
She earned a B.S degree in physics
with honors at Cal State-Hayward
and was a computer scientist and
test engineer in nanotechnology.
With her husband she started a
business designing and marketing
components for the biotech industry. She is survived by her husband,
Michael, her parents, Fred and
Judy Judkins, a sister, a brother,
other relatives, and her dog, Layla.
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LOVE STORY

My mother wore glasses, thick and round
as the bottom of a coke bottle, and rosy overalls
my father had a shiny polished helmet
of chestnut hair and dated my mother’s older sister
one night in Cold Spring Harbor, he climbed up
the trellis and into the wrong window
and after that, and a stint working at a desk in Vietnam,
he moved into my mother’s house
she read Portrait of the Artist and took physics while
he grew a moustache that must have been in style
and they ran a coffee shop in the basement
and installed a Franklin stove that could sear a palm off
and moved to New York City, where one of them
took tickets at the movie theater, and they shopped
for clothes at an Indian import store down the block,
and saw some famous people on the street,
and some regular people who would later become
famous, and had knives waved at them and threw parties
and studied at Hofstra and fixed computers and built
a cherry bookshelf on commission and settled down
in an old wig factory, had a baby and got married,
and on Thanksgiving, they and my mother’s parents
my two aunts and their children and boyfriends
and my one uncle each wore a colored wig at dinner
my aunt had all her teeth and was beautiful
my grandmother had not yet found the deer tick
in the soft hairs on the nape of her neck
no one ever wrote on the backs of photos,
or took pictures head on with teeth bared
but these are just pieces that my parents pass
to each other and to their children
like currency, rubbed smooth, from a time
when their darkest potential still crouched in waiting,
before the parade of concessions, and I know
when I look at a photo of my father, the way his lips
are parted, the warm blackness of his eyes, that more
exists, that to love is to drink from a glass
overflowing, and discover that one is capable of anything.
— Lucy Dotson ’13J
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We love numbers.
Like 1,042, for example. That’s how many
granite steps must be cleared every time
winter weather makes it difficult for
students and faculty to go about their
business. And every year, with every
storm, unrestricted giving to the Colby
Fund helps fund the operations that
clear the way.

800-311-3678
f: 207-859-4305
colbyfund@colby.edu

Office of the Colby Fund
4320 Mayflower Hill
Waterville, ME 04901

www.colby.edu/give
Photo by Kendyl Sullivan ’11
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Reconnect • Reminisce • Relive
1952 • 1957 • 1962 • 1967 • 1972 • 1977 • 1982 • 1987 • 1992 • 1997 • 2002 • 2007

When was the last
time you returned to
Mayflower Hill?
Come back May 31-June 3
• Parade of classes
• Lobster bake and barbecue
• Class receptions and dinners
• Faculty presentations
• Music and dancing

• Children’s activities
• Reunion carnival
• Presidential Golf Tournament
• Alumni awards presentation
• President Adams’s address

Welcome to the Class of 2011 for a special one-year reunion!

Registration begins in March for classes ending in 2 or 7.
May 31-June 3, 2012
207-859-4310 • www.colby.edu/reunion • alumni@colby.edu

CM_Winter12_cv1-cv4.indd 5

9/27/12 4:49 PM

colby college
4350 Mayflower Hill
Waterville, Maine 04901-8841

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Colby College

All Colby publications produced by the Office of Communications are printed on
green-certified papers made from 100-percent postconsumer fiber and
manufactured with alternative fuels.

A Facebook
Frontier

CM_Winter12_cv1-cv4.indd 2

Advertising pro Marilé Borden ’94, pictured here in her home “office,” started the Moms Who Need Wine
Facebook page on a whim. Now she’s contemplating how to turn “Likes” into dollars. Page 24
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